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TR 5 AR in his Commentaries, deui- Caſar Con, 
> _ deth the people of Gaule, into Belg, **: Þ» 

7&; Celts, and Aquian, parted the one 
from the other by the twoRiuers of 
Seine and Garond:the Aquitani trom the 
Celte by the Garena: the Belgitrom the 
Celtz by the Seine,and thele betweene the two Riucrs, 
According to which diuifion,Philip ae Commines boun. + Commis 
deth France with two Seas, the Occan and Mediterra- "7: 
nea:; with two Mountaynes, the Alpes and Pircncis, 
and with one River, theRheine. 

If I ſhould follow the direction of theſe two moſt Limits. 
approued authorities, | muſt be t »rccd 20 wifwourte of 
luch Princes, as are intereſled mm this lirge corapatle, as 
namely, the Spaniſh King, the States of the low Countries, 
the Dukes of Sanoy an Lorraine, the Pope himfclte, the 
little City of Gen242,a:1d athers : but I onely purpole ty 
take a view of that which is directly vnderthe Crowne 
of Franceatthis day, and thereof to giuea luperticiall 
relation. 

France then is ſeated vnder a very temperate and ”.commir 
who!clome Clymate, Fn tout le monde il n'y 4 Region "** 
mieu ſitu.e que cle dela France, car nous y tenens deregion 
chaudect auſſidelafroid; Thereisno Countrey in the _ 
world better ſcituate then that of France ; for it partict- 
pateth of the Clymate both hote and cold, Ir is in 
length from Bolozneto Marſeilles, two hundred leagues 
(alter che rate of three Engliſ}; miles a league) and- in 


breadth from Mount S, Bernard, th 5 1 oh» ae Lnze, as r «binet 
B much : ©* 399, 
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much for it is holden by ſome Authours to be of h- 
gure, quadrate: which notwithſtanding Bodrn deny- 
eth, avowing it to be in forme of a Lozenge, with 
whorh Ls Nowe conſenteth, meaſuring it thus: From 
Calais (for now Calars is French) to Nerboxe, North and 
South, is two hundred leagues: from Rochell to Liows, 
Weſt and Eaſt, is one hundred and twenty leagues: 
From Mets to &ayonne Northeaſt and Southweſt, rwo 
hundred leagues; and from Morley in Bretagny,to Aniibe 
in Prewence, Northweſt and Southeaſt, as much. True 
it is, that many places withinthis compaſle arc holden, 
but not of the King, as Aizen, and what elec the 
Pope hath : Towl, Yerden, and Mets, of the Empire 
Cambray, of the houſe of Auſtrich, in like caſc of 
Pfotetion , as Conſtance in Swiſlerland, Y1rich in the 
lowe Countrics, and Fiennes in Auſtria: and as 7#cc4 
and Genou in Italy, protected bythe King of Spayne. 
Sodoe Lorraine allo and Savoy hold of the Empire, As 
contrarily,there be places out of this circuit, which not- 
withſtanding hold of this Crowne in right, and owe 
him fealty and homage; as the Spanyard for the Coun- 
ties of Flanders and Artois, which he hath cuct (lince 
thetime of Franc: the fuſt, denied torender, 


He diuers Provinces of the Tountrey are very 
many: the chiefe are theſe; Picardy, Normandy, 
lle of France, Beawſſe, Bretagne, Aaniowe, Mane, Pou- 
towe, Lymoſin, Xantonge, Champaigne, Berry,Solozne, Au- 
wergne, Niuernors, | yonuois, Charrolois, Bourboners, Daul- 


'* pheine, Provence, | anguedocke, Tourraine, and Burgundy. 
Le Cuide, All which are particularly fer downe in Mappes, as 


alſo in the Booke, called The French Guide, where he 
vnder- 
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vndertaketh to reſemble eche Countrie to ſome other 
ching,as Byerargne, toa horie ſhooe; Picardy,to a Neats 
toung;and ſuch like; whichare bur idle and diſpropor- 
tioned compariſons, as one may well obſcrue, that 
ſeeth theſe Countries in the Card, 

But chething of beſt note in eachof theſe, is their Como- 
ſingular Commodities and fruits, wherewirh they are 4;e;cs, 
bleſſed for the ſuſtenance of the Inhabiter; Inſomuc 
that as they ſay of Lombaray, that ic is the Garden of 
Italy: ſomay we truly ſay of France, that it is the Gar- 
den of Europe, Picardy, Normaniy and Languedocke, 
goodly Countries of Corneas any in Chriſtendome, 
all the Inland Countries,full of Wine, fruits & graine: 
in ſome, greatſtore of wood; in others, of flaxe; in 0- 
thers, Mines of ſalt, in others, of Iron: Inſomuch as 
one ſayth,Towtes choſes neceſſaires 4 la vie humaine y regor- 1; Noig, 
gent en telle abondance, que ſeulement du bled au vin,dn ſel, 
et du paſtel, qui ſe tranſporte es pais eſtrangers,aly entre en 
contr'eſchange annuellement plus de doure millions de liures; 

All things neceſſary for mans life ouerflowthere inſuch 
abundance, that in counterchange only of the Corne, 
Wine, Salk & Woad,tranſported into forreine Coun- 
tries, there isyeerely tronglnt France twelue hun- 
dred thouſand pounds ſterling. And another no leſle 
approued, and as well practiſed inthe State of France, 
layth, Les ſources du ſel, du vin,et du bled, ſont tneſpuiſables: Cod, hi, 6, 
The Springs of Salt, Wineand Corne, arenot to bee 
drawnedry, In whichplace, he complayneth,that the 
Kings of France were wont in times paſt to helpe theic 
neede with ſales of Wood, which are now of late 
yeeres [o ſpoyled, as France (hall ſhortly be forced to 
hauc cheirlard fro other coſitrigs, as allo woodto gear 
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and burne$ a complaynt which I have often heard in 
England, Other Prouinces have alſo their efpeciall 
Commoditics, whcrein they exce!l their neighbours: 
as in Lymeſin, the beſt Beeues; about Orleans, the beſt 
Wines; in .Auxergre, the beſt Swyne; in Berry,the beſt 
Muttons,where there is ſuch ſtore,asthereot they have 
a Prouctbe, when they would raxea tellow for his no+ 
table lying,that tclls ota greaternumberthen the truth, 
they lay, /{n'y a tart de Moutons en Berry, As one would 
lay, Fyc, there be not ſo many ſheepe in Berry, They 
Bod. con- partake with vs alſo in ſea commodiries: az vpon the 
tres Mals Coalt of Picardy , where the ſhore is ſandy, they haue 
teſt, ſtore of flat fiſh; ypon the coaſt of Normanay & Guyen, 
where it isrocky, t:1h ot the Rocke (as the Frerch call 
them)and vpon the coaſt of Bretargme,where it is mud- 
dy,ſtorc of round hſh,as Lamprey,Conger, Haddock 
{0 likewiſe in ciuers {-a{fors,ciners other forts, as Mace 
kerels inthe end of tlie Spring,and Maquerelies(Bawds) 
at all times, Herrings in tic beginning of Autumne, 
as we haue 10 Encland, &c, | 
Bod, con. Bod willnceds tke vpon him, beingno more per- 


" era Mal, tinent tohis mattcr.then it is heere, toſhew the reaſon 


why in old timeamong the moſt delicate & tooth!ome 
Trencher-men of the ancient Romanes, they alwayes 
teaſted with Fiſh $ becauſe (fayth hee) it is neyther fo 
mezzcld as Porke; nor {cabd as Mutton; nor rarike as 
Goat;nor dropſy as Lambe;nor impoſtumate as Beete; 
nor ſubicctto the falling ſickneſle,as Quayles and Tur- 
ky.Cocks; nor toinflammations,as Capors; nor tolice 
as Pigeons: and yet thetriand French-man, as well as 
we, ncuer eats it,but on meigre dayes (faſting daycs)and 
then allo by compulſion of the Lawes, But by his 
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leaue, I ſuppole, they | old time didit vpona vaire- 
| —__ prodigalitie , hot forany licorouſnes; for Sar- 


napalus neuer made his great banquets of Fiſh, but !»fiv, 


when he was fartheſt frem Sea: and CAeſopethe Tra- 
gicke,that ſpent 15000, crownes ata tcaſt , beſtowed it 
all in birdes rongues, as of Linners, Nightingales, and 
ſuch others as had beene taught to ſing , that the price 
might bethe greater. Giueme forall thisthe good old 
Bithopof Toledo his Capon , who vpon a faſting day 
would needs make the companie at table belecue, that 
by the force of certainewordes of conſecration , he had 
tranſlubſtantiate this fat Fowle into fiſh , andthatthere 


onely remaincedthe outward forme, as Poggiothe Flo- Poggio 


rentine reports of him. 

This Country muſt needs bewelſtored with fiſh; for 
beſides the benefit of the ſea , the lakes and ponds be« 
longing only to the Clergie , which at the moſt haue 


but one third of France, arereported tobe 13 5.thous _—_ 


land. 


The rivers alſo of France are ſo many, as Boterus Foterns 
reportethof the Queene Mother , ſhe ſhoulday heere Ke/ationy. 


were morethen in all Chriſtcndome; but we hold her 
tor no good Cofmographer; ſhee had her other quali- 
ties, which ſhall not be forgotten in their fit place, True 


It is,that the rivers here are many,and very faire, and fo Auucrs, 


fly ſeruing one the other,& al the whole,as it ſeemeth, 
nature, in the framing of our bodies, did not ſhew 
more wonderfull prouidence,in diſpaſing veines and: 
arteries throvghoutthe bodie, for their apt conucy- 
ance of the blood and ſpirit, from theliuer and hcarr, 
to each part therect, then ſhee hath ſhewed inthe pla-+ 
Cing of thele watc1s,for tlic tranſponing of all her com- 
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moditiesto all her ſeuerall Prouinces. Ofall thoſe,theſe 
aretheprincipall; the Seine , ypon which ſtanderhthe 
Citic of Paris, Rogen, and many other, It hath his head 
alictle abouec Chatillon inthe northweſt of Lingonos,and 
receyueth nine Rivers ofname; whereof the Tonne , the 
Marne, & the 0yſe are nauigable,that is, doe cariic boats 
with laylec. 

The Some, whereupon ſtanderh the Citie of 
LA myens, Abbeuile, and many other: It hath his head 
aboucs. 2zentin, dividerh Picardiefrom Artois, and 
receyueth cight leſſer Riucrs. The Loire hath ſanding 
vponit the Cities of Orleans, Nantes , and many other: 
his head is in Auvergne, it parteth the middle of France, 
his courle is almoſt two hundred Leagues, it receys» 
ueth 72, Rivers, whereof the chicfeare Aller , Cher, 
Mayne, Crenſe, Vienne, all nauigable . The Garond,vp- 
on which ſtandeth Bourdeanx,Thouloaſe, and other Ci- 
ties} it hath his head in the Pyreney mountaines, it diui- 
deth Languedocke from Gaſcome , it receyucth (ixtcene 
rivers, whereof [rn , Lot, Bayze, Dordonwe, and Liſle 
are chiefeſt, 

And laſtly , the R-oſne, vpon which ſtandeth 
the Citic of Liow, CAuiznon, and diucrs others: 
it hath his head in the mountaines Apes, deuiderh 
Sawoy from Lyonnois , and Dolpheine from Languedocke, 
it receyueththirteenc riucrs, whereot the Soane, the 
Dove, Lears, and Durance arethe chietcſt, 

All the other Riuers carrie their ſtreames into the 
Ocean, Some at Saint Valery , Seine at'Newhauen , Loyre 
beneath Namtes, and Garondat Blay : onely the Riucr 


of _ payecth his tribute to the CAerditrerranean at 
Arles, 
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The Seine is counted the richeſt, the Aboſnethe (wife porn 
teſt , the Garondthe greateſt , the Lyyyethe ſweeteſt , for Relations, 
the difference which z#terus makes of them, where he 
omits the Garexd, and makes the Soexc a principall Ri- 
uer, is generally reiected, 

When wezightly conſider the happie fruitfulneſſe 
of this ſoyle, and the exceeding benefit of theſe riuers, 

I know not what wee ſhould fay is wanting, vnlefſe yee 
will ſay, Animns,qui his viatur Aeeft,vittoviethem: for T mremtins, 
indeede the French hath theſecight and thirtic yeeres 
abuſed them with their ciuill and inteſtine warres. Doe 
but conceyt in your imagination the faire Townes of 
Italy heere ſeated, and in them, the Engliſh Nation 
planted: and in my opinion, ye haue the right Idea 
of Platoes happy State 3 O viimam! © ſi! 

Burl muſt remember one inconuenienceand diſ- 
commodity it hath, | 

I haue heard ſome poore Countrey-manſay, He 4 
loues not to haue his houſe too neerea Lawyer, It 
ſhould (ceme they bee ill Neighbours; and it may be 
that T hem1Hocles ruued at ſome ſuch matter, when hee 
cauſed the Sergeant to cry in publike place,that beſides p}yrarch, 
all the good propertics which his Farme had, that hee in7hem. 
let toſale, Lw's/ awort bon voiſin : Thathe had a good 
neighbour. 

This is the milſchiefe, that faire France hath a> 

bout her ſo many bad ncyghbours , as Lorraine, 
Savoy, and payne, of whoſe good affeRion to 
this Countrey, wee may lay with the Poet, Ynum 
c02n0r8;, ome: noris: Knowe one, and knowe them 
all: Neyther of them wiſk her better then other, 
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# hath well appeared inthelare ciuill warres, wherein 


eche thought to have had his ſhare, howſocucr (now) 
they loue no Grapes, 


Flats The Portsand paſſages into France,where Cuſtome 


and 
Ports. 


is payd to che King, were in times paſt more then 
they benow ; the names of themat this preſent, are 


La Gwide, theſe: In Picardy,Calais, Bologne, S, Vallery. In Norman- 


dy,Diepe, Le Haure de Grace, Honnefleux,Caen, Cherbrouge, 
In Bretaigne, S. Malo, $, Brien, Breſt, Quimpercorentine, 
V annes, Nants,|n Poictowe, Luſſon, les ſables 4'Olonne. In 
Rochellois, Rochelle, In Xantogne, Zoubiſſe. In Guyenne, 
Bourdeux,Blay, Bayonne, In Languedocke, Narbonne, Agae, 
Beucarre, cMaugueil, In Provence, Aries, Marſeilles, 
Franſls, 1n Lionnots, Lions, In Burgoene, Auſonne, Lan- 
eres. 11 Champazne, Chaumont, Chalons,Trois. In the 
Territory Metzin,Metz, Toul, Verdun. In all, thirty 
ſcuen : Of alltheſe, Lionsis reputed tobe the molt ad. 
uantageous tothe Kings Finances, as being the key for 
all ſilks, clothes of gold and filuer, and other marchan- 
diſc whatſocuer,which come orgoe from 7taly, Swiſſer- 
land, and all thoſe Southeaſt Countreyes,into France, 
which are brought to this Towne by the two faire Ris 
uers of Rhoſne and Soan; the one comming from Savoy, 
the other from Burgun4y, and heere mectng : where, 

by the way, me thinks, I may fitly compare theſe two 

Waters, to two great Princes of theſe two great 

Countries,comming tobe maried at this great City, 

which within the walles is within ten Toyſcs as large 

as Paris, In which alluſion, I make the Rhoſme(which in 

the French toung is of the maſculine gender) the Sa- 

uoyard Prince;and the Sane, which is likewilc in this 

language, the temigine, the Princeſſe of Burgundy; 

which 


p 
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which conceit is the better warranted, becauſe le &hoſne 
isa very (ſwift and furious River, which wellagreeth 
with the nature and condition of the man; and {a Sons, 
aſtill and ſweet water, which rightly ſymbolizeth with 
the quality of a woman, 

I would our Poet, that made a marriage betweene Spencer, 
the Medun and T hames at Rocheſter, had the handling of 
this matter;for it becomes a Pocme better then a Rela- 
tion» 

For profit,next to Lions, are Bowrdeanx, Rochell, Mar- 
ſeilles, Nantes & Newhaxen : But for capability of ſhip- 
ping,l haue heard that Breff excelleth; and tor ſtrengrh, 

Calais, eſpecially as it is now lately fortified by the Spa- 

my or was notlet long fince to bee called, La Commines 
plus belle Capttatnexie du monde, au moins dela Chreitiente: ©4f. 30s 
The goodlyeſt goucrament_inthe world, at leaſt in 
Chriſtendome. 

Thereare requiſite in all Ports,to make them perfit, 

theſe fourethings $ 1, Hagnaram & multarum Nati Lipſss 
capabilitas, 2, Namibus tatiſſima ſlatis, 3, Ad hoſtilem vim 
coercendams habilitas, 4. HMercatorum frequentatio; 1. 
Roome to recciue many and great Ships. 2. Safe rt- 
ding, 3, Facility of repelling forraine force, 4. Cone 
courſe of Marchants. The molt of theſe French Ports 
haue all foure properties, except onely the laſt, which 
inthe time of thele ciuill broyles, haue diſcominued : 
and exceptthat we will alſo graunt, that Calats fayles in 
the firſt, 

The Cities in France (if ye will count none Cities, Cities, 
but where is a Biſhops Sea, are onely one hundred & Bodin,l, 5 
foure, Therebe ſo many Archbiſhops and Bifhops in 
all, as (hall in more fic place be ſhewed3 Burt after the 
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French rekoning, calling eucry Fille,a City, which is not 
eyther a Burgade,or a Village, we ſhall finde chartheir 
number is intinite,and indeed vncertaine;as is alſo the 
number of the rownes in generall. Some ſay,there bee 
one million an 4 ſeuen hundredrhouſind : bur they are 
of all wile men reprooued, Orhers fay, fixe handred 
thouſand; but this 18 alloto0 greaxtto be true, The Ca- 
binet rareth then at one hundred thirry tgo thouſand 
of Parith Churches, Ha:nlers and Villages of all {orts. 
Bodin k 6 Bodin (ayrh, there be twenty ſeuen thouſan 4 and foure 
' hundred, countins only eucry City far 4 Pariſh: which 
will very neere agree with that of the Cabinet, and there- 

fore I embrace it as the trueſt, 

By the reckoning before ſet downe of two hundred 
leagues ſquare ( which France almoſt yeeld-t1 ) we 
muſt compute, that here is inall forty thouſand leagues 
in (quare,and incuery league, fiuethouſand Arpens of 
ground, which in all anounteth to two hundred milli- 
ons of Arpens ; which ſamme being deuided by the 
number of che Pariſhes,ſhewerhythat onewith another, 
eche Village hath one thouſand, five hundred aud 
_— Arpens, which meaſure is bigger then our 

cre. 

Wee may, if wee will, abſtra& a third, becauſe 
Bodin will not admit France to be {quare , but as a 
Lozenge; For in matter of ſuch generality as this, 
men doe alwaycs (cr downe ſuppoſitions, not cer- 
taynties, 

Of all cheſe Citics and great Townes, I will 0- 
mit to ſpeake in particular (though a Stranger muſt 
v-ry preciſely obſ:ruc whatfoeuer he fees in his tra- 
uayle) affying in Za Noie his cenſure, for their ma- 

ner 
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ner of Fotification, Sion vent (ſayth hee) regarder LaNoie, 


p toute la France, ie cuyde quien n'y trounera, horſm1is quel- 
ques chaflenx, aucune ville qui ſoit a demy parfaite, ſclow let 
regles des ingemrenres : It aman will looke throughout 
all France, 1 thinke that (fome Caſtles excepted) hee 
ſhall not finde any Towne halte pertecly fortityed, ac- 
cording tothe rules of Ingeners, 

Onely I muſt adde, that fince his time, which 
is now aboue twenty yeeres, many Townes alſo 
hauc bettered their raaner of fortitying: amongſt 
which, none more (by report) then that of Keckell ; 
and lately, thatof C1 mien, of which wee might laſt 
yeere, while the Spanyard held ir, ſay (as is ſayd of De- 
celes, inthe Territory of athens) which alcibiades 
counſelled: the Lacedemonians, to take and fortily, 


namely, that it did corſurret et mettre 4 bas la purſſance Plutarch, 
de ls France, antant ot plus que nalle anire choſe : Con. in Alc, 


ſume and bring low the power of France, as much 
as any thing elſe whatſoever ; Andthat it keprand 
[cowred allthe paſſages from Paris to Rowew , like that 
other from Athens to Eleuſina, 

But as the lofſe of this Towne wounded the 
whole body of France, !o the regayning of it, was 
not onely the healing of the hurt receyued (wher- 
in it Was better then the Pelzas Haſ{a) but alſorhe ray- 
ling of it to theſe happy tearmes, wherein it now 
ſtands, 

This Towne would giue mee gcod occafion 
to ſpeake of the laſt yeeres ſiege, the Cardinalles 
comming, and the Cinyes yeelding, with ma- 
ny other accidents very memorable and worthy the 
recounting ; whercin 1 had rather ſpend an howres 
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timein talking, thenany Paper in writing; for that, to 

pen itaskerth the iudgementof a Soldier, of which ho= 

nour 1 am moſt ynworthy: Neyther will { allo ſpend 
time inthe diſcourling of other Cities, which we haue 
ſcene heere in France, as of their fituation, building, 

[ wealth and fortification, ſaue onely of Paris, becauſe 

| the French ſay,this is a world,no City, 

After that, I will breefly relate of the Caſtles in 
France, and of ſome. reaſons why iris preiudiciall ro 
the quiet of a State, to hane many of them,cxcept they 
all belong to the Prince,who oughtro haue of them in 
his fronticr places, and Lymitrophes(as they call them) 
and vpon Cities which are ſtrong to keepe the in awe, 

\notellſc; and as that of S. Katberines, which you ſawe 
at Rowen,now ra{ed; andthen I will end the firſt branch 
of this Relation, namely, of the Topography of this 
Countrey, 

Paris. The City of Paris,ſeated ina very fruitful and plea- 
ſant part of the /le of France, vpon the Riucr of Sern, is 
by the ſame deuided into three parts: that on the North 
towards 5, Denis,is called the Burge: that on the South 
toward the Fauxbourges of S, Germaines,is called the 
Vnixerſity,and that in the little Tle,which the Riuer there 
makes, by deuiding it (elfe, is called the Yille, 

Thus part,no doubt, is the moſt ancient; for ſaith my 

Ceſar Authour, Latece eſt vneville des Pariſiens, aſſiſſe en vue 

C omeli.7. Iſle deSeine; Lutecia is a City ofthe Patilians,ſcated in 
an lleot the Scine. We may diſtinguiſh it thus: into 
Tranſequena , Cifequans , and Interamni:: The part 
beyond the Seine : that onthis ſide the Serne, and that 
in the Ile encompaſt with the River, It is reputed 
notonely the capitall City of France,buralſo the grea- 

teſt 
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teſt in all Europe, Itisaboutthe walls, ſome ten Eng- 
liſh miles ; theſe are not very thicke, the want whereof 
is recompenced with the depth of the ditch, and good- 
nes of the Rampart,which is thickz and dcfenſible,ſaue 
on the South ſide,which,no doubt, is the weakeſt part 
of the Towne, on which fide itis reported,that the L. 
Willowgbby oftred the King in foure dayes to enter, at 
ſuch time as he beſieged it. Wherevnto the King con- 


deſcendednot by the counſcll of the olde Marſhall Bi- 2. Bron, 


ron, v-ho told him, It was nopolicyto take the Bird 
naked, when he may haue her feathers and all, On the 
other ſtde, eſpecially rowards the Eaſt, itis very well 
fortified with Bulwarke and Ditch,fayreand moderne, 
Les Kampars furent faidter es portes S, Antoine, S, Michel, 
& S, Jaques et ailleurs, 1544. The Rampartsof the 
Gates S. CAm#thony, S. Muhel, and S, lames, and clſc- 
where, were made 154 4- 

This Baſtile of S, Anthony, was built (fome ſay) by 
the Engliſh; andindeed it is ſomewhat like thoſe peeces 
. Which they have built elſewhere in France,as namely, 
thatat Rozew: howbcir, I read in Viewer his Cronicle, 75; ner, 


Anrtiq, 
V 


that it was builded by a Preuoſt of Paris, inthe time of /1, 6:6. 


Edwardthe third of England, at what time our Kings 
began their firſt clayme, and hadas yet nothing to doe 
m this City, 

Someother monuments [ purpoſe to ſpeake of with 


their Founders,by the example of Plutarcb, who in his ?/ur Fer;, 


diſcourſe of Athenr, particularizeth in this maner : 
Pantbeon Hecarompedon buile by Idinus and Callicraditar, 
the Chappe'l of Elcufine, by Corebss: the Lanterne, by 
Yenocles: the Theater, or the 'Odeon, by Pericles: the Port 
P5reum, by Mueſicles, and the Palladium of Pallas, by 

if. Phidias, 


—_—__ 
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Phidias; So inthis Towne, the ChaFelet was buile by 

Iulian the Apoſtata:the Yniuerfity was founded by Char» 

lemagne, Anno, 800.whoallocreRted thoſe of Bologns 

and Pads, 

The Churchof Nefire Dame (Our Lady) was foun» 
ded Anno, 1257.whereare theſe verſcs tollowing cn- 
gerauen,to ſhew the grcatneſle of itz 

$1 1# veux [5auotr comme eft ample 
de Noſtre Dame legrand T ng 
Il a dans euure pour le ſeur 

dixſept toyſer de hawtenr: 

Sar le larger de vingt & quattre , &t ſoixante et cing ſans 
rebattre, A de long :4ux tours haut montec: trent quatire ſont 
bien comptces, Le 10ut fonde ſur pillotitanſi vray , queretee 
dts; 

If you would know the greatneſſe of the great 
Church of our Lady, the roote thereof is 17, fathom 
high,it is 24.fathom broad, 65. fathom long, the rwo 
Stceples are 34.fathom high aboue the Church, and al 
tounded ypon pilcs, 

The Hoſtel ae la ville(The Towne-Houſe ) was fini- 
ſhed by Francrs 1. Anno. 1533, With this inſcription 0 
uerthe Gate, S.P.E.P, thatis, Senatw,Popalo, Fquitibuſe 
que Veriſienſubus pie de ſe merity1, Franciſcns primwus Franco- 
rum Rex potenuſſimmi, has e4es @ ſundamenti: extrnendas 
mandanit Accuraun condendiſque publice conſiltis et admi- 
miſlrande Reip dicauit, anne vi ſupra: 

For his wel-deleruing Senare,people & Burghers of 
Paris, Fraxci: the 1. moſt puifſant King of France,com- 
mandedrthis houſe to be built fromthe foundation,and 
finiſhedir,& dedicatedittothe calling ofthe Common 
Coliccll, and gouerningthe Citie,in the yere aforeſaid, 
This 
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T his is, as ye would ſay,the Guild Hall of thetowne. 
The Hoftel Dies in Parrs, was augmented and finiſhed 
in 1535, by Antoine ae Prat, Chancelorinthis City, his 
pourteeiRt with Francis 1, is vpon the dote as ye enter, 
This is(as we callit at London)the Holpitall. The Ps. 
laice de Paris was buile by Philip le Bel, 1283. purpoſing 
it (hould have bin his manſion houſe; bur fince,it hath 
bene diſpoſed into diuers Courts, tor the execution of 
Juſtice, iuſt like Wefminſfter Hal, which likewiſe at firſt 
was purpolſed for the Kings Palace. 

Here you haue (uch a (hew of Wares in faſhion, but 
not in worth, as ye hane at the Exchange, Heere 15a 
Chappell of the S. Err, built by S. Lewes,12 42, Here 


are all the ſeven Chambers of the Court of Parliament ,,, How, 
(which was firſt inſtituted by Charles Martel, father to jy, ;, 


King Peprn,amno 520.) but of themall,the great Cham= 
ber of Purizis moſt magnificently beautitied and aJor- 
ned by Lewes the tweltch, Atthe entry, isa Lion cow- 
chant, with his tayle berweene his legges, to ſignify, 
that all perſons, how high ſocuer, arc (ubiect rothat 
Court, 

i: The Chamber alſo of Comptes, built by this Lewey, 
Isa very fayre roome;at the entry whereof are hue por- 
treicts with their Mots, The firſt is Temperance, with a 
Diall and Spectacle : Her word, Abt fprent voleptas: 
I detpiſe pleaſure. Secondly, Predence, witha looking 
Glaſſe, anda Siue ; her word, Conſilys rerem ſpecu'or : 
I prye into the Counſell of things. uitice, with a 
Ballaace anda ſword : her Mot, $4 cuiq;, miniſtro : 
| giue to eucry man his owne, Fortitede , with a 


Tower in one atme, and a Serpent in the other: 
C4 her 
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her word, Me dolor atque metas fugiunt, Both payne and 
feare auoydeme, Andlaſtly,Lewesthe King, witha 
Scepter inone hand, and holding Tuſtice by the other, 
and this written for his word, 

Quatuor has Comnes ſouto,celeftia dowa, 

Innocue paciz proſpera Seeptra gerens: 

My happie Scepter in calme peacedoth flouriſh, 

Whale | theſe heauen-bred fiſters 4.dononith, 

To ſpeake particularly of all other the buildings and 

Courts of this Palace,as the Chamber ot the Ircalurer, 
the Table of Marble, the Courtes of Aides, andſuch 
like, were to be too tedious, 

The buildings of this Citicareof ſtone , very fayre, 
high,and vniforme,throughourthe cowne,onely vpon 
the Port N, Dawe , Our Latlies Bridge , which is, as it 
were,their Cheapelide : their building is of brickvat,all 
alike notwith(tandingzrhe fayreſt Fabricke in the rowne 
(and worthily ) is the- Kings Caftle or Palace of the 
Lounreatthe weſt : It is in torme quadrangularc, the 
ſouth and weſt quarters arenewand Princel:ke , the 0+ 
ther two very antique and pritonlike, They were puld 
downe by Francis. 1, and begun to be rebuilt, but fini- 
ſhed by Henry the ſecond, with this inſcription, Henricas 
2.Rex Chrifliamſſimus vetuſtate collapſum e41ficium refigere 
czpr4. T he molt Chriſtian King Henry the 2, began to 
rCpaire this time-ruinededihce, 

From this Palace, the King is building a Galer;, which 
runnes along theriuer Eaſt and Welt, and his purpole 
is,it ſha!l paſſe ouer the towneditch with an Arch, and 
ſo cotinuertothe T willeries,which is atleaſt (ixe hiadred 
paces,and lo both theſe buildings ſhall bee vnited into 
one: which,il cucr it bedone, willbee the greateſt and 
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goodlicſt Palace of Favepe ; This Gallery is very cuti- 
ouſly wrought with Flowers de Juce, curious knots, 
branches,and (uch like device,cut in ſtone; ardin cuc* 
ry place this word of the Kings, Dao protegit vn, 
Which I ſuppole,implyeth, One God maintaynes the 
two Kingdomes ot France and Nauarre, 

The building of the Twalleries, begun by the 2. Mo. 
ther (wl:iich is alſoa ſtately work)isnow in the finiſhing: 
for this Queeve Mother began many things, but fint- 
ſhed none ( except milchietes) witneſle this preſcne 
houſe of the Twleries, and that other at S. Mavr ſome 
twolcagues from Paris,whither,yeremember,we went 
tokillethe young Prince ot Condies hand , whichthen 
tolde vs was morgaged to her creencaers (creditors) tor 
25, thouſand Crownes,and now ſtands vnpertited. 

Thenext houſe in ſtate,both for the beautic of the 
building and deuice in the Gardens, is that of Monſieur 
Gondy, an Italian, whoſe father came into France with 
Katherine de Medices, and was here by her aduanced, 
There be other very many and very ſtately buildings, 
as that of Monſ. Sanſuc, Mon, de TM onpenſier,de Newers, 
and infinite others , whercot eſpecially rowardes the 
Eaſt end this towne is tull, in ſo much as ye may ſay of 
the French Nobleſle,as is elſewhere (aid of the Agrigen- 


tines, They build, as if they ſhould line ener, and feeat, as if LaNst, 


they ſhould dye 18 morrow, But among all rhele, there 
is none (layth this Author) that exceed more then the 
Lawyers, Les gen: de Iuſtice (et ſur tout les Treſoriers) ont 
4u2 mente anx ſeigneurs | ardewr de baſtir : The Lawyers, 
and eſpecially the Officers of the Kings money, haue 

enflamed inthe Nobilitic the defireof building. 
I haue heard a tale of a Preſident of Parliament, 
D whole 
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whole triends comming on a time to ſee him at his 
new houſe, began exceedingly to commend it, as in- 
deed it deſerued, as well tor the rareneſle of the work- 
man(hip, as the goodneſle of the Stone, Timber, 
Marble,and ſuchlike. No (quoth he) ye miſtake the 
ſtuffe whercot itis made: this houle is onely buil:, de 
peftes des fols : of tooles heads» I thinke many of our 
_ buildings in England, are made of the ſame 
ltufke, 

Ye muſt note,it is not yet one hundred yeeres (tnce 
this ſtately kind of building(orT ſhould rather ſay,beau- 
tifull; for ſtill the moſt (ſtately is the moſt ancient) 
came firſt in requeſt. Ls Noe ſayth, /! wy « gueres 
plus de ſoixants ans que architeFure a eſtereſtabls: en France 
et au paraurnt on ſe lozoit afſes groſſierement : It is not 
much more then threeſcore yeeres ſince Architecture 
was reeltabliſhed in France, and before that time, men 

were houſed but hoinely, Hee there ſeemesto com- 
mend it,as a great graceto his Countrey: Marry,faith 
he, Si on conte auſ/i combien telles maznificenſez, ont enuoy: 
de 2en; aa biſSue, on dira que la marchandiſe eft bies chere ; 
It wereckon withall how many ſuch magnificence hath 
ſent to the we may aygtis very deare marcha- 
dize. I am for my part,of Frier Jobn of Antomanre his 
mind, whoſzeing in a great Palace { uchſtately Halls, 
{uch goodly Galleries, ſuch fayre Chimvers , ſuch 
well contriaed Ofhces : andon the other (ide, the Kit- 
chin {0 leane, the Chimneyesfo cold, and the Cellars 
{odry, /n bras Chaſtes dit-il a faire de belles promenades, 
&t we cares mes dens 4 icun als Napolnaine : A faire Ca- 
ſtle (laid he)to walke faire turnes in,and picke my teeth 
laſting after the Neapolitane faſhion, 
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The Vniverlities, wherein in times paſt were wontto 
bee (by report) aboue thirty thouland of all ſorts, are 
now by reaſon of the warres,reduced toa fourth part, 
and many of theſe children, juchas our petty (chooles 
inthe Countries arc turniſhed withalL T he ſtrcers both 
inthe City, Vniuctlity , and Suburbs, are very faire, 
ſtraighr,and long very many ot them; the ſhops thick, 
but nothing fo full of wares,not forich as they of Lon» 
don, in companion whereof, theleſeewe rather Ped- 
Icrs then otherwiſe ; But tor number, I ſuppole, there 
bethree for two ot thole, 

The Faulxbourges are round about the City, 
ruined and vrerly defclate, except thoſe of Saynt 
Germaynes , which was very fayrcly builded, and 
was very necre as great as the taue Towne of Cam» 
bridze. 

The benefit of this Towne is very great, which 
it hath by the River, as by which all the Commo- 
ditics of the Countrey are conueyed : V herevpon 


Monſieur d' CArzemon reports of it, Ceſt la wille, Commin, 
que 1471415 It veiſſe enurrone de milleux pais & plantu- ©. 195, 


Foux * 

Of all the Townes that cuer Iſawe, it is enuironed 
with the beſt and fertile(t Countrey: 

And hethere reports, that lor twenty moneths that 
he was Priſoner, heſaw ſuch an intinitecompany of 
Boates paſſe and repaſſe, as but that he was an cye- 
witneſſe, he would haue thought incredible, which 
he alſo after proucs by the mayntenance of the three 
Armies of the three Dukes of Bargandy , Guyenne, 
and Bretajene, which conſiſted of an hundied thou- 
land men , againſt the Cittie of Pays , wherein 
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they had beſieged Lewes the eleuenth,and yet neyther 
Commun. the Campe 1or Towne had any want of vitualls. Fave 
ly. bientdirequenceſte Iſle de France,eft biew aſiſe cette ville 
de Paris d: pountir fournir deax fi puiſſant hoſts; car tanais 
nw # a4vions {aute de viures, et dedans Paris 4 2rand penie 
{ apperceuniemt ils qu ily euſt tamais bien enchery que (e pain, 
ſealement d un denier : It muſt needs be granted, that 
this Towne of Paris is excellently ſeated inthe lle of 
France,to be able to furniſh twoſogreat Armizs : for 
weneuer wanted viuals; andthey within Paris hard- 
ly found any thingthedearer,but onely bread, a denier 
vpona loate, TheSea floweth no neerer this City,then 
Pont de Larche,ſome 2 5. leagues off, 
Some fay, this Towne was buildedin the times of 
Amaler CAmaſias, King of tuda, by ſomereliques of the Tro- 
deFrance. jan warre, and that it was called Lutece(a Luto)becauſe 
the ſoyle in this place is very fatte, which is of ſuch nas 
ture,as ye cannot wel getit out,it doth {o (taine: where- 
of they haue a By-word, 1/gafte comme la fange de Paris: 
Ieſtayneth like the durt of Paris, Other ſay, it was cal- 
led Paris of (Parreſis) a Greeke word, which ſignificth 
(faith this Authour)hardeeſſe ow ferocite, val our or fierce» 
pail 4. ncſlc,alleadging this verle, 
1 ———— Et ſe Parriſios dixer unt nomine Franct, 
{! Q#04 ſont andaces, Fe, Andthe Franks called 
| themiclues Parriſians, which fignificth valiant. And 
by this Etymologie would inferre, that the French is a 
warlike Nation. Buthe ismnch miſtake: in the word; 
for it (igniteth oucly a boldnes or liberty of ſpcach: 
which whether they better deleruc, or to be accounted 
valiant, you ſhall (ce, wheal come to ſpeake of the 
Frenchmans humour and nature in gencrall, As for 


the 
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the nature of the people of this Towne,their Hiſtories 
taxcit of infinite mutiaies aad Seditions, matchable to 
ther wo moſt revellious Townes of Europe, Liege and 


Gant; and yer this liſt is prayſed in 01c thing, 24 /4 :74l li, r, 


perſonne de leur Prince ils ne touchent tamais; That they 
ncucrharnet'icir Paaces Perſon; Vhereof the Bar. 


ricades make Paris vaworthy, And as Haillan fayth of 11,1 1;, _ 


them,whe they ſtood faſt to Lewes the eleuenth againſt 
thethree Dukes a>ouenamed : /amais les Parriſiens ne 
tindrent vn bm parti xy ne firent rien qui vallat, que ceſte 
feiſ-la, The Parrilians neuer held good fide,norneuer 
ſhewed any honeſty but then onely, Bur I can reade 
n0luch matter in Communes, for I well remember, that 
cuen then divers of the chiefe of the Towne had prac- 
tized ſecretly with the enemy, and were vpon tearmes 
of concluding, when by the Kings wiſdome they were 
prevented. | 

The Armesof this City were giuen them, Anno. 
1190. by Philip le Bel, who creatingthema Preuoſt and 


Eſcheuins (like Office as our Maior and Aldermen) , , 
Leur donnon les armoiries de guetlues 4 Vne nauire dargent, p,, 


le chef d' azure ſere de fleurs de Iys vr |, gaue them tor 
Armes, Gules, a Ship Argent, anda Checte {ceded 
with Flower de Lys Or. 

Ye ſhall heare the French brag, that their City hath 
b:ne beſieged a hundred times by the enemy, and yer 
was n-uer taken fince Ceſar; time, The reaſon whercof 


one of their beſt Writers giues, Becauſe (ſayth he) itis #24". 


very weake,and therefore alwayes compoundeth, 5» 
I compare Paris with London,thus : This is the grea- 
t-r,the farcer built, and the better (cituate : ours is the 


richer,the more populous, the more ancient ; For | 
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 Loldantiquiticto bea great honour as Well to great ci- 
Coſt Cf ties, as to great Families. Befidesthe Cities ard Ports 
ot France, well tortified, there be alſo infinite numbers 
of Caſtles and Cittadels (whichthe people alwaics call, | 
Nis de Tyrans, the neſts of Tyrants, and the Prince he 
[dem 1.6. calles them Chaſiivilliimms,) Ot the Caſtels the number 
is therefore molt great, and as vncertaine, by realon 
that cuery Noble mans houle of any age , i» built in des 
tcn{ible maner, as you hauediuers times alrcadie ob- 
ſerucd. An example: of one tor manly bungreds,ye m 
take that of Rech»fors belonging to the Sergneur de is 
Tremounille , which in theſe Ciuill wars endured aliege 
& 5000.Canon ſhot,& yet wasnot take, lt is iudged by 
the wiſeſt, thatin great kingdomes,fuch as France , no 
places ſhould be fortified but the frontiers: attcr the ex- 
awple ct Nature, whoarmeth the heads and heelesof 
Pealls, but never the Buwels nor middle part, Fer in- 
deede the firength of a Countrey conſiſts rot in wal- 
icd townes , but in the vnited hearts of rhe people, as 
[uns Brutu: proueth in Lratre, and Dionyſius Halicarnaſſeus * to 
Erwin Which purpoſe the Poet alſo faith, here there is con- 
{1.0109 cord amuryg citizens, Pulchre munitameſſe 1 bem arbi- 
ve 14. 51977 | thinke that Towne excellently tortified, But 
licer J.$, where diicurd rcigneth , centuplex murys vrb1 non ſnffi- 
Plau, its Anhundtethtold wallis not ſufficient, V\ here- 
of it commcth, that Hiſtoriesreportof the Tartarians, 
Acthiopians, and Arabians, that they haue no fortitied 
places; and it is ſayd of Preſte Iehan the greatking in 
Africke , that he hath but one in all his Empire: and 
vein England, except frontier places , hauc none but 
his Maicttics. 
The reaſons againſt them are theſe : It makes the 
inhabitants 
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inhabitants cowards: and therefore Licergus forbad the 7/4 arch. 
walling and fortifying of Lecedemon. Secondly , leſt is Licwg 
the enemy being entred, the Countrey ſhould ſtay and 

polleſſe himſelfe,of lome of thele places, whereas other: 

wiſe, he onely forrageth and hartieth the Countrey) 
a1lawayagaine, Therefore /obn © Meris dells Rowerc) Cuicce. 
Dake ol Yrbem,rafed downe all his Caſtles(finding kim* «r9.1,4, 
{clfe roo weake to reſiſt his enemie ) and retired to Ye- 
wice,auring himſelf,that Duke Yalentionis could nor ſtay 

there long,where there was no __ to be kept:which 
judgement othis,the cucnt well prou'd. For this cauſc 


allo,they of Genoa,atter the bartell of Pawis, where the 12g, 7 5 


French King was taken prifoner,l;auing gotthe French 
Gariſon outof the Lawterwe, ruined it tothe very toun- 
dation, So did they of Sracaſe cauic the Cittadell of Pur. 74. 
Arradine;the only retuge of the tyrant Dioniſius. Laſtly, moleon, 
they giue occa{ions tothe poſſeſlors , to rebell and v- 
ſurpe,whercof, both all hiſtories, and among theſc our 
owne(where,it I be nor miſtaken,in King Stephens time 
were raled elcuen hundred Caſtles) and theſe fortie 
yeeres troubles in France do teſtific, 

There be ſome reaſons for the having of theſe 
fortified places, which I doe not conceiue fo 
good as theſe , except onely I ſhoulderauntthem 
their Capitall Citie to bee fortiied , and none 
elle, 


For Boain thinkes ic great madaeſſe in a Prince, £945 


to ſuffer his people to haue ſtrong Townes, ( c- 
ſpecially as here in France , where they will haue 
no Garifon, but of theirowne Citizens : the effec 
whereof was well ſcene inthe lofle of Amin) except 
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the King haue therein a Citradell to bridle them. A- 
gainſt which, many Cities inthis Countrey pretend 
Priviledges, as thatof Amiems, and ſome have bought 
the Citradellof the King, tothe intent to demolſhir, 
as they of Lions; ſuch eye-fores they bee heere in 
France, In ſuch a Coumreyas Italy, where there bee 
divers Princes, fortified Townes are moreneedfull, 
whcre notwithſtanding ye ſhall note, that no great Srg- 
nore is euer made Captayne of the CittaJcll, nor hath 
any league with the Gouernour, whome they there call 
The Poarſta, and therefore euery yere alſo thelce Offices 
are changed throughoutthe State of Venice, which at 
this day ,is the moſt perfe& Optimacy in the world; 
and the rather, becaule though the State be Ariſtocra- 
ticall, yctthe execution os Government is mixt, ' 
Offices being conterred,both vponthe one ſort and 0- 
ther of the Citizens, which makes that perfit har. 
bla derep. rg whercof the diuine Philoſopher ſo much ſpeas 
lib. 4. ctn. 

: You muſt vnderſtand, thatheere in France, all In- 
habitants of Cities, arc lyablerothe common charges 
of the fortification of their City, reparations of brid- 
ges,fountaines,highwayes anduch like. And becauſe 
the richer (ort ſhould not leuy the money, and then 

WY keepe it tothemſclues, oremploy as the liſt,they muſt 

"+3 giuc information to the Chaunceller, of the neceſſity 

of the Leuy,and procure Letters Patents for the ſame, 

by authority whereof they gather the money, and vie 

it, yeclding after to the Kings Procurcur their ac- 
counr, 

And tor their Watch and Ward, it goes by courſe, 

as in the Citicot Embeen, and divers other in thoſe 

Law 
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Low Countries. : } Asfor Caſtles;the Sergwear, or Caps 
raine may notforce Vaſſall(faire/egeer, To watch and, 
ward)except in frantic places,vpon fortayting of theis, * 
eltatces, 19 >: 1 «a0 645 3 i I .OY I oo of GC 
| After this general Sprucy of. the.Countrey ir(clfo, C&0- 

we muſt obſerve fomerhing ot theGonemment,where-ycrn- 
in 1 will not trouble you, withferching their firſt Pedes ,,,., 
gree trom beyondrthe Moone, as many of their Hiſto. ,, 
ries labour,nor by diſputing the matter, whether it bee 

truce orno,tharihey came from Trey, intothe Mariſhes 

of Meotir,yvhence, atter ſerne ſmall abede, they were 
chaicd by the Romane Emperdur, into Bavaria, and at- 

ter into Frankland,in Germany, 

It ſhall ſuffice,that from hence, this people came in- Caron, 
to France, wherein all writers agree: For after the decli- 
aation ofthe Romane Empire, when the Offrogethes 
conquered lraly, the Yi(;getbes, Spayne; and the Yau- 
dalles Aﬀericke: then-did the Burgondiens , and Franconi. | | 
ens divide this Countrey berweene them, conquering," . , 
itvpohtheol!deniquilmes.the Gears, who from Ceſar , 
time, ul{ then, had not rafted the force of a forraynec 
power, 

T he'Gonernement was vnder Dukes, till the yeere 
480; when as Pharamentd cauled himlelfero be entitu- 
led King, In thisrace it remainedtill 751. when Pepin 
fuppre fled his M'; Cbipericke and viurped, His line la- 
ſted till :g88, when Hugh Capet gaue the checke tothe 
lucceſhon.of Charlewagnes line ( who was Pepins ſonne) 
andinaeſted himſelte withthe Diademe. / From him it 
hath lineally deſcended by heires malcs tothe houſe'of 
Fa/os, and for want of iflue malein themis now'come 
to the houſe of Barbow, In this ſpace of time, you muſt 
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obſeruc the three ages of France 1 Her child-eoa2d, ill 
Pezin: her manhoad, till Caper ; her olde age, till now, 
Fac in the ſtage, the Kings were like childcea,comtent 
tobetaught by others in marcers ofReligion,(as thea ye 

aote,that Clows receiued the faith, and was bapti- 
2ed)as alſo in murer of policy, they were content that 
others ſhould ocare the whole ſway, and rul2 them al- 
ſo,ſuch were t1: It wewr: de Palair, whereol Pepis wis 
one thac vſurped. 

Inthcir manhood they didlike m:n, conquer king+ 
domes,rclicu: diſtreſſed Chriſtians, oucrcome Sura- 
cenes & InfiJels, defend the Church againſt all aſſayles, 
as ye may perceiue by the Hiſtory of Choe the great, 
and his ſucceſſors. 

And laſtly now, in heroldage ſhe grew wile,creQed 
Cours for iuſtice, made lawes and ordinances, to go+ 
uerac herinhabitants, wherein no Countrey in Europe 
hath excelled her; for ſoſayth my Author,(lw'y 4 contre 
48 moni on lataftice fort micax eftablit, q*s is neftret 
There isno Coantreyin the world , where Iuſtice is 
beter eſtabliſhed, then ours 2 ghich tseruc (bur with 
this addition of alater writer,) ſd ny ev av0it tant trop 
etſ ilieſtoient 1aſlement exerces, ;, It the Officers thereaf 
—_— t00 many, SO if their places were righulg 

} 


This was the reaſon why _ wiſe men of the 
world did imagine, thatthis Feacr of the league, which 
wasentred at Perowne, fore 20+ yeles fince , againſt 
France, would hauc ſhakEthe State, from a Monarchy, 
toan Ariſtocracy, conlidering,thar in age nothing is 
more dangerous; and belies, it wasnow her climate» 
rical yere of Gouerama(facthis rg choogh 
t 


y 
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this be but a curious andill grounded conceit, asalfo 
that other ofthe pourtreiQts of the Kings, inthe Palace 
at Paris,w here, becauſe all the voydeplaces be fulfilled, 
they would needes conieQure,forſooth, or rather cor» 
dude, thatthere ſhould be no moe Kings. Bur this is 
bur an idle dreame,and prefuppoſition;tor inthe Cathe- 
drall Church of Sieans in Italy , allthe roomestor the 
Popes,arefilled vp long ago,euer f(ince the timect Mar- 
tiwthe 5,and yet notwithſtanding,that Sea of Rome (til 


hath a Pope, But Ds Heillan faith, thatas vertue was the a4.h1; 


cauſe that this State roſe fr6 the om of her baſe be- 
ginning,to this height; ſo Forrune hath beene the cavſe 
that Ry on tink fr6 that high =_ to her firſt low. 
peſle: For he can ſee norealon of her ſtanding,conlide- 
ring theſe ciuill warres,the difference of Religion, the 
ambitionot houſes,the conſpiracies and reucltes of the 
people,the truecaules offalling : Therefore hee con- 


ts : Good fortune hath helped vs , more then our owne 
yertue. But without ſo much talking of the good Gens» 
#9 and bow- bexr,g00d bap of France,hee ſhould haue af 
fcribed the firſt cauſero God, andthe ncxt to her Maie- 
flie : but this French is eucr a thankclefſſe peo. 


I muſtnotforce this Relation with many notes, of 
things here happening in former ages; it is both imper= 
rinent,and tedious, I would wiſh you notethat in 
482.the Chriſtian Faith was here received , and in 
ry yecre 8co. the Romane Ewpire hither tranſla- 


Concerning the Countrey of France, the State is a 
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of Maicurs Echewins, Conſult, Imrenre,ec. is Denocrs 
ticall: the Paires, the Counlels 4rthe Parliaments, the 
:hambers'of Cuunts, the Generalirics, &c, arc Ari- 
aticall, The calling of aſſemblies -giving of Oth- 
ces, ſending Embaſlages, concluding of Treaties,par- 
doning of offences, ennobling of Famikes , legirima= . 
tipn of baſtards, coyning of moneys, and diuers other, 
Halen, torhenumber of 2 4.arc meerely Regall, called of the 
1b. 3. French, Droidts Royanx. ' 
And (ure it is, that no Prince in Ewrope is a more per- 
fet Monarch then he: for beſidewall theſe priviledges * 
named, as we ſay of the Parliament of Paris, that it hath 
the prerogatiue to bee appealed vnto, from all other 
Courts,which they call the (Dernier reſort, the laſt ap» 
pealc) {ois itlikewiſetrue, that the King himſelte hath \ 
the mcere and abſolute authoritic over this. For though F 
- no Edi or Proclamation, nb VWarre or Peace which 
he makes , bee good, withoutthe conſeat and Arreſt as 
(they callit) of this Court: Yettrucitis,thit when he, 
lending to them for their confiemation and ratifying 
thereot, if at firſt they refuſe, &ſend Delegves, Deputics, 
to his Miicſtic to informe him of their reaſons , and 
humble ſute to revoke the ſame, he returnes them vpok 
paine of his diſpleaſure and depriuation of thcir Offices, 
to confirme it . Sic voloſic inbeo, Such is my pleaſure, 
and abſolute commandement, | 
Lawes. As touching the Lawes of France,we muſt know,that 
moſt oftheare grounded onthe Ciuil Law of che Ema- þ 
peror:but (o,as this State cuer proteſterh againſt the, ſo : 
farasthey be good and equally infomuch as in former 
Maillan, Umes it was ordeined, that he which alledged any Law 
bb,4, Ol ntinjien,hould loſc his head, Otthe Lawes here in 


force, 


£- 
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force, ſomeare fundamentall,as they call them,and im- 
mortall, ſuch as, nor King, norafſembly can abrogate: 
others are temporall , Luemeimodum ex his legibus,que 
you in tempur ſed perpetus vitlhiatir cauſa in aternum late 
ſont, nullaw abrogart fateor niſi quam aut vſu1 coarguit aut 
futus aliquis reip, invtilem facit;, Sic quas tempor «liqua 
6 jderamt leges , mortales (18 ita dicam) + ipſis temporibas 
mutabries eſſe video: 1 confeſle, none of thoſe Lawes 
whichare not Temporary, but eſtabliſhed as eternall for 
t'ie vniuerſall good, are cuer abrogated (ſuch onely cx- 
cepted as cither vie ftindes hutrttull, or ſume ſtate of the 
Commonmealth makes vnprofitable)ſo [ſee,that thoſe 
Lawes thatare applied to particular times & occaſions, 
arc mortall(as I may callthem) and change times with 
change. And theretore oneſauh, 24 im pace late ſunt, 
plerumg; bellum abrogat , que in bello, pax : 8 1 auis ad- 
miniſtratione , alia in [ecunda,alia in alutrſa tempeitate v/i 
fant ;, Warre commonily abolitherh Lawes made in 
peace! and peace Lawes made in Warre:Euen as Mari- 
ners in guiding a Ship vie one courſe in faire weather, 
another in foule. 

Of the firſt ſorr I will onely remember you of rwo 
examples :the Law Salique, and that of Appennages. 
As for the firſt, they wouldneedes make the world be- 
leene that it is of great aatiquitie, wherewith they very 
wrongfully rromped the heires of Edwardthe third, of 
theirenioyingrthis Crowne of France, which tothem 
is rightly deſcended by his Mother,and whoſe claime is 
ſtill good, were the Engliſh {,yord well whetted to cur 
the Labels of this Law, Of which Xian himlcltc con- 
fellerh, that before the time of Philip le Long, 132 1. 
Tameii aupdr avant on n'en auoit ouy parler , a faiſant (ence 
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temps la) approuncy par tows les Seignenrs du royaume, le; 
= les aire: par force es par menaces: The Law 
Salique wasneucr heard tell of before this Kings time, 
who cauſcd it to bee ratified by all the Noblcs of his 
Kingdome, ſome by faire promiles, and others by force 
and threates, Hereuponthey haue their prouerbe, Le 
rojaume de France we de Lance en quenoville, 
The Kingdome of France cannot fallfrom the Lanceta 
ET => alled Salique,of the Sai lg 
Some lay,itis c | © Saliens, a peop 
anciently inhabaing about the Ryuer of Khecs; but the 
hikelyeſt is, that it comes ofthetwo words, wherwith i 


begias (S1aliqus) and which are often repeated theres 


in, 231n wany of our procefles ypon ſome word there» 
in vied they take their names,as a Scire facias,e Nis priming, 
4 Latta, | 
Touching that of A » Which is alſo a Law 
of great conſequent tor the (for by this ths 
Domayne cannot bee aliencd, and by the other, tha 


Crowne cannot fall intothe hands of ſtrangers.) Yoh 


muſtnote,thatthis Law imports,that the yoger ſonnes 
of the King cannoc hauepartage withthe Elder, which 
: elemagne (whenthis was made)chey 
mighr, they muſt onely haue Appenagte ſax: propre 
Se, By which Charter ot A 1s "a al _ 
fits ariſing ot the (aid Apannes, as Domaine, the huns 
dreth , rents , rights of Seignewrie , parties caſuel/es, lots, 
ales, bommages, right of vaſllge,, Forrelts, ponds,ry* 
uers,iurifdictions, patronages of Churches, provilions, 
and nomination of Chappcls, goodsof Main-morr, fifts 
of Lands fold, and all other profites and commodities 
whatſocuer, to rerurne to the Crowne, for want of 


'heire 


j9 
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heire male 2 But the leuying of raxet and aydes, the 
minting of money, and all other things of regality re- 
_ = are ſo curiousto deriue this word from 
the Gr Of Apanorum , and 4gwon, ſanitum ; Be. 
cauſe, forfooth, the French ava ny the holy 
Land by Greece, (aw there the like courſe vied, which 
they ht home with them. Others ſay,it comes of 
Paim, , becauſcit was for their ſuſtenance: much Plat. 
like the Lawe of the olde Romances, forthe mainte- , = "" 
nance of their daughters, to whome they allowed a * 
yeerely penſion oar of their lands. Bur others fay,ir is 
derived from the Almaigne word (Abannege) which 
ſignifies a portion excluded from the reft, that, becauſe 
they haue this particularallowance, they can make 
noclaimetoany other of the Princes ſtates, This Ap- 
pennage hath often beene ſo great , as it hath bred ma- 
ny inconueniences; as that of the Duchie of 8 7 
by Charles the fitt, to his brother Philip, which did of- 
ten after, much preiudice the Crowne of France . And 
thatofthe Duchic of Normendie, by Lewes the eleventh, 
to his brother, which was after changed for G»yenne, 
aud that againe for Chempagne,andagaine at laſt for Bey» 
ry , whereabour were great troubles , for many yeeres , 
in Fraxce, az by the Hiſtoric appeares. Oftentimes alſo | 
the yonger brothers are contentto take yeerely penſi+ 
ons, andquire their ſaid Duchics or Countics holden 
in Appennage. 

Concerning the other ſort of Lawes,in this Realme 

they are infinite, which argueth (# comſequente ) that 
they bell kept:for gens human ruit per vetuum nefes:and 

(4b Antecedente) that the people of this Countrey haue 


beeneill enclined: for exill maners cauſe good lawes, 
W420 | Theſe 


* 


Sen,Epiſt, 


Deva, 
troub, 


A diereſ- 
ſron to the 
Cra'll 
Warres, 
'*{)-r, 
traub, 


The view of France. 


TheſeFrenchlawes are too full of preambles , pro- 
eſſs, interims, and proviſoes, as by all their ordinan- 
ces & edits appearerh, Nihil mibi frigidins videtay quam 
lex cur prologe : inbeat lex,nom ſuadear?, There is nothing 
(methinks)colder, then aLaw with a Prologue. Let 
a Lawe commaund, and not perſwade,' * Of all theſe 
Lawes | will onely name yon this one, 2ue {a minorite 
du Roy ſoit aſſiſtes a" vn Conceit eſlen par les Eſt ats de Frances 
augquel ler Prince: du ſang doinent tenir le premier liew, 1 les 
eſtranzers eſolm1;; Thatthe minonuie of the King ſhal be 
aſſilted with a Councel,choſen by the States of France, 
whereinthe Princes of the blood ought to holde the 
firſt place,and Nrangersto be excluded: which was en- 
ated at T owres, by Charles $. anno. 1484, | tell you of 
this,as of the true ſource andfpring of all theſc late civil 
warres,becauſethe Cadets of Lorraine by infinuation 
with the young Kings, Francesthe ſecond, and Charles 
theninth,vnder the tauour of the #. Hother, tooke 
vponthein to manage all publike matters at heir owne 
pleaſure,and thruſt out the firſt Princes ofthe bloud of 
the houſe of Burbon, Wheretpon Nawerre and Condie, 
the Princes of this family,aſsiſtedby many of the Frech 
Nobleſſe,cmbarquedrhemſeluesinthe ation of refor- 
ming ſuch an abuſe, and diſplacing the G#/ar4out of 
this authoritie,tooke ityponthemſclues, ro whome it 
rightly belonged. 

Ot theſe civill broyles, I meane by way of digrefsion 
ſomewhat to ſpeake, togiue you better taſte thereof, as 
alſoto ſee in what miſerable tearmes, this prelene King 
foundtheState,of whome, by order of this relation, I 
am nextto remember: La France a ſoufſert {pt guerre: et 
4 ves ſix edits de pacification,en learsguerres cimles: France, 

in 
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in theſe ciuill broyles, hath fuffred ſeuen warres, and 
ſcent ſixe Editsof Pacification, The firſt was infixty 
three,at Paris : the lecond,in ſixty ſenen,at Longemeas; 
the third in ſeuenty,at Paris: the fourth in ſeuenty fixe, 
at /enwile (when fiſt began the League at Feronne: ) the 
fitt, at Pordters in ſcuenty feuen: the ſixt incighty one, 
Not one of thelc Proclamations which was not broke, 
& new flames of warre kindled;the imputation where- 


of,the French Writers lay moſt vponthe 0. Mother, by Haill.I, 


whom ſhe is compared to Fredegunde & Brunhalt, two 
damnable Queenes of France, and the Firebrands of 
their rime, 

She came from the Family of the Medicerin Florence, 
in which City ye may nore, that in three ſcuerall yercs 
(but not muchdiſtant}were borne three ſcuerall Mon- 
ſters : Alexander Medices, that ipoyled Florence of hcr 
liberty, he faireſt Ciry in Italy : This woman,that ru- 
ined France, the faireſt Kingdome vt Europe: And 
HMachiavell, that poyloned Europe, the fayreſt part of 
the world, 

She baretoo greatloue to her old friends of Lorraine, 
and roo linlero her young ſonnes of Yalois: her hate 
was too hote to the reformed Religio, and her care too 
cold toreforme the State : She had roo much wit fora 
woman,and too little honeſtly for a Quecne! for where 
one is without the other, alittle istco much, 

Next her,are charged,the Cadets of Lorraine,in three 
ages,the Grandfather,thetather & child and al of their 
houles; for hethat will rightly compare the times,fhall 


find, that the drift of the Count S. Paslin Lex the 11, Commines 


time,wasal one with this of the _ in theſc late trou- 
bles;namely,for thatthe warres only waintayned them 
F in 
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intheir grearneſſe, and forcedthe King to ſtandin need 
of the:n,whereas the peace might be much preiudiciall 
tothem, and bring thzmcorheir accounts, for many 
matters ill carri-dincheircharges, Hereupon the Count 
ſct 01 his King,to cabarkehimſzltein a warre, agaialt ſo 

reat an caemy,asth: Duke of Burgogne: and theſe cuen 
—_ their Maſter, to war vpon his owne S.bieds, a- 
eainſt ſo good a caule as trueReligion. And a5 he Gelired 
nothing leſſe, then that the Duke ſhould condeicend vs 
his Maicſtic,and ſo make a peace; fo did theſe only with, 
that they of the Religion migheſtill Rand (iifte in their 
profeiſi 1, Likely alſo it is,thatatthe hir{t, they did nor ſo 
much as drea ne ot obtayning the Crowne, as hauing 
foure Princes,ot the houſe of Yaleis al yong,belides the 
hoalc of Barbon, ſtanding intheir wyy:Bur when thee, 
one atter another, died, and che times grew fo f2uoura- 
ble,through their popular carriage (the onely ſigne of 
ananbitious mind)as that all the eyes ot France were 
bent yp6 them,thea they rayſedtheir thoughts, as high, 
as the hiyh:{t place,andrhe rather, becaute the Religis 
onof the next Prince of the bloud(who ſhould beefer- 
ued before then) was to contrary rothe general liking 
of che French State, Their only cauſz,they (aid, was Re- 
ligion-bur true it is,that Zaillan faith , thit Religionis 
only the cluke 21d pretext ſelon [2s eſprits des pai', ou jelon 
les mentes et praTiq ues des gramds, qui donnens cctte opinion 
aux peuples: According tothe humors of the coun try,or 
the drittes and practiſesotthe Grandier,who poſlelle tlie 
people with that opinion. 

And in another place, Diuiſions ſont comme ſata» 
les ala France,et entre le: canſes qui Font trouble toates tes 
feizqu'l 4 eftc la 4141(;on a —_ efte ls premicre & ls 
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. <0 ar et touſionrs counerte du norn dw bien publique, © de 


la Religion ; Diviſions haue beene (as it were ) farall to 
France, and of all the cauſes of her troublear any time, 
the diuifion among the Crangies hath ever beencthe 
firſt and principall, at:d alwayes cloaked with the name 
of the publike good and Religion. 

The onely patterne ard Mirrour, whome the laſt 
Duke of Gwe folowedin theſe his dangerous defcignes 
for the obrainirgofthe Crowne, was Pepin, whotode- Anal, 
pote his Maſter,and to preterre himlelte, found no way *74%, 
more compendious, they to proteſſe himfelte the Pro- 
teRtour of the Church,and ooter out of herefics. For 
which gocd ſeruice, the Romiſh Church inucited him 
with the Crowne of France, and heeganetbem many 


| Yetritories in 1taly; both, large carners of that which 


Was 1ort their owne. Butthe viurpaticn was moſt vn- 
iuſt,as alſo rhe attempt it ſelte, how-ſocuerthey ſhadow 
It with the colour of Religion, For Nuliazaſta cauſa Vis 1lut.Cort, 
deri poteft,contra emp, arwa capiends, No cauſe of taking 
armes againſt the Stare can ſeeme truely iuſt, 
Ir is a pirifu!l ſpcRacle,to ſee a happie State brought 
to ruine by the diviſion of her great ones: butw hen it 
is wrought by fuch of theNobilitie as 2rc newly intran- 
chiſed, and ennobled with a!Ipreterments, who were 
bur latcly ſtrangers,it is much more lamentatle and a!fo 
inſupportable.The three great States of England, Spaine, Nellinſ.cd 
and France,can inſtance herein;and giveycu ex:mples 741quce 
of Piers Ganeflone, Aluaro de Lnna, and this houſe of Leys '/ 19. ae 
r4ine. Theſe arc they,of whomallthe lace writers com- ©/42* 
plaine. Les Francors ofatenf los (ſpeaking of former Hail. rs 
times) vrays Frarccis, n'axoyent point ſucce le laif? de Lor- 
raime,qus Gs les humturs de towtes - ſerter ae T _— 
El Tic 
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TheFrench were thentrae French, they had notyet 
ſucked the milke of Lorrayne, which breedes humors 
fit tor all ſorts of treaſons, 

And as it is ſayd of Lelain agallant Gentleman in 
Commine: his time, Efteit dunerace, dont pes 'en e/? troune, 
qui n'ayent eſle vaillams , of quaſs touts mort! en ſeruant 
leurs Seignenrs en la guerre : He was of a race, whercot 
few can befound that hauenotbene valiant,and almoſt 
all ofthemſlainc inthe warres in their Princes (eruice. 

So may we ay of theſc,that it hath bin a valiant race, 
and moſt of them haue dyed in the warres, but with 
this difference , that it hath Rtill beene againſt the good 
of their Countrey, howſoeuer they coucred their trea- 
ſons with the vailevf bien publaque ; publique good! as 
onefſaithof the Duke of Guyenne and Bretagne , Mar 
en fin le bien publique cſtout connerts en bien particalter : But 
in my cad, the publique good was turacd to priuate 
profit. 

The chiefelt ſupporter of theſe Guiſards , and that 
ſtill gauz oyle tothe fire of this rebellion,was the King 
of Spaine,who,(the compariſon of the State of France 
with the game of Primera ſaith) that he ood by and 
looked on, following that Machiaucllian maxime , or 
leſſon, which he had learned of the other Philippe of 
Macedon, to ſuffer them to ruyne one anther, as did- 
the Citics of Greece, and then hi-nlelte t» take r'ic ad- 
uantage, aad winne all; for itis no q 1eſtion if Gnile 
had woane the garne, but this would have had the 
reſt, He hadthis aduantage alſo, while they were to- 
gether by the cares, robe in quiet himſclte; f.or ſo ſaith 
the principle inthe Mathemartickes, Ce qui fait mowucir 
aliruy eſt nece[airement touſiours ew rep#s : That which 
gives 
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giu's motion to other things , muſt needes irſelfe be 
1a reſt. 

The third cauſe I impute [ eſpecially of the later 
troubles ) ro thetimorous nature and pulillanimity of 


enry the 3.Ce qui donne volunte et, moyent aux hommes Hall, 1, 


de crands Eſprits de con(pirer contre Wur? prinees , of df 4t- 
tenter a 1/urpation de li corenne oft (umbectllute et la nean- 
tiſe 4icewsx Princes : T hat which giues both will and 
meanes to men of great Spirits, to conſpire againſt 
thcir Princes, & attempt the viurping of their Crowns, 
is the weakenefſe and worthleflenefle of the Princes 


themſclues, For ia his tine, the Crowne of France Commune: 


was like the daughter and heire of Burgogne : and the 
poore King, like the crafty Duke , made euery wooer 
and (:iter that ſhe had, bcleeue that he ſhould ſpeede : 
the King, for fearc leſt by theſe corriuals hee ſhould be 
brought lower;the Duke, in hope by intertaining them 
all,to haue their aydes to raiſe himſelfe higher, Marty, 
neither of then wou!d gladly, while they liuzd, that 
this faire daughter ſhould be married, 


It is a dangerous thing in a Stats, when the King ;,,,1 . 


dare not pant.h the ambitions defſeignes of his Sub- 
ict : Yoyla le mak heur dv ſiecle miſerable & iniuite , de 
Cognorflire I miuftice, of ne Voſer dire; n'y en faire tt puni- 
tiow : voiltcomment les Prince: [ounent copnoiſſent le mal & 
142048" 4u contr aire, donnent Þ abſolution, eſtan' a cela con- 
trainct: pay le temp; : aux queils le plus ſounent par lens 1n- 
#uſlice 11s domnent cette licence, ox apres enregoyuent les pre- 
micrs , le mal: Behould themilchicfe of a miſerableand 
vniuſttimez to diſcerne the offence, and not to dare 
take noticethereof,nor puniſh it, Behold how Princes 
doc often knowe the miſchiefe, yet giuing lentence 
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quite otherwiſe, (being enforced by the necefſiry ofthe 


| time) abſolue them, whom they themſclues firſt em- 


boldened by their owne vniuſt proceedings , and are 
atter, the firſt ro ſmart for it. 


This emboldened the Guiſe to Crive his King out 


of Paris, whence(they lay Jto faue his life, he fled in his 


goublct and hoic, and one boote off for haſte ; {o that 


Pect.Tran, NOW was verified the prophelie of Fran, 1+ 


Du Fay. 


Le Roy Fr an;;ovs ne fait point, 
Lani predit que cenx de Guiſe 
Mettroyent ſes Enfans en purpcint, 
Ft jen pauure peuple en the miſe: 
King Francis prophecidearight, 
That Guizes race would ſtrip his race 
Into their hole and doublet light, 
And's people to their ſhirts vncale. ' 
Inthis attempt he ſo farre engaged himielfe, and ſo 
irreconcileably incurred the kings hate, as be muſt ci- 
ther be Rey on ruyne, Ceſar aut nulius , Corona ant Cadantr, 
V herein he was much miſtaken, to thinlc againe to 
winne his good opinion, and by this mcancs to expeR 
a better houre, A man muſt never truſt a reconciled 
enemy , eſpecially his King, againſt whom when yee 
drawethe {word, ye muſt throw the ſcabberd intothe 
river. Hefeltthe ſmart of this, not long ater ar Blojes, 


Plur,Solen wherein theafſembly, like Ceſar in the Senate, he was 


dilpatched, In Solons time there were fiſt the Cils« 
mans & the Banditi, andafter one of theſe was extin, 
there aroſea diviſion of three heads: they of the plzines 
would haue an Optimacy; they of the mountaiaes, a 
Democracy,and they of the ſeacoaſt, a mix: State, SO 
in the Duke of Guiſes time , there was a diuilion of 
Catholikes and Proteſtants: butaſter his dcath , the 
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monſter grew to haue foure heads. The Reyaux : the 
Huguenols ; the Liguturs ; the Confrers du pettt Cordon : 
theſe laſt were a fraternity, who had c6ſpiredrobring in 
the Spaniard, theic chicte head were the Seize of Parts, 
( A Councellof 16, the molt ſedicious Burgers of the 
Towne) who ſtrangled M, Briffow a Preſident of the 
Parliament, the rareſt man of his time ,and twoother 
Lawyers, the one an Aduocarte, the other a Procuror : 
of theſe the Duke de AMayenne hanged foure for their 
labour, Ech of eſe had diverſe drittes: The Rojaux 
werefor the King , andthen forthe cxtirpation of the 
Religion. The Huguenots were likewile tor the King, 
and then for the lidertic of their conſcience, The 
Lea7wuers,tor the ruineotthe King, and houſe of Burben, 
and then for the reducing ofthe land to an Ariſtocracy, 
which they ineantto ſhare among rhemſelues : The 
Confrerie were agaalt the King , for hits ticlez againſt 


. . S I ou 
the Proteſtants, tor their Religion; againſlthe Leaguers, 


for their partage; an4 lice Trairours failly hearred, or 
Frenchmen truly Spwiolized, complotred onlyhow to 
bring in their Patron & Benefator the King of Spaine, 
Sec here the many-headed Hidra that rauaged aluucr 
France. Sce here that France, whore neither her King 
could ſaue his lite fro the impuiloned knife of a bloudy 
harted Frier, not the pzc/!z rhicir goods, ft6 the pillage 
of abloudy hided Soldier.$S:c here therimes, when the 
3.tayre daughters of Them:s;, Ennoamia, Epieitia and Et 
reve, Law, Equity, and Peace, are baniſhed theirna- 
tize Country, Sceherea Country ina extacic,d:[tra- 
Qed inherlelfe, and tranſported out of herfclte, ready 
to fall into afalling i1c;nefle, like the Conte of a diltem= 
pied man, where neyther New, the King, is ob:yel; 
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nor Loges,the Law,obſerued;nor Epriharrra,the people, 
goucrned, by reaſon that Thumer, which poſleſicthithe 
hearr(& theretore I _ the Genſilarmes of France) 
through an anibitious theught ro1wle, or a dewilifh 
deſire to reuerge, hath robd the one of his authorny, 
the other of her force, and giuen the third the reyi.cy 
liſt, Mon Doew gem ſan 
anevele'. Nation ſam conſeil ef ſans pr- 
dence! O people yoyde of iudgement: © blinded peos 
ple: O Nation without Countell , and without wile» 
come! See here a people, among whom it wasa lan» 
derto doe well and glorie to excell others in crucky: 
theretore ſaith a Poet of theirs, 
S1les manuai' Frangoi: ſont bien recompenſes, 
$1 les plus gem: de brew ſont le moyns aduances.. 
Sojons vn peu meſchant on tuerdonne | offence, 
Lu w' a point farth de mai,n a point de recom pence, 
Ifthe worſt Frenchmen now are beſt ot all 1ewardedy 
Itthe moſt honeſt men are now the leaſt regarded 
Ler's turne Traytors awhile,this time rc wards off: ces : 
W ho hath no miſchict wrought,can get no recopeces. 
See here a Tragedy, where were no luokers on , but 
all Actors, where,tcrthe moſt part,the poorer lurt were 
plagued; Delrant Reges,plettuntur A chins; 
For dotages of Kings 
_ Thepeople alwayeswrings. 
As torthe great ones, they had a courſe many ot th& 
to laue their owue (takes, and getaliuby tt. bargaine. 
Sayth another, 
Por efire bien venu7 o& faire mo! affaires, 
en 6e tewnp ſaſcheux tem a horribles miſeres; 
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Agnoſle mon amy, (air tw que non: ſerons? 
Surprenons quelque fact, et puts now Br aitterons: 
If we will thrive,and riſe, and be much made of too, 
In this moſt wretched Age,andthis confuſed State, 
(Agnoftur my deer trend) know'ſtthou what we muſt 
Let vs ſurprize ſome Towne,& then capitulate, (do? 


As yee haue heard of £Monſr, de la Chaiirean Arch- 
Leaguer,who would not make his peace,nor render his 
Townes to the King, except hee might haue the Go- 
uernment of Orleans, and fifreene thuulſand crownes, 
which hee preſently enioyeth . Like capitulations were 


made with other of that tation , Phebidas, General) of ?/art.Pels, 


the Spartane forces, ſurpriſed vpon the Thebanes the 
Caſtle of Cadmas, without Commilsion from the Stare: 
which Caſtle the Zacedewmenians would not render, but 
fortified the place, and kept there a ſtrong Garriſon: 
and yet they diſcharged the General! of his Cfhcetor 
this onely faQ,and tined him at ten thouſand crownes: 
a ſtrayge courſe, to puniſh good ſervice; but this of 
France more {trage,to reward ill ſeruice. Itis,] contefle, 
good policie ro condermne the Traytor, and yetloug 
the Treaſon: but to condemne rhe Treaſon, and re- 
ward the Traytor, Incuer but here heard of , Bur ſuch 
was the neceſsitic of the times 2 Sic fart in fatis, Sodid 
the Fares ordeine. But theſe gayners were thoſe that 
berred by; for the chiefe Gameſters had their heeles 
blowne vp: the Duke of Gaiſe ſtabbed at Blojes, the 
Cardinall ftrargled in tlie Caſtle : the Duke of Par- 
ma, poyloned at CArras: the Duke 1oyenſe, flayne 
at Centras;, the Duke de Hayenre ruyned at Inery? 
the Duke & Mercenre , come in this March, who 
G taicly 
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ſatel; marched afore his troupesin Bretaigne, « c4p4/ts, 
with an ereted countenance , now walketh vp and 
Bat, Cor, dawn Parss, like Diaſin; in Corint'n,Caps chins h112ing 
the head, Tins was wtiuch a2 Hexarchie , 25 Charles 
D ike of #4» 19248 vi hed ta France, who, had hee lined 
till»o v, ha4fcen2 what hee wiſhed, When Mon, 
Dwfe charged him , that he loged not France , but 
ſou tht by all mcanes poſvible 19 diſturbe the State 
thercof : Th, lir, (airh he, you are decciued, /' ayme 
Conmints, mieus le bien du roy 4ume que vous ne penſez,, car pour vn roy 
qu" ul ya y en vouarey [ix] with better to the Kingdom 
then you i.nagine » fotone King that there is nowe, I 
would there were half a dozen, All rhele, forlooth, a+ 
greed, thatthe C:mmon-wealth was ficke and out of 
remper,& ech one pretended with his Philicke to cure 
her, The D. of Guiſe, to cale the paine which was at the 
hart,ment(as he doth,thar giuesthe beſt remedy for the 
tooth-ake,to pull them all our)to ſtrike oft the head: To 
which purpoſe,atthe Barucadoes of Par;s, hee had the 
King faſt in the Caltle of the Louwe , but yet moſt ya» 
wiſely,hauing the bird in the cage,let him flye away, 
The Carawal, that ſhould by his cal.ing hauc mini- 
ſtredthe moſt gentleandlenitige kind of Phiſicke,andif 
it had beene poſstble , have cured France with good 
counſcll,8 preſcribing a good diet, miniſtred nothing, 
bur corraſiues, and bitter pilles of diſdaine among the 
Nobles, 

The Duke of Parma, like a Doctor of good praiſe, 
brings with hima whole (hop fulof Phiſicke,nouph to 
purgeall France, hee applicth his receipt of the Low- 
Countrey Souldiers,ro caſe her other malady: but the 
weake ſtomacke of this Countrey could not brooke ſo 
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firong 3n ingrediens , and therefore ſhee yomited them 
out againe,betote they had donethe deed, The Duke 
loyeaſe like a deſperate young DoGtor , that would get 
credit in histrade,vpon his firſt patient, by putting all to 
the hazard,with our viing any preparatiues, or oblerua* 
tionot criticke daycs, gives the potion, before Monjienr 
Matienon could come at him , who cawe with other 
good philicke toalsiſt him inthis practiſe ; but at that 
time, they lay,that Mars,2 waleuo!ent Planer, was retro» 
erade in Arze1,or entring into Tawss; 3nd loirthould 
ſeeme : tor one ofthe King of Nawarrer troupes, called 
Monſr,T aarin (as they lay) gauehim a Pitltolade in the 
head, /oyenſe was not (o precipitate, to breake the Im- 
poſtume betore it was ripe, but the Duke & Mayewne was 
as much a c{freamer totorflow the occaſion; for whe his 
brother Gniſe was ſtabted andall the great Cities reuvl- 
ted to him(loe,then was the (1ckeartlic hart)he ſhould 
then haue plyed, to haue applyed his medicines : but 
then had he his Phiſicke tofecket Andafter,when the 
party was pretily recouered, & beganto refule Phiſick, 
(hauing alittle relithed the wholetore dict of good 
counſecll)then comes he 1n ſuch haſte,thar hee brake his 
bortels by the way,and ſo was a loler by the bargayne, 
As tor CMonſicur de Mercanre, hee playd vhe good 


Kitchin DoGorgot whome Rablars {peaketh , who gaue Rebl, 2, 


his patientthe necke and bones to tyre vpon, and kept 
the wings himſelte;for he left them all France, tyred 
and tewed, as bare as a birdes bone, and kept Bre« 
taigne , one of the fatteſt wings of the Countrey, 
to himſelfe , purpolng to have entituled Lim- 
ſelfe Duke thereof. But theſe wereall pretended Phiſi- 
Cians: the poore King Hemry thethird mentwelindeed, 
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but wanted skill, who found by experience, after hee 
had flainethe Geiſe, and left thereſtof his houſe (that 
were then inaRion) how dangerous a thiag it is, in 
matter of execution to doe it to the halte , and that in 
miniſtring phiſicke , a violent pation is not ſo dange- 
rous, as one thatis too weake, waich onzly ſtureia ti 
humors, and is not able to expell them, Am3ag lv 
many Phificians, we muſt ne<des have 014 womaa to 
looketothe patient : this was the Purene Mother, of 
whom and her Sonne Charles g, that conſented to the 
Maſlacre of Paris,we may ſay with the Poct : 

Cradelis muter mag is an puer improbut ille > 

| Improbu: ile purr, crudelss ts quoque mater: 

Which hath poore Frence morerninde and vndone, 

The crucll Mother, or her wicked Sonnc? 

A wicked Sonne was he, 
A crucll Mother ſhe. 

This Qucene, who, with the two other Queenes , 
with whom ſhe is before compared , may be calledthe 
CAletts, Teſiphone , and HMegers, the three Furies of 
France, inſtead of being a Narſe, and cheriſher of her 
Infants and family , which ſhze ſhould hauc bene by 
all law of reaſon, vecame a Stepdame, as (hee was by 
nature, being an Italian » Why for more ( as it is 
thought ) thea haneſt loueto the Guilard DoRtors,de- 
fred (till to haue her peoplekeptlowe and lickely, that 
they mightbe aduanced by their pratile, Tacle were 
they that left France in ſuch pirifull raking, vader a 
falſe prerext of reformation ofthe Statcy 25 we might 
well fay ofit,as is ſaid of the abandoned French Cen- 


Commints flable in Lrwes 11. histime, 11 we ſqaveit 4 que! 5 1imt /e 


veurr , ſetengit comme pour perds « He kaew not to vbat 
Saint 


« 
- 


The view of France, 


Saintto vow himſelfe, but held himſelfe for a loſt man: 


oras their prouerbe 1s here, {xe =_ de quel bois faire 
ſes fleſehes: He kaewe nor of what wood to make his 
arrowes. 

But leauing France for a while, in this gricuous fick- 
nefl-(ti'l the Hercules that now reignes, conquered this 
monltruas Hidre,and like a skiltull Eſcu/apiur,recoucted 
her of this peſtilent feucr)ye may obleruec this one Epi- 
phonema heere neccſlarily imployed,namcly, That Ds- 
w1(ion in an Eſlate, is the moſt compenAdious way to her downe- 
fall: Diſcordia res magne dilabuntur : By dilcord great 
matters melt away tonothing : as hath well appearcd 
by this great State of France, 

Here is allo a good leflon for other to beware by: 

Tum 14 FCS 47HMY, PARTIES CHI PrOXTININS 41 Ae |, 

The burniag of yourneighbours Towers 
Cancernes you ncere, next turne is yours, 


And as Rablates faith, Yn fol enſcigne bien vn ſage: Rabl, 


A boole may teach a wiſe man wit. Andit you would 
hane yet more inſtances of the miſerable cftes of Fa- 


(ions, read Gurcciardine,and you (ha'l bee plentifully Carcerard., 
furniſhed ; as with the Colonni, and Yrſoms in Romezthe 15.4, 


Bramebi and Neri in Florence; the Adorns and Fregoſs in 
Genoa : aad ſoalmoſt through euery particular Citic: 


a1d in geaerall ouer all lealy, the Guelphi and Ghibellom, |; 2, 


i Here wasallo one here in France, about no greater 
cauſethena marter of loue, betweene Orleans, and Bur- 
goene. And we had one in England, about no ſmaller 


a matter then the Crowne ( impetiemte! conſortis erant, Cimmines 


maieſtai of amor : ) 
Both Maicſtic and loue, 


Dono Corriuals louc. 
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Retweene the houſes of Lancaſter and Torke, wherein 
Commines (ayth,were betweenethree and foureicore of 
the bloud layne, How true that is, I remember nor, 

Holirfoed, but as Itake it, there were fought ten bartels berwcene 
them,one hundred Barons & Knights ſlayne, ten Prin- 
ces, Dukes and Earles, and an hundred thouland naitt» 
rall Engliſh, 

Vivo. CA nimus meminiſſe horret! 

s My mind doth tremble yer 
But to remember it. 

Thar diuiſion was the onely cauſe, why we not one-: 
ly loſt all we hadin France; bur alſothe meanes to re: 
coucr all which wee ought to hauchad : for inthoſe 
times France het {clte allo was miſerably diftrzed, & 

Commines brought to ſolowe an ebbe,as one layth, Dzew ft ce bien 
Cap.27, ence tempi-la,que les gueres & diniſiens & Angleterre eſieyent 
encores en nature les uns contre les autres: Yo way they 
pow thanke God and ouf late Queene, The Nar(e of 
Peace, and refwze of the aſfutitd, who (as is lays of the 
= Larle of Warwicke, That hethoughtit as great an 
10nour to, make a King, 25tobea King )to cancel] with 
the Speares poynt the forged law of the Salrens, touke 
not ſuch oportunity, but rayſedthe afflited lowneſſe 
of the delolate King of Diepe, tothe peaccable poſlciſi- 
on ot the preat Realmeof France, 

Bur it is a thing euer obſerned ingreat States and 
Kingdomes, that they never riſe to any greainefle, 
except in their riſing they meet with many lets, and 
are {umct:mes enen brought to ſuch lowe tearmes, 
as they are thought paſt all hopez as Athens, by the 
Perſians, and home by the Ganles : the like is to be laid 
of great Princes ; as of Faward the fourth of Eng- 

land, 
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land, and this Hemy the fourth of France, of whome 


wee may truely report, as P/autarch doeth of Camillys, ?Int.Cars, 


$i Canulus oi euſt eſte perdu, Rome ne ſe fuſt p13 retrounte: If 
Camlles halnotbene loſt , Rawe had not bene found a- 
gaine. Poſaidonius calles Marceiles the ( {lword) and Fa. 
bias the ( buckler ) of Rome2; bur we may call this King 
both the one and the other to Fraxce ; to one, to cut 
off all diſturbers of the State; the other, to detend his 
Subicds inthe libertie of their conſcience, andenioy- 
ing of peace, This office he now executesin his quiet 
reigne; that other he viedintime of the ciuill warres, 
when as alwayes they of the Kings part ſent for has aide 
tothe ſuppreſſion of the Leaguers, though after that 


done,they carcd not tor him, So faith Plutarch of The. ,,, —,,. 


wiſtocles , Les _Atheniens n'y honoroyent , n'y ue { eflimoy- 
ent point en temps de paix , mais quand il leur ſwraenoitl 
quelque oraze de guerre, of qui uls ſe yorent en danger , its 
recoureyent 4 buy ; ne plus ne moins qu' on fait « l'ombre d'vn 
Platane, quand il ſuruient vne ſoudaine pluye, & pris apres 
quavlle bean temps eff venu , on | ecbranche ox luy coupe "ov 
ſes rameaux : The Atheniansncither honoured, nor 
elteemed him intime of peace: but when they were 
ouertaker with any ſtorme of warre, and that = 
lawe themſ{clues in danger , then they had recourle 
to himz as men vſ- to runne in a ſuddaine ſhower 
to the ſhelter of a Plane trec, and as foone as it 1s 
faire weather againc , they breake and cute off his 
branches, 

This Kingthen, of whom now by courſe] am to 
relate, is about 48 yeeres of ape, his ſtature fmall, his 
haire almoſt all white, or rather griſled, kis colour 
freſh and youthful, his nature Nlicring and full of lite, 
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like a true French man, One of his owne people de- 
ſcribeth him thus, De ſow natarel il eft ſi extremement wif 
et acHif qu' 4 quoy qu" adonne,jl [* y met tout emtier me [45- 
[ant 1amais gueres qu' vne ſewle chaſe a lafois. Deromere vue 
longue deliberation acc vn faict preſſe cels luy eft malaiſe Le 
fares le dehiberet ſe rencontrent en meſme temps, Mais aux 
conſeils qui ont traitt de temps 4 la verite, la beſorgne of eſtre 
ſoulage, Y ne promptutude admirable d eſprit. Aux affaires dg 
la luſtice, des finances aux negotiations eſtranzeres, aux depeſ< 
ches,a lapolicie d' eft at i{ cron ler autres gl me [* en meſie point: 
Heis ot luchan extremely liuely, and active diſpolitts 
on,that to whatſoever he applyes himſelte, tothat hee 
enurely employes all his powers, ſeldome doing aboue 
one thing at once. To ioyne atedious deliberation with 
an-carneſt and prefsing aftayre,he cannot endure; Hee 
executes and deliberates both together . But in Couns 
cels that require tract of time, to (ay the truth, hee hath 
ncede of helpe, He hathan admirableſharpneſle of wit, 
In affayres ot [uſtice, of his Reuenues, forrayne Nego. 
tiations, Dilpatches,and goucrnmentutthe State, hee 


' credites others, and meddles little himſclte, 


He ſayth there farther,that though by his Phiſiogno- 
my,his taſhivn & manerot behauiour, ye would 1udge 
him leger and inconſtant, yetisno man more firmcly 
conftantthen he. He confeſlethit were hard for him, 
notto be ſparing , conſidering the profuſe and lauiſh 
{poyle that his predeceſſor made before him : yet to 
laJuethe matter,he makes this difference, T hat the other 
9a: much to few this giues a little to many, If you remem- 

cr when we ſaw him play at dice,hete in Orlcans, with 
his Noblcſle,he would euertell his money very preciſe- 

ly,betore he gaue it backe agaiae, 
I will 
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I will aotſpatce ia this diſcourſe ( whichis onely for 4 
your (elfe priuate) to ſpeake thetrueth, though of a 3 
King ; weare here ina Country, where ye daily heare | 
his owne Subiedts ſpeake of him more liberally, 
And beſides, his Maicſtie hath generally this com- 
mendarion, which is very laudable in a Prince, he can 
enJurethatany man ſhould tell him the truth, though | | 
of himſelfe, Which I will interpret to wiſedome, | | 
though perhaps ſome will impure itto afacility of na= 
ture, Concerning this thriftie vertue then of ſparing, 
we mult notethat he is a very good meſuager, 1! fat 
& argent awec ſes dens; He makes money with his teeth, 
faith the Freachman, meaning his {paring of great and 
{luperfluous —_ at his rable. And for his gittes, | 
wee may call him by an 4ntihraſis , as Plutarchayth i 
they vſcd to call Antizonus infcorne ( doſow ) that is, pj, »,, 
qui donners : pour ce qu if prometiont (04/i0urs G7 14mais ne yl ; 
donoit : One that will giue: becauſe he alwayes promi- 
(cd, but never pertormed. 
For my parr, I thinke he giues S. P, Q,R. not Sexe» 
tut populog, Romano : that is, to all ſorts of people bur 
Si Pew 9ue Rien, (0 little, as ſcarſe any at all, They 
lay,that the chamber of Accounts, is to examine the 
Kings gifts: and ifthey find any vnmeaſurable,toſhor- 
tenthem? to which purpoſe, there is written in great , , , 4 
letters in theſame court, Trop down? ſoit repete: Lergifts ©" 
r00great be reuoked, It ſhould ſeeme hee ſaues them 
this labour, Such a parſimonious ſparer was Lewes 1 1. 
of whom inthe (aid chamber of Accounts ( as Bodm 
faith ) it 15 recorded,that he wore a greazy hatte, and 
clothes of the courſeſt ſtuffe; and there likewilz yee 


thall ind areckoning of 20. /o%s that is, ,z, ſterling, for F 
H a new . 
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The view of France. 
anew payre of flecues to his olde dublet} an 2nother of 

15. demiers,that is,three halfe-pence, for greaſc to liquor 

his bootes. T his was he, that madehis Taylor his He- 

rald of Armes, his Barber his Ambaſſador , and his 
Commines Surgeon his Chancellor, of whome Commines repor- 
ecth many vertues,& as many faults , and yetit ſhould 

ſeeme, that Cemmines his ſeruant would nor tell all; tor 

ſo ſayth another of the French Hiſtorians, diſcourſing 

Haill, Impactially of this Lewes , Nous awons librement dit ce que 
Cormines n' 4 8/c et volu direct ce que les antres n' ont ſees: 
VWehane freely ſpoken what Commines durſt not , nor 

would not {pcake,and what others knew not. Though 

he himſelfe proteſter), that he l:frnone of his rrumpe- 

Commines ries, and double dezlings,vnreucaled , Now pour en v/er 
mats pox en 9.4rde7; + Not to practite,butto prevent they 

As we delireto know the poylon, inthe Aporhcearies 
ſhop,from his other good drugges » not to vic, to the 

hurt of others, but to thunne,for the ſafety of our {clucs, 

Q Mother Andhowlocuer Haillan taxe him of impartialitic, 
of Commi, true it is,thatthe 2, uHorher didnort like him , of all 0- 
thers : For(ſaid ſhe) hee hath made as many Heretikes 11 

Policy,as euer Luther made in Religion by deſcourring the (e- 

crets of State; Which ſhould be keptas {ectet,as the Ca- 

. ball ofrhe 7ewe:,or verſes of the Dreides, But neither the 

{paring oi this Prince,thatnow raigneth(of whoſe ver- 

tues I will preſently ſpeake) northe faults of Lewes the 

11.make them the onely two Kings of this Realme, tax- 

ail, Pleabouethereſt:For one of their writers ſayth in ge- 
neral,that France hath fatally beene ſubic to this, mals 
heur(deſaſter)tohaue Kings, imbecilles et eftlropprex de 
entengemen;,(weake and lane in iudgement.) He recko- 
neth vp many ,as Charles the preat,a paillard (awencher:) 
Pepin 
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Pepina viurper, Lewes the firſt laſche es mol (faint- harted, 
and effeminate)and after th:{ethree other Charkſes,the 
ba/de,the groſſe,& the ſimple, which no doubr,ifthey had 
deſerned better Epithites, ſhould haue had them t Inſo- 
much as one concludeth ofthe good Kings of France,2s 
Snetonins did of the Princes ofthis time, Se pownojend bien 
touts £7 48e% ex vn anmear; they might al begrauenin one 
ring. But I had rather conclude with Badim, There is ns 
Prince withoat bis {4uit. Howbcit thoſe few tizat are in 
this Prince,are reco:mpenced with many very heroicall 
and princely vertues, both of body & mind, For thoſe 
of the mind, let me only comendthe excellency of wit, 
and ſuddennefle of anf{were, whereof wee may take ac- 
knowledgemet in theſe three, which [ wil here recount, 
anſwerabie in my opini6,to any of thoſe Apoplikegms 
ofthe olde Kings,or Philoſophers, which hiſtory hath 
commededto vs. Ar his being here at Oreamsthis June 
laſt paſt,the Maior and Burgeles of the Towne came to 
his Maicſtic,to deſire they might bee caſed of certayne 
extraordinary taxcs and impolitions, wherewith in the 
time of the league, they had been burdened by Mon/.de 
li Cheftre,their Gouernour-Saith he, Af,&e /a Chaſire vous 
4 liguez.,qu"il vous deſtgwe:M, delaChaſire hath tide you, 
let him vatye you. At his being at the ſtege of Amviens,a- 
mongſt others ofthe Noblefſe,which he ſurzmoned to 
that (eruice,he ſent alſofor tlic Count Soiſſons, a Prince of 
the bloud,& one of the rareſt Gentlemen of France, to 
whom the King giues (25 is (aid) 5000, Crowns penl16, 
The Coamt,at that time diſcontented, returned the King 
anſwere, that he was a poore Gent. & wanted meanes to 
come to that ſeruice,as became one of his bicth&place, 
beinga Prince of the bloud,% Pecre of France: he ther- 
foremoſt humbly craued pardon, and that hee would 
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pray forhis Maieſties proſperous ſucceſſe , which was 
all he could doe . Vcll, ſaiththe King , Daataut que les 
prieres ne ſeruent point ſans teuſne, il fant qu il ieuſne as Us 
penſion de ſes 5 000.2ſcus: Seeing prayer isNnot acceptable 
without taſting, my couzin ſhall hereafter faſt from his 
penſion ot tue thouſand Crownes, 

Afﬀecr the death of the Duke of Gaiſe, when almoſt all 
France had reuolted from the late King , & like a poore 
( Roy d' Iuftlot)as the French prouerbe 1s, he was chaſed 
of them ofthe League, fromall places of France , to 
T owres,and was there, as it werebelicged ot Charles Duke 
of AM : After that this King preſent came 
thither with his ſmall forces, tothe diſtreſſed Kiogs (uc- 
cour, the King of France,whoſe name was allo Henry, 
would needes periwade Henry King of Navarre , with 
thoſe ſmall forces, which they both had, to march our 
ofthe Towne, and encounter the Dukes forces , who 
were double the number. Sirs (faith hee) ne haza7 dons 
point wn double Henry contre vn Carolas : Let vs not play 
a double Henry,againſt a Carolus: (that, is apeece of 
gold,of 14 ſhillings,and this,a peece of braſſe oncly of 
10,deniers.) For his valourand princelike courage, 
itis ſuch,to lay truly, as neuerany of his Predeceſſors, 
Kings of France,were matchabletohim , who,for the 
{pace of almoſt thirty yeeres, hath, as one would (ay, 
neuer beene vnarmed, withouthis foote in the ſtirrop, 
and his Jance inthe reſt, hath beene himſelfc in perſon, 
the tormoſt in all perils, and laſt out ofthe field: A 

Prince not long in the reſoluing , but once refolued, 
quicke to performe, and himſeltealwayes, one in the 
execut:6;though perhaps ſome wil taxe this hazarding 
of his owne perſon,asamatter of imputation, and bet- 
ter 


—_ 


The view of France. 


ter befitting a young Prince of Nawarre , then a great 


King of France. ForasI read, Epaminendas was tined Plat, Ep, 


for hauing beene too forward,6e ſeruing without good 
na a great victory , which hehad vpon the 
Lacedemonians, 

This forwardnefle indeed is moſt honourable, 
and prayſe worthy in all Nobilitie, and Commaunders 
whatſocuer,excepting onely the chiefe,  Jphicrazes an 
Athenian Captayneglayd, the Yartcwrers, relembled 
the hands,the Genſdarmes, the feet, the Batallion on foot, 
the breſt, and the Generdll,the head : which (faith hee) 
muſt beſt be armed, and carefulleſt bee garded, And 
therefore, the anſwere of Callicratidas is Cilliked, who, 
when it wastolde him, thatin the battell hee was ready 
to giue the enemy, he ſhould haue great carcof his own 
perſon, tor thatthe Sactifices had toreſhewd ſome dan» 
ger: Sparte dit il ne depend pas d vn homme ſeul : Sparts 


depends not vpon one manalone. This Plutarchrepro= Pl. Fel, 


uced in Pelopidas, And Homey in his deſcriptions, makes 
alwaycs 4chilles, Aiax,and the beſt and chietcſt Com- 
maunders,beſt armed: 

Stetit ſub Aiacis clipeo ſeptemplice tec? us : 

The ſhicld of CAHiex (even-old 

Did ſhrowd him ſate,and make him bold, 

And the lawes of Greece puniſhed that Souldier, that 
threw away his buckler, ButI will end this diſcourſe 
withthe anſwere of T:metbess,to Chares,a Generall, tal- 
king of his many woundes of the body , and hackesin 
his ſhield : and I(quoth he)quite contrary,am aſhamed 
of this, that when 1 beſieged Sams: ] came ſoneerethe 
walles, thatan arrowefrom the Towne lighted hard 
by me : For that ew eſtois trop aduance en ieune homme, 

H : CG 
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& hazarde plus temerairement, qu'il ne connenoit « Chef 4. 
nei groſſearmce | wenttoo tarre, like a forward yong 
fellow , and hazzarded my ſelte moreraſhly, then be+ 
camethe Generall of ſo greatan Army. For the chiefe 
Commaunder is the moity of the whole force, 

When one told 4ntizonus, that the enemy had more 
ſhipping then he, at the Ile of CaHndros: Et moy dit-il 
ponz combien de vaiſſenx conte ta? I pray you, tor how 
many (hips count you me ? 

It then one Generall be in Rteadof many ſhips at ſea; 
and many troopes atland, it behoueth he be carctull ro 
keepe thoſe forces well(that is, him ſelfe)if he will doe 
his Countrey good ſeruice, You muſt note theretore, 
that there 1s no man ſo great by birth,or Noble, whom 
it well becommeth nor to be as valiant and forward as 
the beſt,cucn though hee werea King: and indeed the 
greater hee is, the more his honour is engaged tobe 
valiant; prouided alwaycs, that hee becnot the chicfe 
Commaunderof the Army. As the King of Bohcme 
dyed in the held, on the FrenchKings tide, fighting 
againſt the Engliſh in France, with more honour, then 
the French King Frexcs the firſt , at Paxre in [taly, 
where, by his too great forwardneſſe, hee was taken 
Priſoner, 

Therefore it is that onefaith, Yn bon & ſaye Gene 
ral doit mourir de vieileſie ;; A good and dilcreert Ge> 
nerall ſnould dye of age. 

But torcturne tothe King, Hee isnaturally very af- 

fable and familiar, and more (we ſtrangers thinke)then 
firs the Maicſty of a great King of France, Bur itisthe 


Zodin,ti.g fa(hion of this Countrey of France (as Bodin (ayth ) 


though he ſeeme much to miſſe-like it, and _ 


” ers. 
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thefaſhion of England, Suedon and Poland, where the 
Princes haute more Maieſty and reucrence among their 


lubiets : For as Plutarch fayth, Ceft biew difficile de Þ1ys, Peri, 


maintenir wne ſeurre grauit< pour garder ſa repuation, en 
ſeluſanm famiberement hauter 4 tout le monde; Tisa hard 
marter for a man to keepe a ſeucregrauity for the vp- 
holding of his reputation, it he familiarize himlelte 
witheucry body, VVherevpon hethere ſheweth, how 
retyredly Pericles liued trom the common view of the 
vulgar ſort, So we likewiſe reade of the Kings of Þor- 
ny, &thiope, Tartary, the grand Signor himlelfe, and 
the great Duke of Molcouy ,thatthcy ſeldome comea- 
broad in publike to be ſeene of the people, We may 
therefore fay of the Frenches liberty, as A4riebanus, 


Lieutenant General to Yerxes,ſaid ro Themi/tacies,0w1nt Bly, Thaw: 


6 V0u; autres Grees,on dit que vous eflimes, la liberte et Vega- 
lite ſur toutes attres chaſes : mais quant i nous entre pluſienrs 
autres belles con/tumes et ordonnances que nous au0ur,celiels 
mous ſernble,la plus belle de reuerer et adoyre noſire Roy, com- 
me 1111176 de Dieu de nature, qui mantient toutes coſes en 
leur efire,ch leur entier: Tis layd,that you Greeks aboue 
all things eſtceme liberty & equality: butamong many 
otherour excellent cuſtomes & ordinances, wee indge 
this to be the beſt, torcuerence and adore our King,as 
the Imageof the God of nature, that maintaynes all 
things intheir being and perfeRion. And we may wel 


interre as Haillan doth , Familtaritas parit contemproum, T erenes, 
and comemplus, coniurationem: le meſpriſe eſt la cauſe de Haillan, 
comurations contre le Prince: Familiarity breeds con- 


tempt, and contempt, treaſon. 


_ You ſawhere in Orlcans, when the Italian Commes 
dians were to play before him, how himſelfe came whi- 
H 4 fling 
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fling witha ſmall wandto ſcowre the coaſt, and make 
place forthe raſcall Players (for indeed theſe were the 


Terence, Worlt compaay, and ſuch asin their owne Countrey 
Regem ſ«- are out of requeſt) you haue nortſecnc inthe Innes of 
milierem Court, a Hall better made: athing, me thought, moſt 


derogatory tothe Maicſty of a King of France, 

And lately at Paris(as they tellvs)when the Spaniſh 
Hoſtages were to be entertayned, he did Vſher it inthe 
great Chamber, as he had done here before; and eſpy- 
ing the Chayre notto ſtand well vader the State, men. 


-ded it hand(omly himſelfe, and then fet him downeto 


giue them audience. 

It followeth, I ſpeake of his deſcent and Pedigree, 
whercin you ſhall ſee hee is lineally deſcended of the 
houſe of Burben,from Robert, Earle of Clermont,yonger 
ſonne to Lewes, ſurnamed the Saint, from whome (tor 
default of heires males in the houſe of Ya/0:s, deſcen- 
ding of Philip le hardi, the elder brother) hee is now 
rightly entituled tothe Crowne of France, The lincall 
deſcent of this houſe of Barbow, whoſe word is E/pe- 
rawce( Hope) is this : 


Saint 


WaIT His 


Fils 
Pedi- 
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fling with a ſmall wand to ſcowre the coaſt, and make 
place forthe raſcall Players (for indeed theſe were the 
Terence, Worlt compaay, and ſuch asin their owne Countrey 
Regem ſa- are out of requeſt) you hauenot ſcene inthe Innes of 
milicrem Court, a Hall better made: athing, me thought, moſt 


derogatory tothe Maieſty of a King of France, 
Andlately at Paris(as they tellvs)when the Spaniſh 
Hoſtages were to be entertayned, he did Vſher it inthe 
great Chamber, as hehad done here before; and eſpy- 
ing the Chayre notro ſtand wellvnder the State, men. 


.ded it handſomly himſelfe, and then fet him downe to 


giue them audience. 

It followeth, I ſpeake of his deſcent and Pedigree; 
whercin you ſhall ſec hee is lineally deſcended of the 
houſe of Burben,from Robert, Earle of Clermont,yonger 
ſonneto Lewes, ſurnamed the Saint, from whome (tor 
default of heires males in the houſe of Yalors, deicen- 
ding of Philip le hardi, the elder brother) hee is now 
rightly entituled tothe Crowne of France, The lincall 
deſcent of this houſe of Barbow, whoſe word is Eſpe- 
rawce( Hope)is this : 


Saint 


Saint Lewes had two ſonnes,namely, 


Philip le Hardy, King of 


France. 


You may obſerue in this 
waſte ſpace of paper, that ut 
the yeere 1328. Philip, who 
was ſonne to Char les Count 
of Valois,came to the crownr, 
by the name of Philip the 
ixth of I alois : ſince when, 
all the Kings of this cider 
houſe are call:d (de I alots) 
not that it ts the ſur-name of 
their F analy which moſt wri- 
ters, and cuen the French | 
cheniſelurs Þaue thou; ht, 


Haillan, lib. 3. d Eſtar. 


A 


2 


| Robert, Eark of Cleremont, 
married to Beatrice, daughter to 
Archibald of Burbon, 


| 
Lewes , Count of E exert; a 


firſt Duke of Burbon, married to 


N\lary,Counteſſe of Fleynale. 


| 
Jaques, Duke of Burbon, maried 
to lanc de S. Paul, 


| 
John, Duke of Burbon,Count of 


March,mariedto Katherin,Coun- 


teſſe of FF andoſme. 


| 
Lewes of Burbon,Count of Len- 
do/me,maricdto Jane off Lauall, 


| 
lobn of- Purbon. (ount of L-” en- 
doſme, and Iſabel his wife, 
| 


Francis of Bur. Count of I/ en= 
doſme,to Mary of Luxembroughe, 
Counteſſc of 9. Paul, 

| 


Charles of Burbon, to Francis 
C of  ; {c Iic ont. 
| 


Anthony of | rancis Du. |Charles lobn, Du. | Marguerite | Lewes of 


Burb. King of Angue. Card of Jof Ang. |maried to the |Bur. Prince 
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Anthony of \Francis Du. |Charles |Tobn, Du. Marguerite 
Burb. Ring of Angue. Card fl Ang. maried to the 
of Nauarre. Burbon. 
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Henry 4. A. | Katherine, | PER 0 
of Þ rance © Princeſſe of | E1enry, Þ. 
Nauarre, 3. Navarre, of Conde. 
baſe children. \now preſjentl) .— 
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| "—Y | of Conde, here 
Pg »4 Lorraine. _ apparent tothe 
Cuſar D. | Adenryerte [A lexan- Crowne of 
del” an- [adaugbrer.|er , Count France. 
doſme. Je Foix. 
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Francis of Bur. Count of 1/ ”_ 
doſme,to Mary of Luxembrou che, 
Ceunteſſe of S. Paul. 


| 
Charles of Burbon, to. Francis 


WO 
Lewes of 
Bur. Prince 


D.of Nener. | of Conde. 


- _—_ Jr _ 
Francis, P, \Charkes, 


f Conty. |Count of 


H oiſſons. 


Place this leafe betweene H & 1, 


Ow vee leefrom what Anceſtors heis come: yee mult alſo obſcrue whar His 


flue is come of hin, Inthe vnfortunare and inhumane maſlacre at Paris, childre. 
whercinthe olde Admirall,the greateſt Sou'dier in France, and many thouſand 
of other ofthe Religion were murdered, the lame time was this King married to 
Marquerite de Yalots,daughterro Henry thelecond,andhitterto the lalt King: 
Wirth her cheſe many yeres patt,he harh nor lived, neicher hathby her any iſſue. 
| hauc heard,the reaſon of theic liuing apart, is her incontinencie. By Madame 
Monceau his Miſtrifſe, whome ot late he hath made Dutrchelſlc of Beaufort,hee 
hath three childrenliuing: bur by reaſon of their illegitimationand incapabilitic 
ro ſucceede,the apparency of Inheritance as yet bideth in the yourg Prince of 
Condieatowardly Gentleman, ofmuch hope,and yery well tauourcd, of the 


age of 11. yeeres, whome ye ſaw at S. aur, 


Concerning 
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Concerningthe Coronation of the Kings of France, 


I read,that inthe firſt race, they vied no other ſolemni. 4 
tie, but onelyto lift him vp vpon a ſhield , and cary Coro- 

him abourthe Campe; crying, Fine { Rey : God ſaue nation. 
the King : forthus ds Harlan out of Gregory de Tours re- Hail, l,z 


porteth of the crowning of Claw, the firſt that was 
chritned, Sinceinthe yeere 1179. Philip Auguſtus 
ordainedthe Coronation to be alwayes at Rhemes in 
Champaieme : for before that time, they were crowacd 
(bur not here) as Lewes the Groſſe at Orleans 1009, Pepin 
at Soiffons , and Charlemazne at S, Demis. And fincethen 
ali0,vpon occaſton, they change ſometimes the place, 
as yclceinthis King for example , who was crowned 
at Charrves, 

The ornaments heretofore vſcd at this folemniza- 
tion,ue theſe: Agreatcrowne of gold , wherewith he 
is crowcd:alefle crowne,which he beares that day at 
dinner,maie by Phi/sp _Au2u/tus. The Camiloles,San- 
d:lcs, Tunicke, Dalmaticke,and Mamtelot blue Satten, 
made by Henry 2 , whoallo guniſhed of new, the olde 
Crowazs, the Scepter , the Sword , the Spurres. All 
which wercordinarily keptin the Churchof $, Den: 
whence mtheſe late ciuill warres, they were taken by 


the Lea2ue, and money made of them. Le Ligne vn Hail l. 3, 


monſlre inſatiable, vn goaffre qui dewoure tout , wn few qui 
conſume tout , vn torrent qu1 raine tout, a valls, briſ-, ceſſc, 
fonds, tous ces ornements rojaux : The League, a!Aanſter 
that cates all, a Gulfe that deuoures a!l, a fire that con- 
{umes all, a Torrent that ruines all, hath ſollen , bru- 
229, broken, meltedall theſe hou ornaments, 

The King of France preſent hath made newe orna- 


ments {or the Coronation, which youſaw at S, Dew1s, 
I The 
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hc Pcincesand Pecres of France haue t!1c{c Offices 
1311.6. 3, in thar{oiemnitic , The archbiſhop of Rbemes Quth an- 
noint him King, TheBzſnep of Zaow beares the Amputile, 
TT he Bijnop of beannais beares the ManteilRoyall, The 
Biſhsp of Neyon, the Girdell, The Biſhep of Chaalons, the 
Ring. The Dake of Bargonaie, the Crowne, The Dutc of 
Guyenne, the hift Banner . The Dake of Nor manave, the 
lecond , The Count of T zolenſe the Spurres , The Count 
of Champargne, the Banner Royall or Standard. The 
Count of Flazacrs , the Sword royail. 't ns crowned, 
hee holdeth the 5word in hishand, and turning him- 
{z]te toure times, Eaſt, VWelt, Nonh, arid Suuth, pro= 
teſteth to deſend the Church, and maintaine Iuiſtice as 
painſt all perſons of che world ; For which kcc hath 
the Ticle of Afoit Chriſtian King , and firſt Sonre of the 
Charch: and is in rightto have precedence nex: the Eme 
peronr, betore all Princes Chriſtianz though the Spani/b 
Embaſladour cf late, hath thruit tor the place, and ſom- 
times had it, asnaimcly,atthe Councel of Trent: w hich 
wrong attcrward, thc Popeand Colledge of Cardinals 
conteciicd, and ditauovyed the fa, 

The Spaniard alſyv once ſince at the E mperonrs 
Courr tooke the place, and in Polonia likewite they 
lately ſtriuea, where it was ordeined (as our laiw is at 
the Ordinzrics in London) that hee which came firlt, 
ſhould fir hilt , The T wrke, when hee writes to him 
this Title, Le plus grand, et le Maieur des plus grands Prin- 


ces Chreſttem, The greateſt and chiefelt of thc greateſt 
Chriſtian Princes, 


Ari whereas Haillen, butwith nogreat ground out 


et Hiltories, would necdesinf-rreg that all other Chris 
ſtian 
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ſtian Priaces hold of the Empite, he aleageth for a 51> 
gular preeminence and precogatiue, rhat this King 
holderh nothing citherot the Empire , or Church of 
Rome , but that he is next and immediarly vnder God, 
ſupreme , both ouer the CiuillanJ Ecclefiaſtickebodie 
of Frmce :becaule ( (aith he )he can impoſe taxes 2: | 
p1y -ncats vpon the Church,withour asking the Pope 
leauc; he cannot onely reſent, but ailo corfterre ber, o- 
fces; he hath in rig »brtheEle&ion ot the Pope, as Chay- 
lemagze had , thoi agh Lewes Debounarre, his lonne, rc- 
nounced againe this authoritie: for, #7 isy ne peut 
griitter ſon arertt; A King cann: teiue away ns ing'i, 

But Chorles the Great had not this power, as he was 
King of Frzncegbut as he was Emperour:l thinkethere- 
forc he doth the Empire wrong ( ts whom doubtleſle 
this right (till bclongerh ) to beitow it v vpon France, 
For when the Empire was trantiated out of [rence 
ito Germante, which was inthe yeere $30. then were 


alſ-y all rightes and prjuiledges, thereto belonging , of 


neceffity to leave this Countrey, together withthe Em. 
piregto which they aje infeparably 'annexcd: As for the 
Pope, ouer whom the French writers will necdes giue 
their King a priuiledge of Ele&ion,he defifes them(for 
cught I canlearre) ro hanc an care in their boat rather, 
Conceraing the Armes of Fraxce , they have Ciuers 
times, as 1t appeares by aiſtoric, beene altered. For the ,_ 
fiſt Armes were three Toades, Ater that, changed to 
three Creilants ,then tothiree (Crownes, and lattly, 
the time when France embraced the Chriſtian wry 
there were ſenrthem from heauen (fay their fabulous 


vi ——__ fleurs ac lys i'6r enchamp & azure. The flours 146) / 
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With theſe armes of France, the King nowe preſent 
quartercth his Armes of Navarre, which, whether it 
be a wheele or a chaine with a Carbuncle in the mid(t 
as (one {ay, or what cls I knowe not, I cannot yetbee 
latisfied of any Frenchman thatT have asked, 

| ſhould now by courle (peake of the French Court, 
whercin, having yet ſpent no time, I have little to lay, 
I make no queſtion, but at our returne intothele parts, 
you will ſuthcicntly infiruft your felte therein, as with 
the diuers offices, the number ot the Noblefle that ordi- 
narily follow it, and their feuerall hun.ours and fa- 
ſhious, which is a thing very fit tor yuu to obſcrue, [I 
can onely remember you ot that,which your clte have 
read in the booke ot the late troubles, ( which you 
may well call an Hiltoricall declamation, or dcclama- 
tory hiſtory ) where it is laid, [amais la Conr de nos Roys, 
qu: eſtoit autres-fers, le ſeminaire des vertus de 1a Nobleſſe 
Frangoiſe , ne regorgea en plus de deſordres des luxes of @ 
exces , que ſous le regne au Henry 3; Neuer did the Court 
ot our Kings , which was heretofore the ſcede-plot of 
vertues for the French Noblefle, more abound in all 
dilorders of wantonnelle and excefle, then vnder the 
raigne of Henry the third, But that was acenſurc ct the 
Court,in the daycs of a Prince giuenouerto pleaſures, 
and exccihie ſpending, inſomuchas I have here heard 
lay,that the only lolemnizing of the marriage of Duke 
{oyewſe ( his Mignion ) coſt himewo hundred thouland 
crownes. But it islikely,thatnow the humour of the 
king being otherwiſe, the taſhionalſo of the Court is 
changed; tor, 

Key1s ad exemplum totus componituy orbis: 

Lookein what mould the Kings form'd, 


To 
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To tbat his ſubicRs are conform'd, 

W hereot you may have two very fit examples here 
in France;of Lewes,the 11, and Frances the 1, without 
ſeeking further, 

King Lewes would have his ſonne Charles learne no 
Latine, forlooth,but onely this ſentence, 2us neſcrt d1(- 
ſimmlare neſcit reenare, He that knowes not how to dil- 
ſ{emble, knowes not how to raigne, Hereuponallthe 
Court began to deſpile learning,and to ſay, that Latine | 
was for a Prieſt, not fora Gentleman : And that it was 
learning ynough for a Nobleman , if hee could 
write his owne name, yea, 'andI haue heard of 
an Admirall of France , that could not do that ncither, 

Theſccond example is, of Frances the firſt, who 
cut his hayre ſhort, becauſe of a hurt hee had in his 
head: and preſently all the Court and Nobleſle tol- 
lowed that taſhion, cutting (fayth Bedis) theirlong Ped, k, 4. 
lockes, qu eſfoit  ancienne marque de beaute , et de la No- 
bleſſe : Which was the ancient badge of beauty, and 
Nobilitie, Which olde faſhion , 1 doubrnot burthey 
had trum the Lacedemorians , whole youth were all of 
them commaunded ro weare long locks, becauſe (faith 
their Law- maker) Les chenewx rencent ceux qus ſent be- 
aux encore plus beaux, et cenx qui ſont laid; plus eſpounenta- 
bles et plus bidewx 4 vorr : Long hayre wakes ſuch asare 
louely, more loucly,& ſuch as are hard-tauoured, more 
dreadfull and hideous to behold. 

The carriage of a Prince, thovgh it beea natura!! de- 
fe&,and diſgracetul,is oftentimes imitated of the Cour- 
ticrs by aftcAation. Philip of Maceden, and Ferdinand 
of Naples, beld their heads awry vpon the one ſhoulder, 
and both their Counts tollowed, Tel Maiftre, tel wallet; 


I 3 Like 


hut. ] ys 
T4 


_ a 
_ CC 


4 


Offi- 
Cers of 


| % 
4 o 1 
WIL "THE. 


Eramd 
M', of 
France; 
Car car 
Matter, 
Hail, ls.3. 


i » 


Dey trowb. 


lis, 4+ 


Grand 
Pantiier: 
Creat 
Pamiler, 


The view of France. 


Like Miſterylik? min. You ſee, in that thing wiizrein 
you would moſt be inſtrutted, Lamleaſt able ro ſnisfic 
you,by reaſ >n we haue not ſeenethe Courtar all, {ive 
only two dayes, while it (taid here at Orleans, Hovbeit, 
out of that which I there (ay, which [ hauc heard of 9- 
thers,and read in Authors, I willaluenture torcl ite, 
couccrning the Otticers ot this Court ; for as for or'ier 
preat Offices,as of Conſtable, Aamirall,; Atirſha/ Gravd 
M.ot the Eaves and Ferreitr, Grand M. ofthe artillery, 
and others,[ ſhall ſpeake otthem, when I come to relate 
of the Kings Forces ingenerall, to which piace theſe 
Oftices eſpecially appertayne, 

The tit Office then ot Court, is that of the Graud 
HMaiſtre,Great Maſter, which in elder times was called 
Comte de Palais, Earle ofthe Palace , and after changed 
into thename of Gran Seneſchal, and now laſtly into 
Grand Maiſtre.The Cont Sorſſoms youngeſt SON to Lewes 
of Burben, Prince of Condie, doth now cnioy this place, 
It was notlong fince,in the houſe Memorency; but the 
French Kinz,tofauor the D,of Gaiſe,ypon whom he be- 
ſtowet the place,cauſed the other to quit it. It is his of- 
hce,to iudge of matters of diflerence, betweene other 
Oftices of Court, He hadalforhe charge ro giue the 
word to the Gard, ro kceepethe keves of the Kings pris 
uatc lodging &toderermine indiſputesamog Princes, 
that followed the Court,for their lodgings. In aflEblies 
hehterhright betoreche K, a ſtayre lower, as you rca4 
inthe Derna.Trovi, Grand Bowtelher, or Eſchangon,Great 
Butler or T alter,»as in former times, agreat Office in 
the K:ngs houlc, they had placein the Cort of T41- 
[tice,as Pceres, This ©fice was long inthe houſ: of the 
Countes of Seniz'+ it 15 now vaniſhed, and onely th-1c re- 
maines that ct the Grand Panctier, This Office 15 anci- 


ent? 


The view of France. 


ent; he hath belicdes the Kings houſe, ſuperintendence 
ouer al: Egkers inthe City and Suburbs of Paris, They £01 
which were wont to be called Pazetiers,Eſchanons,and bommes 
valle ts trenchans: Pantlers, Taſtersand Carucrs,arenow /07«1ers 
called Gentils-hommes Seraitears de la Cour 5, Gentlemen © {4 Cour 
W\ ayters of the Cour. Gentle» 
The Office of grand Chambel/an, preat Chamberlayn, \,** 
was long in the houſe of Tankeywile; he lay at the Kings - vpn 
feet, when the Queene was not there, His priuiled bo _ 
| | . P 85 Court, 
are now nothing ſo many as in times paſt. Thoſe which centilse 
werethen called Chambellans, Chamberlaines,are now hommes 
Gemtil-hommes de la Chambre,Gentlemen ot the Chain- ge 1; 
ber, The oftice of grand Eſcuter,great Elquiet,is not very chambre: 
ancient, though now it be v | 0 
,thoughnow it be very Honourable, and isthe Gentle. 
ſamethatM.ot the Horſe isin the Coun ot England ; men of 
for it Is taken out of the Conſtables office, ro whom it © ings 
properly appertained,& thereof he had his name,Cene- Chamber 
flable, quaſi Comes ſtabuli, Count of the ſtable. It was firſt ©! 44 
inſtituted inthe time of Charles 7, Inthe K,cntrance in. Eſcuyer: 
to the Ciry,he carries the Sword ſhcathed betore him, orgy. 
The cloth of Eſtate carried ouer the king by the Maior dar 
and Shcriftes,belongs to his F [0 mia ne 
n z,bclongs to his Fee, No man may be the 1;c lore 
Kings 5pur-maker, Mare/chall,and ſuch like Othcer,but 1111.6. 3, 
he muſt have it of him as alioall other inieriour offices 
belonging to theRables, He hadinrimes paſt, the com- 
maund ouer ſtages of Pouſt-horſes ; but now the Con- 
treroller,generall of the layd Poſts, hath it This Otice | , 
i5now wo by Monſieur de T hermes,Sergnins at Bel. Maiftre 
legarde, a eallne Gentleman, and one ot the fine: a Hoſtel: 
Courticrs of France, The Ottice of IMaiftre a ho. 5" 
bel du Roy, Maſter or Steward of the Kings houle, 321, 
/ 9 , Maſicr or S:eward of the Kings houſe, ,...1 
hath charge ouer the expcrce of the Kings toute ; "Wy" 20070 
L, 
4 Fer houſc, 
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For a marke ofhis authoritie, hee carrics a Truncheon 
tiptatboth ends with Siluer and gilt , and marcherh 
_ the Sewer,whea the Kings dinner comes tothe 
Table, 

No Sergeant canarreſt any of the Kings bouſc, with. 
outtheirleauc, They ſerue quarterly ; they were wont 
to bee but foure, butnow I haue heard it credibly ſaid, 
they bee $0, inname, but all oftthele doe not cxecute 
Prevoſt de the Office. The Grand Prenoft de France et de!" hoſtel du 
France, #9), Gre Proudoſt of France, and of the Kings houſe, 
&. ? focalled, ſince Charles the ninth + for before, hee was 
called, Roy des r1bauds, King of the Raskals: His Ofaceis 


Grand 


Great 


Proucſt to ſtickleamon2 the Szruants,Pages,Lacquris,and Fils 
of France les detoye(Punkes or plealam (inners) which toilow the 
GC» Courr, and to puaiſh all oFences 1a theſe pe.»pie, 


Haill.l,z. I ſhould haue named before theſe lat, as a place 
Grand myre honourable, the Office of Grand Fauconzrer, and 
Faucon- Grand Venneur, Great Faulconer, a1d great Hunc,who 
meret havcauthoricic ouer all Olficers of cha(2. T hey of the 
grand Kings chamber,areeither Gentuls hommes de la Chambre, 
Yenneur, Gentlemen ofthe Chamber, of whom | ſpake before,or 
_ V allets de la Chambre,Groomes ofths Chamber,which 
I 21 Arebutbale Groomesand Rotariers, yeomen. 

. Les cent Gentils-homwer de ſa Garde, The hundred 
Hune, Geatlemen of his Gard { though there bee two hun- 
Gentils 4red ofthem) they hold and vie a weapon , called 
howme, £* bec de corbin : They march two and two be- 
deſagard forehim : they are part French, and part Scors : The 
Gentle. $9 carries a white Caſlocke , powdred with Siluer 
menof Pplines,and the Kings dzuiſe vpon it : The French weare 
the Kings the Kingscolours. There isallo a Gard of Swiſſe, at- 


Gard, ticedia particoloured Cloth , drawae out with Silke, 
aftcr 


P_ 


The view of France. 


aſter their Countrey faſhion : theſe follow the Court 

alwayecs on foot, the other on horſe , Where,by the 

way yee may od{erue,that the reaſon ofthe enterraine- 

ment of Scets in the Kivgs Gard, is (as one faith) be- : 

caule theywere Anciew; ennemy des Anglors, Ancient ene- def Has 
micstothe Engliſh : and ever fince the houle of £4»ft- ' 
rich matched with that of Bargogne , the King hath had 

alſo his Gard of Swiſſer , Exnemys bereditaires de la mate commine 
ſend CAuſtriche , Hereditatic enemics of the houle of cop. 11 g. 
Auſtria. 

There belongs to the Count alſo the MHareſchaux 
des logrs, Marſhals of Lodgings, and Feurriers, Hatvin- 
gers: they have like Offices as the Haruengers in the 
Encliſh Court: there bee allo divers others which arc 
here needleſie ro be ſpoken of,nd wherwith your pur- 
poſc isto bee better acquainted hereaſter, I will there- 
torc proceede to ſpeake of the order of France , which 
was 1-ſttuted by Henrietke third, Annol 579, andis *, 
called, L'ordre aw $.E(prie, The Order of the holy Ghoſt, <7: 
The reaſon of this inflitution, was,Comme we autentique mer, 
declaration, qu'Ul ne pounort ny aymer, ny faire bien aux Here. of the _ 
Hque:, of le cant par 11 (erment ſolemnel tous les Chenalliers - Hier as 
des conditt hs qui we plaijent qu'aux ames toutes Catholiques: Gl ON / 
As an authenticall dcclaration, that hee could neuher © * 
loue, not favour the Hugt.enots, binding by a folemne 
oath all the Knights, to conditions {uteable onrly to 
mindes intirely Catholiques, Whereby yee may note, 
that none of the Nabilific of the Religion are of this or- 
der , ncith.er was this King l::mſelfe of it, till gy. when 
being crowned at Charrres, he twoke it vpon him, 

Among many other {ta:ures of this order,this is one, 
That none ate capable tlicrcof, except he can proue his 
Nobulliic 
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Nobilitie, by three deſcents, from the Fathers (ide, You 
hauc many in France, that are called Cheualiiers des ordres 
dere); Knights ofthe Kings orders: that is, both of the 


«© Michagt 2ider of Saint Eſprit, and Saint AMichaclalſo, The or- 
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der of Saint Micharl was inſtitured by Lewes the 11. in 
theyere 1469, the ſtatutes whereof are compriſed in 
98, Articles ; among(t which rhis is one , That there 
ſhould neuer beaboue thirty fixe of the order, Bur (airh 
La Noae, this Article was fo ill obſerued,that at one time 
there haue bin zoo. whereof 100, ſhortly after,by reaſon 
of thegreat charges, and traynethey kept, were forced 
(as he there (aith)Serrer le colier dans leurs cof fres; To lock 
vptheic collers in their Cofers, Inthe yeere 60,were 
18,created ofthis order. Athingnot before heard of, 
that ſo many ſhould be madeat once : which the Conſls- 
ble Ciſliking,ſaid,0ue Þ ordre eftoit mis en diſorare ; the or- 
der was difordred, Againſt which, 894m allo inueigh- 
eth,and again{tthe number of Barons made in France, 
without cither deſert, orliuing. And another com- 
plaineth,that the honourable exders of France are exps- 
ſes al ambition qui eftozent deſlinez, aw merite : Expoſed tO 
ambition,which were dedicated oncly to deſerts. 

You muſt notethat of S, Aichaels order,there were 2, 
ſortes,du grandorare , et du petit : the great and the (mall 
order : Thoſe wore acoller of Maſſi: gold; theſc onely 
a Ribbon of filke, Beforetheſe was the order De Þ effo- 
ille,ot the Starre;or as others call it, De la vierge Marie; of 
the Virgine Mary, inſtituted by /eba the French Kings 
anno,1355. whichafter,orowing too common (a fault 
generally noted in all Countries,where orders are crec- 
ted thatthey bec beſtowed vpon too many , and ſome 
vnworthy,exceptonely inthe moſt noblc order of che 

Garter, 
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Garter, hich by the conſeſlion of all writers, maintay. 

»eth (11]l ys ancient glory)the order ofthe Starre,l lay, 
growing too common,andthereforethe Princes, and 

nobler tort, diſdayning to weare it,it was beſtowed yp- 

on the ( Archers aw guel, whoſtill weare itgthe Nobility py,,y,j », 
hauing long ſince quittedit. Butthemoſt ancient or- - 
der of France,is that of the Genexe, inſtituted by C. Mar- ofthe 
tell, The Knights of this order, worea Ring, wherein Genete, 
was engrauen the forine ofa Generte, The caule of infti- 

ruting this order,is not knowne!; it endured till S, Lewes 14,;.2, 
his time, 

Beſides theſe foure forenamed orders, which haue 
becae inſtituted by Kings, Ireade allo of two others 
in France, which had their ereRion by Princes of the 
bloud, and were onely taken by Knights of their par- 
tie, 
The order of the Porc-e/pic,raſed by the Duke of 0rle- O/the 
4n;zin enuy of the order of his enemy, the Duke of Buy- Porceſpic 

09m, 

"The order ofthe Croiante, or Halte-Moone, by tiic /the 
Duke of Anime, anno, 1464, with this Mort ( Los) 5 09" 
as who would ſay, Ls en croiſſant,Prayle by encreaſing, "Ma 
The Knighrsof this order, had in the middeſt of the * 
Creſlant,a Truncheon, to lignific hee had beene in the 
warres : (for elſe he mightnot bee of that order) if 
ewice, thentwo Truncheons; it thrice, three; and 
loorderly. His Habillement wasa Mantle of Crymo- 

{in Veluct, anda white Veluet Cap, 

It is not much impertinent,herealſoto obſerue, what 
orders hauc bene «1ecd in other Countries; whereof, 
the moſt Noble & renowmed order of $,George of Eng. Of Saint 
land,is the chicteſt, & _ Oy tuſt toberemembied. Gear: 
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le was inſtituted in King Edwerdthe z, time, before 
any of theſe of France, except oncly that of the Geney, 
which (no doubt) was ſome obſcure Order, as appea- 
rethby the place where it was wornez and by the little, 
Grice nothi::, walch tas Frenea Writzrs ſpeike 
thereof, 
The Gol- Thenextisthe order ofthe Toiſon Por, The Gol Jon 
dt Fleece, Fleece, ereted by Philip the ſecund, Duke of Burg o7ne, 
Thecoller of this order hath a Goidea Fleece hinging 
Confer, des at the end,in memory (fume (av) of Gedeors Fleece s 0+ 
Ordon, thers(which is moſt lixcly)ot che G alden Fleece of C-/. 
chas, which laſon with his gallants of Greece votre 
for. The tcait of theſe Knights, is kep: vpon Sa t 
CAndrewes day. The habillements, a mantic ot Crym- 
fon Veluet,and acap of violet coluar ; It was in(t1t111d 
Of the A» anno, 1 4 39, There isalſothe order of the 4nnuncias, 
punciati- erected by Amadeus Duke of Sexey; In the col:or titer 
ow, of is written in Letters of gold, or ſton+, this word, 
(fert,fert,fert) thrice, in honour of LAmade ie 21 and, this 
Predecelloc ; fiznitying ( Fortitugo arm; Rhonum tenult t 
His valour kept Rhodes j tr that hee helped the K 1:g11S 
of leraſalems to win Rhodes, vpon the Twks , wiiici 1s 
ſince againereconquered, and they driueninto the i{le 
of Males: Atthecnd tithe collee hangs the partreict 
of the Oftbevirgine Mary,and the Angell{alvng ter, 
Knights Otthe order ofthe Knights of © alrs, ver 311 ſer a 
of Malta whole Booke wricten, when ye comets Italy: As all 
of Saint of that of Saint Srephen,intiruted by Coaſt mo M: ict , firſt 
Stephen, Duke of the ynited forces of Florence,und Stenma, 1 will 
of the *herefore omitto (peake,cither ofthe one, or other. As 
band or Alſo of the order of the 5andor Sterfe, infſtitur-c 


Searfe, Alpbonſe, King of Arragon , whereof I wait (utticient 
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matter to relate, Iwill end this diſcourſe of Orders 

of knighthood,with this one obſeruation, that is,that in 

times paſt, there were(as with vs) Knights, which not- 
withſtanding, were not of the Order. Of theſe, were 7,1,,. ,.. 3 
three ſortes, Chenallier: Banmerets, Chenalliers Bachelers , c il, \o 
and Ces ulers Eſcuyers : Knights Bannerets, Knights 
Batchelers, and Knights Eſquires, or Armot-bearcrs 

The firſt had twiſe as much penſion as the ſecond, and 

they twiſe as much as the third. It followerh I ſpeake of /-7;5 
his Forces, as well horſe as foote, of which this Coun- j- _... 
trey is very well turnithed, and indeede vanteth (and 
thinke worthily) to bethe beſt and te Genſaarme- 

b 


rie of any Realine in Chriſtendome 2 bpron theother 
ſ1Je, their foote haue na reputation; inlomuch as the 
laſt yere befeveAmyens, we thould heare the Spaniard 
within the Towne, (prake ouer the wailes roour Eng+ 
liſh Souldiers in their [renches , after we ha4 (aned the 
Kings Canon, from which the French were thame- 
fully beaten by them within (allying out vpon them: 

Youare tall Souldiers(fay they) and we honour you », 
much, notthinking any toote to comme neere vs 19 repu- ,, 
tation bur you, and rherefore, when you ol the Engh/h ,, 
comedowne rothe Trenches, wee doudle our Gard, ,, 
and looke for blowes : bur as tor theſe baſe and vawor- 3, 
thic French, when they come, wee inake accompt wee ,, 
haue nothing to doe that day , but play at Cardes, or ,, 
ſleepe vpon our Rampart. Ot both theſe Forces of ,, 
horſe and foote of Fra:ce , you are tonote this which 
followeth, 

It is reported of the great Turke, that when hee con. "447, /o- 

quereth any Prouince or Countrey , hee diuideththe*%*" 


Lands vpon his horſemen to each his portion, withan 
K Z exemption 
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exemption of paying eitherrent, taxe, or taliage what- 
ſocucr;onely they are bound toſerue the Grand 52wore, 
(Great Turke)witha proportion of korſear their owne 
charge, and in their owne perſon in his wartcs, except 
eitherageor ſickneſſe hinder , whichare the two onely 

Fedin i, 5 Excuſes admitted, Thele are called his Timar:: of like 
natureas arethe Ca/zrerof Egypt, You ſhall finde this 

LaNoue, that Towins ſaith,contirmed by La Nowe ſpeaking of Greece, 
Os (faith he) ls tirent leurs meiilenrs homes de guerre ſur 
lewys terres conguiſes , qui ils eur departent , 4 la charge de e 
remty ey ſquepage, pour venir (truir aw mandement de grand 
Seignewr : From whence hee draweth his beſt men of 
warre, dwelling vpon the conquered Lands which hee 
diuidethamong them , vpon condition that they (hall 
alwayes be readic to {eruc at the commandement of the 
great Turke, 
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q 50 didthe Kings of France in formertimes beſtowe 


vpon Gentlemen, diucrs landsand poſicfſions, freeing 
them likewite trom taxes and aides , ypon condition to 
hauetheir perlonall ſcruice in time of neede. Thele 
Ha'l,z3, lands were called (Feifs:) inſtiruted before Charlewegne 
his time, bur till then, they were giuen only for lite(as at 
this day are thoſe of the Tarkes:) but ſince, they bee he+ 
reditaty, The word Feif, hath his Etymologic of ( Foy) 
Faith: ſfignifying lands giuen by the King to his Nobi. 
Ordinn, \itic or men of deſert, with Haulte e# baſſei#ſtice, with 
an acknowledgement of tcaltic and homzge , and (cr- 
uice of the King in his warres at their owne charge, 
Some Ferfwas bound ro finde a man at armes: ſome an 
Archer, ſomethe third, and ſomethe fourth of aman 
 atmcs, accotding tothe quantitizof land hee held. 
Hethat had land from the valew of fiueto lixe hundred 
of Ligres 
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Linrts reat (that is from fittie to ſixtic pound ſterling) 

was bound to fande, Y# howme de cheudl en habillement 4 0:4, 9.2 , 
hommes 4 armes: A man on horſebacke, furniſhed for a 1 5 47. 
man atarmes: And from three to foure hundred, Fers 
vnbuw homme de chenal lezer : A gool lighthorſe-man, 
Who,itic pleaſe the Prince, and vpon vccafion of ſer- 

vice, [hall quitte his horſe and (crue on foot, prouided 

that hee haue with him a vallet Harquebutier , Bur 

they that had lefſe then three or foure hundred, had a 

eſſe proportion of charge , There be foure exceptions 
wherea man is not bound to ſerue in perſon # If he bee 

ſicke, if aged, it he beare ſom*= Office, if hee keepe ſome 
Frontier place or other Caſtle of the Kings; tor inthis 

caſe hee may {cnd another, 


Publica militia vaſſallu; muners inſ1e, T#let ve- 
Non renuat, dominiy; libens in caſtra vocatus, cunl, 
Au eat, ants alium pro ſe (ubmiltat iturum, 

CArbitrie domin1 vel quem laudauerit ille, 


Compenſet redimatq; ſuum mercede /aborens. 


They are bound, vpon forfeiture of their (Faf) to 
ſerue three moneths withmrthe Land, and fortic dayes 
without , not counting the dayes of marching. You 
muſt obſerue, that as the Seignewrs holde their (Feif) of 
the King in Hazteiuftice, ſo other Gentlemen hold of 
them in Baſſe iuiice, vpon charge to follow theſe Seig - 
newrs at all times to the warres , For Le feifeft la choſe par tj] ts, 3 
F acceptation de ls quelle cenx qui te tiennext ſont tenus 
aa ferment de fidelite exuers leurs Seigneurs, The Feif 
is the thing , by the acceptation whereof, they thar 
holdit, are bound in oath and tidelitie totheir Lordes: 
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And therefore are called their Yafals of ( Feſſos ) the 
old Gaule word, which ſignifiectt valiant; for co ſuch 
were the Fictes giuen. As for (ſerfs,lauesor villaines) 
theſeare domeſtike , and ſerue vpon baler condition, 
for wages and victuals, There is alſorhe (SubicQ) thar 
is,the poote paiſant thatlaboureth and rilleth the/fefs) 
and therefore yee ſhall heare AMMonfiewy le Gentleman 
ſpcake of ſes terres, ſes hommes,and ſesſubiets; His lands, 
his men, and his Subiecs: and yet himlclfc is vaſlall to 
the Scigneur, that holdes in bauteiaflice, But ye may 
note, that no word of (cruice whatlocuer in this ci- 
courſe , doth preiudice the libcrtie naturall of the val- 
fall. The Subze#, nor ſerf, villaine, are boundto gucto 
the warres, bur onely the vaſlall, The muftcring and 
gathering _— of thele forces , is called the Ban, 
and CArrier-ban, of the Alman words (Here ) exercitus; 
Anamic; and ( bay ) conwocatio: A calling together, 
This Banand Arricrban confiſted anciently of twelue, 
ſometimes hifteene thouſand Genſdarmes ; But aſter the 
corruption thereof, when the fiefs came to be in the 
hands of vnable and vnwoorthy men, the Kings of 
France were forced of later times, to ercc the Gerſ- 
darmes des ordonnances : The Gens-d'armes, or men at 
Armes ot his Ordinances, in Charles 7. time, For ye 
muſt conſ1der,that there haue beene foure principall 
cauſes of the ouerthrowe of this Bay and Moiardes: 
The tilt was the giftsto the Clergie, who it is reported 
hane the fixt part of thelc fiefs in their hands, and con- 
tribute nothing to the waires: foras one ſayeth , 11s ne 
vemlent rien perare , rizn payer , rien contribucr powr leur 
garae, oF neantmoins veulent eſtre garies : They willloſe 
nothung, pay nothing, commbute nothing toward 

thei 
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their garding,& yetnotwithſtading they will be garde. 
The next was the voyages tothe Holy land: tor wht one 
had madea vow to gothither, toſerue againſt the 8#- 
racens,& Infidels,he ſold his Fiet,to furniſh him forthar 
purpoſe. The third was the warres with the Engliſh, 
whercin by force they loſt them. The Jaſt cauſe 1$ 
the ſales of them toallſortes of people, without excep- 
tion,as tothe Lawyer, the Yeoman , andany other vn- 
able perſon whatſocuer,that will buy them; which till 
Ch, 7.they might notdo, Yee ſee then,how neceſſary 
it was ,this olde inſtitution being corruptedand quite 
decayed,to ereta new : which they called Les genſdar- 
mes des ordonnances ; becauſe at their firſt erection, there 
were diuers lawes and ordinances made tor them to 
obſerue, which who fo brake, was ſurely puniſhed, 
They were at firſt only 1500; But ater, they were in- 
creaſed toa hundred Companies, and giuen to diuers 
Princes of the bloud,aad Nobles of France, to conduct 
and commaund,withan honourable penſion; Intheſe 
Companies ſhould be 6000. ( for in ſome there is 100. 
in others but 50.) howbeit, it is thought, in eachcom- 
pany there wants ſome, for the bentfit of the Officers, 
and that in truth, there be not aboue foure thoulſandin 
all. For the maintenance of this Genſdarmerre, there is a 
taxe yerely leuyed vpon the people throughout all 
France,called the Taille, 

Concerning both thenumber of the Genſdarmes,and 
their proportion of allowance, by the T ai{le, it is thus, 


as La Nowe iudgeth; Les gems de cheual du temps du Henry 1. Nouc, 


2,paſſoient ſix mille lances: mais elle! me ſant maintenant que 
quattre mille, Et il me ſemble que quatire regiments a Infan- 
(erie ſe deinent emtretenir en temps de paix, regle7 a ſix cons 
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| bommes charun. Et | 5. mille eſcas per mois y ſuſfiroit : Thi 
Horſemen in th- rime of Heary 2, exceeded the oum- 
ber of 6099, Lances; but they are now but 4095. and 
in mine opinion, ic were fittoemertayne intime of 
peace, foure Regiments of Infantery, of 600, inza a- 
4ntio a yk , ha , 

| X19 Astouchingthe Infaatery, Francis the firſt was the 
[ oy firlt el1at inſtituted che Legionaries, which were in all, 
Infan- 8. Legions,and eucry Legion rocontaine f1xe thouſand, 
{er3, accordingtotherateot theancient Romances. Tic ficlt 
Legion was of Normandy, The next of Srctagne, Oac 

in Picardy, Onc in Burgundy. In Champagne and Niacr 

2015 One. In Dolpheny and Progence one, In Lyonners and 
Auzergne one, And onein Lewgwedocke, Theſe compar 
+ nies were thorny after caſled : andagaine,within cigh» 
; reene yeres erected; and are now againe of late yeeres 
diflulucd, and intheir place, theRegiments noiyinter- 
tayned, which acc tiuc in number: The Regiment of 
the Gard, The Regiment of Picaray, TheRegiment of 
Champagne, The Regiment of Premont, Ani laſtly, 
the Regiment of Gaſcoyue, commonly called rhe Re. 
giment of Navarre, In each of theſe is tweluc hun- 

dred, 

Theleareallnow intime of peacebeſtowed in Ga- 
riſon Townes and frontier places, except thole of [is 

Bodin4.5, Gard. Baking opinion is, that foure Legions of 590035. 
apcece,would (utfice to be maintayned inthis land: {cr 
, (faith he)the Romane Empire, which was twety time; 
Tacitil,1, as great, had neuer bur 11, Legions in pay: butthis is 20 
be vaderſtood of them which were in pay ordinary in 
Italy, beſides thoſe Legions which they had in vther 
tacir Coltties, is in England, Spaine, Low Counttics, 
XC 
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&c, For otherwiſe we read of thoſe Emperors, that had 

31, Legions; & Bears himſclle conteſterh, that Auguſtus 
had at onetime entertaynedin pay forty Legions,at 11, 
millions charge the yere, But this writer, thoughhebe 
approued, as he well defernes; yet | thinke,if he fayled 
in 2ny of his diſcourſe, it was'in matter of Warre, the 
profeſſion whereof did i]] agree with his long Robe: 
yee ſhall therefore take the indgernent of a diſcreete 
Souldier of France, for your direction What torce the 
French can make, or intertaine of _ which is this, 
Si noftre Roy ſentont quan 201/11 luy volul? em mugaerer ſa 
fromttere, veſtimre qu'il powrront pA comPe/ ir vsc Arms 
de ſoixante 6; pagmes ce genſaus mes, vingl Cornettes de cheu- 
aux legrers et crmg Copagnies 4 'Harguebwſi ers « chenal, !t tout 

atlans 61x mille chexanx. A quoy vn pewroit adtonſiey trois 
” quattre male Reiſters plus , cent Enſciones o' Infanterie 
Francoiſe, © quarante de ſes bens amys les Swiſtes Friecyw 
empeſcherait que les amires fronticves me demura/ ent ſuffiſa- 
ment poarneies d hommes : If our King perceyued that 
any} Neighbe ur of his meant toinuade his Frontiers, 1 
thinke he might cafily compoſe an Army of fixty com- 
panies of men at Armes, 20. Corners of light Horſe, 
and fhvecompanics of H: og ers on horſebacke, 
amounting ali to 106000, Horſe, To which hee might 
addethree or foure thouſand Rey ſNcrs, & one hundred 
Enfignes of French fcot, and fourry Enfignes of his 
200d confederares, the Swiſſers, ard yet mayntaine his 
otherfrontiers ſufficiently manned, 

So that vee may conclude, that foure thaufand 
men at Armes, well com plete, and with a preper- 
tion of light Horſe and foote anſwerable, ſhew «th 
:he whole | 10 wer, Beauty, and force of France, 

hb 2 How. 


La Now:, 


_— 4-4» 7 Ao ea 


WE Ez I OT PR REmR—_ a_—_ 


Plut, Al- 
(ib, 


Cabmet 


dn Roy, 


The view of France. 


Howſocuerthe Author of the Cabinet confident]y a- 
uoweth, thatthere may ca(ily beemuſtred, and main- 
tayned fourc{corc and odde thouſand horſe of one 
fortand other,that is, Lance and light horſe, But | tcare 
mee,we may lay ofthem, as F{mtercb ſayth of the No»! 
bleſſe of U1hens, hauing viurped ypon theDemocratie 

ot that City: 1/5 eſtoyent que quattre cens,get rontesfois ſe ſai- 

ſoient appeller les cing mille : They were indeed but 400. 

and yet cauſed themſclucs to be tiled, The fue thou- 

ſand, Sol feareme, hce reckonethafter the Athenian 

rate,ten for one, 

The Cabinets reaſon is this : There be in France fif- 
tiethouſand Gentlemen that are ableto beare Armes : 
for(fayth he)rate this proportion ata Geatlema in cche 
league,by the meaſure at France(where are forty thou- 
ſand in ſquare) and it wanteth but a fift. Howbcit, 
layth hee, in ſome Countrics, ye hall haue thirty or 
forty, within the compaſle of one league,belides their 
children, Our of theſc,if the King would , hee might 
compole a Gendarmery of $000, men at Armes, and 
16000. Archers ; which bodice of 24000. Gentlemen, 
would repreſent inthe field 60000. horſe, Hee might 
allo haue a cavallerie Legiere, of foure or fine thouſand 
Gentlemen. He might alſo furniſhthe 54» and A4ri- 
erban,according tothe olde faſhion, withtwelue or fit- 
tcenethouland Gentlemen, And yet might hee haue 
beſides all this, toure or fiue thouſand for the State of 
his Court,and gouernment ofhis Proninces, This is 
his computation. But you ſhall ſee itproued, when wee 
come tolpeake ofthe Nobiliticof France, that it is ex-+ 
ceedingly (hortned in number , and decayed in cſtare, 
and therefore nothing able to comeneerethis numb:r, 
As 
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As good acoalequent it wereto ſay, that becauſeyee 
have two or three millions of men in England, able to 
fight,that therefore our Statecan bring(o many into the 
field: without conſidering the proviſion of Armes,and 
all other things neceſſary. But this Cadiner was made 
by one of the Religion,that was tranſported out ofhim- 
ſclfe,by the heate of his zeale, and hate tothe temporall 
liuings ofthe Church; Whoſe projects and drifres 
are much like thoſe of the Sapphication of Beggars(abooke 
made in King Henry the cights dayes) where he frameth 
in his fancy an Ytopreand telicitic, not tube hoped in 
France, building Caſtles in the ayre, and concluding, 
that if it would pleaſe the King to aliene the Church 
temporall liuings,and vnite them to the Domaine, ml 
eſt difis facilivs: (athing eaſily ſayd,but notealily done) 
that ouer and beſides the forces of foureſcore thouſand 
horſe abouefaid , hee might alſo maintayne an Infan- 
tery of the French Gentlemen ot twelue thouſand, I- 
tem,another of the populare, of forty eight thouſand, 
And laſtly,yet another [nfantery legionaire of 4$«thou- 
(ind. 

The Supplication was anſwered by Sir Thomas Moore 
his booke, called The Piriful complaint of the puling ſoules 
in Purgatory : How well l knowe not , butofrhis lam 
{ure, thatif fucha number of horſe and toote ſhould ci- 
ther bee maintayned vpon the Church liuing, or vpon 
the poore people (vypon whome all thele charges ot the 
Gendarmeslyeth , here would bee many more puling 
ſoules,and pitifull complayntesin France, then are Sir 
T bomas Moore: Purgatory, 

[Itthen remaines,that we hold our ſelucsto the iudge- 


ment of La New, afore {ct doiwne, whoallo contelleth, 
Lf thar 
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that in Charts the ſixt histime, there were in the fielde, 
rwenticiwo thouſand Lances , butiince the Gendar- 
mere vas in{titured , were nener but once at Yalenci- 
ernes aboue ten thouſand, For as for that great number, 
whereof yee reace 11 LM, A CArgenton , that belicged 
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three ercatPrinces, and the better part 5argoguons. 
There is yet one thing you muſt notre, why the 
French hauc qu't their Lances,and ferve al with the Pi- 
ſtol, whereof yee hall rcad ſomewhat in La Neve, and 
heare more of others by ditcourle, but nothing ot mee 
by writing :tor | dare not deale, YVitre crepraem, in a 
matter | vnierſtand not fully, . 
| muſt now remember you of the Olticers for the war 
in France: arid becauſe watre is made both by Se3 and 
by land , Imuſt alſo1eckon the Sea officers : tor as tor 
the French Kings forces at Sea, I hauenot yet lcarned 
that he hath any, and therefore can ſay nething thereot. 
The firſt and principall, and whichcommandcth all 
inthe Kings abſence, cuen the Peeresand Princes of 
the blood wharſocuer , is the Conſlable ; Who,as hath 
before beene remembred, hath his name of Comes /t1- 
bub, Count of the ſtable, For in formertimes the Kings 
ciefc Officers were called Counts, with an addition of 
their office, as Comes palatii, Comes preſidii, Comer rerum 
privatarum, Comes ſacrarum largitionum, Comes caſirorum, 
Comes nawinm , Count of the Palace, Count of the 
Gard, &c. And though hee hath not now the com- 
mand ofthe Kings hotle, yet keepeth he ſtillthe name: 
This office was erected in Lewes le Grot his time . It was 
beſtowed vpor the houſe of Aremorercie,in Francis 
the firſt bis time, a14 remaynerh ſtill in the ſame, *£'1%y 
The 
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The ancientdeuice of the houſe of Memorency,is this, 


Dieu aide le premeier Chreflten , et premier Baron de France : 3 
God aydthe firſt Chriſtian, ancicct Baron of France, 
Hee hath the keeping of the Sword royall. Andas the 

Grand E{cuyer;, Great Elquire, hath the Sword ia the V1 


ſcabberd D' Azure, ſemve de fleurs de Lys d' or; Azure [ec- 4 
ded witli flowers de Lycec, or addet to iis Armes, to 

beareth the Conflable for an Honour, the naked Sword, | 
the Mare(chals beare the Hache,Battel-axe:and the 1dme- | 
rals the Anchor . The Cenflable and Mareſhals gine the | 
otherothe King: He (iterh chicle ludge atthe table of 


Marble,vpon all perſons, Sites, Actions,and complaints (14 
whatſocuer touching the warres . VV henthe King e 1+ 14 


treth a Citie, in his greateſt pompe,or vpon a deliuerie, 

he gocth before with the ſword naked: & whe the King 

lutech in Aﬀembly of thethree States, he is placed at his 
right hand, He that killeth the Confs(c, is guilty of high 
treaſon, The Mereſhilsarsnamed,as lome lay,of (Mere.) {re £Þ 
Cheual,a Horſe; & (Sthal, )maiſtre, Maſter; Lai commanae 1, . 11 p 
aux cbexaux, Commander ot the horle, Others, of MH x- (,. ,... Lf 
chai limite ou frontiere, March or frontier! qua Preſetlus 4... 
imituw, as it were Goucrnour of the Marches, Till Yi 
Francis the firlt, there were but two inall France ; after, | | 
toure, and now ten ; for as is ſaid before, when any that wh 
held cither ſome ſtrong Crowne or place of importance, Hh 
came into the King, hee did alwayes capitulate,to have 2 | 
ſomeone of thele Othees , belides ſummes of money | 
and Goucrnments alſo; ſuch was the neceſhties of the 

times, ſaich Haifles , Thele, vnderthe Conſtable have 77474, /,, 
the comand oucr all Dukes, Earles, Barons, Captaincs, /L14, 

and Genſdarmes: but may neither giue battail, make pro- 
claination, or !Auſter men, withour his comandement. 
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T hey haue vnder them Licutenants, which they call 
Prewoſts Marſhals , who haue the puniſhing of mutinons 
louldiers , ſuch as quit their colours, Rogues, and 
44mirall ſachlike. There is the office of Admirall, Ce que les Ma- 
reſchaux ſont en une Armee de terre, i Admnaral cit on 
Dern, tr0%, We wauale *.& ces offices ſont diſtingace; A autant que le ſub. 
deft oft different & diners : Looke whatthe Marſhals are 
in aland-Armie, the ſame is the Admirallin a Sea-Ar- 
mie: and theſe two othces are ſeuerall, becauſe the (ub- 
ic of their imployment is diftering and vnlike. 
Calan This office isthe moſt ancient of all France; tor Ceſar 
56, 2, ſpeaketh thereof , Les Admiraux de la Prowence, dt Lre. 
lazne & Narbonne ſont loues pour la =_ & dexterite 
des guerres nauales: The Admirals of Prozence, Bre- 
taiene, and Narbon are much commended for their 
practiſe and $kill inſea-ſeruice, 
I maruaile therefore,why du Haillan reporterth,that 
they were firſt made in Cher lemagnes dayes,and that one 
M. Ritland was the firſt that was made. There arc now 
toure Admiralties , France, Bretagne, Guyenne , and Pro- 
wence, T his laſt isalwayes annexed to the goucrnour- 
ſhip of that Countrey; So that of Gazenne hikewiſc, till 
the King that now is, came tothe Crowne , who before 
was Gouernour and Admirall of Gayenne: but ſince he 
hath diuided the commandes. Yeemay obſeruc in hi- 
ſtories,thart all the while the French voyages were vpon 
the Leuant Seas , either to the Hoh.land, S:cile, or 
Naples, or whitherſocuer, the French alwaycs had thcir 
Dern.trow, Veſlels and Commanders out of Italy. Ls France em- 
» premtoit [es CAdmiranx de Genes, Piſe, de Veniſe, &f de Lu- 
ques : France borrowed their Admirals trom Genoa, 
Piſa, Fenice, and Luce, Theſe haue the tenth of 
all 
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all Gracke, prize or priſoners,that are taken at Seq, 

Before the invention of Shot, there was an Officer 
in France,called, Grand Haifire det arbalefliers, et Cra- Grand 
wequiners , Great Maſter of the Crofle-bowes and In- Maſter of 
eines: (for Craneqeim, is a generall word for all inſtru the Artil- 
mets of battery)which Othce isnow called The Grand (eric, 
Maiſlre de F CArtillerie, Great Maſter of the Artillerie, 

«ho acfirſtalſo, immediatly afterthe inuention of Shor, 
was called Capttarne Generall de U Artillerie , Captaine 
Generall of the Artillerie, 

You haue allo Treaſurers for the Warrer, whichare ci- Trea/u= 
ther ordinarie, or extraordinarie : Thoſe pay the Genſ- rers for 
darmes, and theſe the Regiments of the Infanterie. the Wars, 
Treaſurers ordinaric are ſo many,as there bee places 
wherethey Muſter:Ot cxtraordinary,there be alwayes 
foure, 

The Heraults of France are fixe, Normandy, Guyenne, Heranits, 
Valois, Bretagne, Burgegne, (o called of the Countreyes 
(as with vs in England) and Mont-toy, whois the chicfe 
ef the reſt. Their ancient Office was to bee preſent at 
all luſts, and Tournements, to carrie warre or peace, to 
lummon places, to defie enemie-Princes,to giue armes 
to men new ennobled: Bur now they bee onely vſedat 
Feaſtes, Coronations, Solemnities, Funerals, and ſuch 
like; for they areno more vied in the treatic and negoti- 
ation with forraine Princes. Ithinke the reaſon is, be- 
cauſe the Office hath ot late yeeres beene beſtowed vp- 
on vnworthy and inſufficient perſons. It thall here be 
needlefle toname al other his Othcers ofthe Warres, 
which are all one with thoſe of other Countreyes, 2s 
Collonell, Captaine, Sergeant, Lieftenant, Enfigne,Capporall, 

XC. I will onely remember in a _ the French es” 
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of Muſtering, March, Charge, and ſervice ingenera!l, 
and then proceed to the next branch of this r-l1tion, 
We muſt obſcrueghn (excepting the gens & armes, and 
the Regiments aboucnamed) when any Souldiers are 
taken vp forthe warres,they arenotpreſled, as with vs, 
burthe Cap:ayne hung his Commiſſion, garhereth 
them vp by ſound of D:umme,entertayning oncly Ach 
as will(which may be ſome cauſe of the badneſſe, a:14 
baſeneſle of the French foote) tor being commonly tlie 
raſcall ſort,and ſuch as haue no other meanes, there can- 
not ſettle in their abieR mindes,that true and honoura- 
blereſolution requiſite in a Souldier. This Comnil- 
ſion muſt firſt be ſhewed to the Gonernour, Licutenat- 


generall , Bailiffe, or Sencſhall of the Prouiace, vp9n 


paine of death, Neither isit good, except it bee ſigned 


by the King, and one of the Secretaries of eſtarc,and (ca- 
led withthe great Scale, T he Souldiers leuyed, arc at 
the charge of the Prouince,wherethey be taken vp, till 
they depart the ſame. The:ir Marchit ſhould ſeeme, is 
ſomewhat more ſharpe then ours; For I remembcr1 
have heard ſay,that vpon atime,the ol4c Marſhall Biron 


Sir Re. hould bid Sir Roger Williams bring vp 1115 Companics 


” faſter,taxing the ſlow March of the Eng/iſh « Sir (fayth 
» he)withthis March our forefathers conquered your 


»» Countrey of France,and I meanenottoalter it, A n3c- 


morable anſwere of an honourable Souldicr, Tor the 


Charge. French Charge,ye ſhall heare the Spanyards opinion v1! 
La NoWcs of La Now, L'infamterie Francoiſeeſcaramouche braucn11't 


de loin et la Canellerte a wwe furiuſe boutce 3 Þ affront , pais 
apres qw eile  accommode:, The French Infantery skicmi- 
ſherh brauely afarre off, & the Cauallery giues a furious 
anſeratthe firſt charge : but afterthat firſt heate , they 

will 
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will take egges for their money. And indeed this is that 

which all writers give them,and which beſt agrees with 

their narure: for we may lay of them, asisfaidot The-,, ,.. 
miſtec!cs , he was ſo hote at the onſet, queperdit le ſouffle * 
#u milen de lacarriere: That heloſt hiswinde inthe midſt 

of the cartiere, Or ſay of them, as Fabius of Hanmbal, His 14 Fab. 
yalour is comme vn fen de paalle et wne flamme allume: on 

ene matiere de pew de dure : Like a hre of ſtraw, and a 

flame kindlcd in matter of ſmall continuance. 

Concemirg the t rench diſcipline,Ceſer himſelfe faith Diſcs. 
they had ut firſt from vs , Gellorum d:ſciplina in Britannia pline, 
rejerta,alg; inde in Galliem tranſlata eſſe dicitur, et nunc qui ( «ſar. 
ears rews dulegemting cognoſcere volunt, pleyurque illo diſcends Coml. 6 
cauſa prefict/cumtur 3 1 1s ſaid, the dilcipline of the Gawles 
was firſt inuented in Britanny, & from therice trar ſlated 
into Galirs; & now ſuch as defire to attaine the pertedti6 
thercof, commonly traucll thither to lcarne it, But they 
baue long ſince degenerated (16 their old difciplineot 
war: & they th&(elucs con feſle,that ſincethe beginning 
of thelc latc ciuill wars,where Soldicrs, in all diforcred 
& difſo!ure n: ater, have biy give to pillage, & vollevies, 
(theeuerv)that it is very much abbaſtardieabaltardized:; 
Wherecf Li None cOpliyneth in his diſcourſes, Quant 4 Ls New? 
la diſcipline Multtiire,ul fant conſeſier quelle rfl giſante an (itt 
lourmente d'une grieſue maladie: As torthe military dilci- 
pline, we muſt coteſle,that ſhe keeps heir bed, ficke of a 
very deadly diſeaſe, The Nobleſle tight always on hor, | 
& thinke it a diſhonor to ſerue on foot. But Com, ſaith of © 9miney 
the Nobility of Bargwn6y, in the wars with Lewes the 
eleverth,that they ail quit their horſes , car lors ils effoy- 
ent le plus honores. qui deſcendoyemt, « fin que le peuple en uſt 

plas aſſeure et combattif} miewx. & tenojent cela des Anglers + 
Forthey were then moſt honored, that lighted on toor, 
M 2 tg 
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to thecnd the people might be the more encouraged, 
and fight more valiantly; and this they learacd of the 
Engliſh, And it is no queſtio,butifſome of the French 
Nobilitie would doe (o, it would much confirme theur 
foote,by the exampleof their valour and abiding, and 
recoucr that reputation , which now their foote hauc 
loftin the world, Neitherdo Ithinkethisthe leaft rca- 
ſon, why our Anceſtors haue wonne ſo many battclles 
vpon them, namely, for that wee ever haue had men of 
Noble houſes, to lead & leruc on foot with our torces, 
A notable cauſe to confirme and atlure the vaſtcady 
headineſlc of a inultitude, 

And ter the opinion that the world hath of our foor, 
ye ſhall obſeruc what the ſame writer elſewhere layth, 
Bowes gens de piedet meilieuys que lewrs Voiſins, comme 0s 
powurrions auiourd' huy dive les Anglais et les Suiſies : They 
be good footeaud better then their neighbours, as wee 
may ſay now adayes of the Engliſh and Swiflers. 

Andin another place,where hee opineth of the ma- 
ner of leruice,he layth : Mon a4uiseft, que Ia ſouncr41nt 
choſe du monde ex battaille ſont les Archers,et la flewrdes Ar- 
chers ſowt les Anglon : My opinion is,that in battels , Ar- 
chers arethe weightthatcurnes the ballance,and of Ar- 
chers,the Engliſhare the lower: where he likewite dil- 
courſeth,how daungerous a thing it isteabide a battel, 
except your teote be much the better : whichin my 0+ 
pinion was no little cauſe why the French King fought 
not with the Cardinallthis laſt yere 95, beforc Amicns, 
becaule theenemics foote were holden in number 
cightecne thouſand (though I hardly thinke they were 
lo many )a number full as great as the French , and thc 
Sauldier farre better,they beiag all Frenchyexcept ſome 

three 
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three thouſand Engliſh, and Swiſlers , and theirs the 
choyſe men of all his Garrifons,& experienced Soldiers 
inthole Low Countries, Fortrue itis,that the Kings 
Gen{4 ar mes were two tor one,and holden alſo muchthe 
better men, aſwell becauſe there (yas in a maner all the 
Novilitic & Flower of France, asalfothatthey had the 
aduantage inthe maner of weapon, for that the French 
ſcructh with the Piſtoll, & the Spanyard ſtill holds him 
to his Lance. But make no queſtion, that the conſide- 
ration of the oddes on foore , was not the chiete cauſe 
why we fought not that day; tor we hada goodly fayre 
Field,and pl:yne as might be poſſible, as allo large: a 
ſingular adumntage for him wiich is (trongelt in horſe! 
So had we the winde and Suancin our backes, which 
are holden no ſmall helpes, 

But this was the rea{.un : the King thought itno poli» 
cy toplay all his Reſt at once, where he might haueloſt 
more atone game, then hee had got incight yeeres: 
nee had no reaſon, but to make the Card that was 
naw going, a Bridge of Gold ( as the Prouerbe is) 
con{idering , that by this m-ancs hee ſhould gayne the 
Towne of Amiens, reaTare other Citics that then 
ſtoode waucring, and recouer his reputation inthe 
world, which by the lofſe of that Towne was much 
diſputed. 

Of this ſomewhat bath beene fayde before: I 
therefore leauc to ſpeake further thereof, as allootthe 
French forces , or ſeruice in warres , with the onely 
remembrance ofa French mansreaſon, who thought 
lmſelte no ſmall wiſe man, that would needes prouc 
thatthe French ſeruice, and Souldicr allo, was bet- 
terthenthe Engliſt ; Becauſe ( ſayth he) wee hane 
M 3 more 
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moreold Copraynes in France, then you in England, 

rableir, Much like the reaſon of Rablais, who would needes 

prove, that drunkenneſſe was berter for the body then 

| Phiſike, becauſe there were morevld drunkards, then 
| old Phiſicians. 

F-lis It now remayneth I ſpeake of his Expence, which 

al chiefly conſiſteth in theſe rwo things before ſpoken of, 

»Pece ram y,his Ceun and his Forces: wherein it is very 

hard to rclate an exa@ proportion , conſidering not 

onely the vatietic and difference of writers , butallo 

the vncertainty of the numbers of Penfionaites,cr pro- 

viſioned : And laſtly,the charge and alteration ct heir 

allowance,not continuirg alwayes the ſame, How- 

beir, that w hich is moſt comm only reported, ard tcc- 

meth necreſl the truth, is this : The maintenanceof 

fue Regimenrs of toote, at ſixe Crownes the month, 

commeth to foure tundred fixtie eight tho tand 

Crownes the yere beſides rhe penſion ot 5. Collon:1s, 

at twothoulanc Cruwnes a peece; thirty Capray rcs at 

onethouſand pertona man 3 as mary Lieutenat'ts at 

five hundred, and Enfigncs att} rec hunered the peece; 

which is in all {c uenty tourc thouſand; which acdedto 

the firſt ſurme,makes the whole charge ot theic Repi- 

ments, yercly tozmourttorke ſurme of hue bur dre d 

forty rwothoulang Crownes. This proportion dific- 

Zed.liþ,y, rethnot much from that of Bod, where he ſayth, T be 

King migl.c maititayne in ordinary twenty thouſar:d 

tote, atthe rate of three millions, and fiuc hundred 

thouſand livres , which if you reduce to Crownes, and 

to0nenumber of ſixe thouſand foote , commeth toa 

lefle rare then that other, nan;cly,to fourc hidred cight 

thouland, three hundred thirty thuee Crownes: butl 

| thinke, 
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thiakgthat former is neerer the truth, For the allowa;ice 
of his Genſ@ ar mes, which arc reckoned ar fix* thouſand, 
as is before laid (thoug!1 ia truth there be but foure)for 
he payethrhus matiy, [ follow the proportionof them 
thatſay,that g19750.croncs,is the ordinary allowance 
for o1e company of a hundred yercly : tor where are 
ſixe thouſand menat Armes inthe hel:l, are cizhrecne 
thouſand horſe in all. Afﬀer this rate then of tte hun- 
dred before ſer downe,the whol: G:a(armery amouns 
tethto 3 105000. crownes. 

For the expence of his Court,you 14ll hearc it tobe Cabinet 
thus rated: The Table of the King, and thoſe of the 4 Rey, 
Gentlemen of the Chamber,at 1 I 2059, crownes: for *«# 7 : 
his mexws plat(irs, petty pleaſures, thouſand crownesa = , 
day inall :6 5000. {But this was a proportion for the =_ 
laſt King, who was a great giuer,) For the grad and report 
petite Eſcuyrie, oreat aadlittle Stable, 1 90000. For the gc, * 
Conftable,2 4205, For the grand AMaiftre, great Ma- 
ſtcr,20000. For the Mareſhals of France, 18000. a- 
peece, when they were but toure;tor now it is a Title 
onely, without either penlion or commaund, ſaue on- 
ly inthe foure chiefe, For the Admirall, x 5000. for 
the grand Yentur, great Hunt, 16000. For the Gouer- 
nours of his Prouimces in all, 1 $8000, For the Gentle. 
men of his Chamber, their penſion 1200. crownes a- 
peece, in all fixe hundred thouſand, For the Capraines 
of his Gards, 4 cheaual, on Horſe, two thouſand apecce. 

For their Lieutenants, cight hundred, For tworthou- 
ſand Swiſle of his Gard, ten crownes a month, 2 4.840» 
For all other domeſticall Officers, one hundred thou- 
{ind, For Heraults, fixe thouſand. For Mareſhals of 


lodgings and Fourricrs, 4600. For Preuoſt _— © 
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of Provinces, athouſanda peece, inall rwentie foure 
thouſand, For twcntie foure hundred Atchers to ate 
tend theſe Preuoſts in the execution of their Ctfice, 
ſeuen hundred and twentie thouſand Crownes, For his 
Ambaſſadonts in diuers Countreyes, two burdred 
and filtie thouſand, For his Otficers of Firances, Trea- 
ſurers, Receiuers, Controlers, ard fuch other like Of- 
fices through France, an infinite & incredible {umme: 
As alſo for fuch numbcrs of horle and foote as the Ca- 
binetſctterh downe, beſides thele Genſdarmes and R egi- 
ments, which ycc heare provided for, and in thc Kings 
ay, 

F But yee muſt obſerue, that of alltheſe Court charges 
andothers here betoremencioned (except thoſe of his 
Forces) yee are not to make any groundas cfativerh: 
they being onely the ſuppoled charges , ſet Cowne by 
this ſaid Authour, who tor his exrors in other mattcrs, 
hath alſo loſt his credit in this. | 

Howbeit , Ithoughtgood toxemember them, that 
yee might thereby have ſome vnderſtanding of the dit 
ference of thoſe Othces , and how one exceedcth ano- 
ther, as well :n penſion and benefit, as in precedents 
and honour, 

Tolpeake either particularly ofthe Court expenſcs, 
or generally what they be certaine, I cannot,not having 
heardany thing therevf, Lut onely that it is ſuppoſed, 
thecharge of the Kings houſe,is fiue hundred Crownes 
a day. But ſure it is, that theſe late Warres hauc forced 
the Crowne of France to be at infinite charge : for yee 
tha!l read in La Nec, that aboue twenty yercs lince,Nos 
r0y: ont cependu aux Guerres Ciniles joinant dix millions d'or, 
Our Kings hauc ſpentin the ciuill Warres, (ixtic milli- 
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ons of Crownes. ' And it is ſaid that cM owffear Gobelin, 
T Yeaſorer a Eſpurgne, Treafofer of the Exchequer, pal- 
ſed bis accompts this laſt yeere, for twentie one willi- 
ons & or,of Crownes: ſo deare was the recovering of 
Amens, tor noqueſtion,there was his greateſt expence, 
(except the pay of Financers wages.) 

W hat then hath bene theexpence intheſe eight and 
thirtie yeeres ſpace of the Ciuill warres, may cably bee 
conieQuredrto be infiair,confidering withallthe laviſh 
prodigalitic, and immeaſuteable ſpending ot the Prin- 
ces, elpeciallyof the laſt ; who ſome ler not to ſay, that 
hee left the ſtate engaged by one meanes ard other ; as 
namely, the ſale of his Aides, the alienation of his Do- £7is 
maine, and money taken vp to vſurie , not much lefle [erg 
then two hundred millions of Crownes in debt, 

Sothat wee may fay , this King findes France, after 
Charles theminth,and Henry the third,as Yeſpaſran tourd 
the Empite after Ners, and Calzzwl/s , whereotthe one 
had gruen away five and fiftie millions , and the other Peamn,/.c, 1 
had ſpent ſixtic ſeven in one yeere, V\ hereupon he pro- 
teſterhin open Senate, Puadringenties mullies. i. 1000. 
oil, opns't/le wi reſp, fave poſsrr, Brit no maruaile, though 
the Crowne of France grew farre into debt, conſide- | 
ring that even before thele Civill warres, when w2s 10 i 
luch neceſſitie of expence , Hemy the ſecond ought | m 
morein 12.yeeres, faith Bedin,then his predeceſlors had 596in /,;. 1} 
leuied vpon France in forty yeres before by all meanes. 

And the Chancellovr auowethto the Court 'bf Par. C*w. de 
liament , in Francis the ſecond histime, that the Kirg * 94+ 
could not quit his debts, which his Grand-fatherand 
Father lefthim in, inren yeres! Which debts, Bedinin p15. 
particulzr proveth, to bee abont rhe ſumme of fortic 
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three millions, which in the ſame place hee (erterh 


dowa, namely ,2312610.Depreſts _ loanes or 
priuy Scales, Dow! x/ ne payoiet point d' 1wtereſt,1 $926 555, 
for which hce payed iatereit z and 775979- which 
he was yet owing in arrerages, ofthe viance behinle to 
be paide. Belides,tothe Dake of Ferrars,and other debts 
for marriazes,to the ſamme of $514592. Befides otlicr 
debrs ro particular Marchants, of 1 564787. As ally the 
ſumme of 14961778, for which his Aides, Domaine, 
and Gabelle of Salt was engaged, Andlaſtly, 3 0002009, 
which he ought to the Hoſteil ae Paris, to the Chainber 
or Towne.houſe of Paris. 
Butthe beginning of all this is imputed to Frexcis 
the firſt , who hauing in his Coffers , @ne million, and 
{cuen hundred thouſand Crownes in ready money, 
would notwithſtanding take yp great impreſts of mo» 
ney at great v{ance, to enable himſelfeto goe through 
with hus warres in /taly, A courſevery ill taken: and (if 
we may compare great things with ſmall) much like to 
a couctous and greedie-minded man , who willycnter 
vpon apurchaſe of his neighbours land, before he bee 
well prouided for ſuch a purpoſe, but taketh vp money 
to loanc,which ſo cateth into him, as he is at lalt forced 
not onely to (ell his new purchaſe, but his ancient in- 
heritance alſo, 

For by theſe great intereſts, a Prince is broughtto 
one of theſe two extremities , either viterly to 0wer- 
throw his Domaine and Finances, whereof the Kings 
of France are good examples: orelleto play Bankrupt 
and pay no body, asnow of late the King of Spaize hath 
done, with the Marchants of Genea, Flerence, Auiturehr, 
and almoſt all the Bankes in Chriſtendome: inſomuch: as 


the 
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the laſt yeere, when I was in Italy,yeſhould heare them 
lay in derifion, that the King of Spayne had made more 
ill faces vpon the Exchange, in one day, then Michae! 
Angelo,the famous Payrter and Carver, had ever made 
good faces in all his lite. | 

King Philiplearned this kind of bortowing,of Charles 
the fift, his father , who at one time was indebted filtic 
millions,for which his Domaynes , and Revenues of 
Naples,and AHillaine were morgaged, and onceallo in 
twenty yeres diſcharged al! his debrs on this faſhion. 
And (urely ſo they may , and yerthe Creditors bee no 
loſers (ſo vnreatonable is the intereft they take) inſo- 


much,asthe King of Spayne payeththirty, orforty, at pediu, 2 


the leaft,in the hundred, forall the money hee hath of 
the Genoweſes,betore his Souldicrs receiue it in the Low 
Countries, 

The French Kings,not being able to crye quittance 
with their Creenciers(Creditors)in like maner, but run- 
ning on further, and further,theſefortic yeeres , as ha- 
uing greattroubles, and by conſequent great charges, 
and littleor no beneht by their Finances, and ayds (by 
reaſon of the former alienation ) wherewith todefray 
thee It muſt needes be thoughtgthat now the Crowne 
of France is infinitely indebted, bur whether to the 
ſumme of two hundred millions or no(thoughitbege- 
nerally reported)I dare not ſay. 

Monſieur Bretagne , in Charles 9,anno, 15632. in his 


Ha exzue(Oration) tor the third eſtate at the aſſembly Com. de 
of Saint Germeme, after many wayes diſputed how to! «tat, 


pay that Kings debts,concludesthisasthe beſt : The 
temporall livings of the Church (fayth hee) arefoure 
millions of rent, yeerely : this ſold , would amount to 

N 2 = one 
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one hundred and twentie millions. Of theſe, forty 
eight millions m2y he pur in ſure hands,to intereſt, tor 
the Clergie , which would yeerely yeeld them their 
foure millions,« denter douze at 8, and one third ot cight 
inthe hundred, as commonly they let in France. Thea 
would remaine for the King ſeuenty two millions ; 
wherewith forty two millions hee might pay his debrs, 
and redeeme his Domaine and Finances mo: gaged : 
And with thethirtie that remayne, he might tori: his 
froatiers,cmertayne his Garrilons,encreaſc h1s Bn and 
CArrierban and turniſh himſclte with Shipping. It in 
thoſe dayes,lo wile a Counſcller,as was any 1n the land, 
could not dcuile poſſibly how to pay the Kings debres, 
without ſelling the Charchlands, you may umagiac it 
will bea hard matter, to deuiſc how todiſcharge them 
now, that they bee growne tiuetimes(o great, as then 
they were, Forall his Domayne ismorgaged, as be- 
fore is ſayd,or atleaſt the greater part, and (as Ls Nowc 
ſayth)that is engaged for 15. millions, which is worth 
50, 

His rents of his Aydes arealſo gone : for they are 
engaged tocach Generallity in France, asof Paris, Rew- 
en, Caen, crc.tothenumber of one&rtwenty of them, 
and each hath his portion therein: which would be too 
tediousto ſer dowacin particular, His Ofices arcall 
lold,and many chouland ereRed, oacr and beiides the 
ordinaric,and money alſo made of them, His pore 
pcoplearcalrealy with theſe ciuill Warres (> ſpoyled, 
and impoucciſhed,as there is almoſt nothing to be had, 

| ſeenottherefore,bar we ſhould fay of this King, as 
the Recacil de ['eſtat de France (aith of the Duke of $4: 
OFELDLS {on argent, pour faire bonne chere en [a _ iſon 

yen 
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il y ena after, mais pour faire me (i crande guerre, non: As 
touching his money , hee hath enough to make good 
ches: cat home,burtnot to maintayne ſo greata warte, 
Sohee, to make merry with his friends, inthis merry 
time of peace,hath money enough : mais pour payer Tre 6 
grande ſuneme, non: Butnottopay ſogreata ſumme of 
debres, 

It now remayneth to ſpeake of his Entrade, or Re- 
venue: Fora Prince cannot haue peace without war, 77, . 
nor warre without men, nor men without money, nor _ 
money without meanes: nor arethere any meanes bur ***#<" 
theſe, viz. Firſt, Dowarne, Secondly, Congueſts. Thirdly, 4c: 


Dons des amys. Fourthly, Penſion des alles. Fifily,Traffique, ©9171 6, 


Sixtly, 1mpoſts ſur {es Marchandiſez avportes ow emportes. 
Seuenthly, Impoſts des Subrects: Firit, Domayne,Second- 
ly, Conqueſts, Thirdly, Gittes of tis friends . Fourthly, 
Penſian of his Contederates. Fittly,Trafhke. Sixtly, lm- 
poſitiuns vpon Marchantiſe, brought in,or carried out, 
Seuenthly, Impoſittons vpon his Subiects, And yer 
one other, which the Kings of France hae larely in- 
uented to helpe, when all other fayled,which is, Erght- 
ly, thefales of Offices , more dangerous and preiudici- 
all rothe State,then any other, 

Oftheſe 8, meanes | wil 211e you particular obferua- 
tions, and then conclude, what is generally kolden to 
be the whole Reuznuec of the Crowne of France, by all 
theſe meanes, 

Firſt,the Domayne is, asit were, the Dowre which The 
the State bringstothe King her Husband, for her taiti- [)o- 
on,defence,and maintenance: And therefore onefaith, ,,,,;,,. 
n' eſt au Roy ains 41a Coronne;, Belongsnotto the King, py, / 2 
but to the Crowne. 
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Thereare 2. ſorts of Domaines, Firſt,the tent which 
the King holds in his hands,of the Feites giuen tor (er. 
uice; Secondly, that which is vnited and incorporate 
to the Crowne, Therights of the Domaine arethele? 
Rents, Fiſts, payments at alienalions , trebutes, peages, toll, 
of whatlocuer enters or comesout of Citics, weods, 
forrcſts, and divers other, 
This is the moſt ancient and moſt lawtull ground 
and foundation of Finances : For yce ſhall obicruc in 
Ly li,1, Lany, that at the firſt there were in the territorie of Kome, 
onely cightcene thouſand Acres of land, whereot one 
third was forthe Church and ſacrifices, another tor the 
Reſp. and the reſt for particular men. T his is alſo con tir 
Dir Heli, med by Dieniſius Halicarnaſſeus , Who liucd with Maſter 
uy, 2 Pore,thetueRegiſter of the Romane antiquities, as 
PIae, Bedincals him, A Citizenof Rome had but two Aces, 
bur after the expulfion of Tarquinius,they had 7, apicce, 
This dwifion among the Kowanes , Was deriucd from 
the Egyptians, who did divide their whole land into 
Died /:,2, three parts; One for the Church, another for the King, 
and the third tor the Calaſyres. 

Taatis Domaine, which bclongethtothe Crowne: 
Firſt,cither by Poſleſſion, time out of mind: Or fecond- 
ly, by Reunion,for want ot heires males, as the Appen- 
nages when they returne: T hirdly, or by Contuſion,for 
want of tuch as can make iuſt claime , much like our 
conccaled landsin England : Or laſtly, by Confiſcati- 
on of offenders inheritances, 

Ot this laſt fort wee reade, that inthetime of Sant 
Lewes,there were contisked tothe Domaine, the Coun- 
tics of Dreax, Bray, Forty-nn;,and Aonſirenil, Langue- 
aucke, Guyenne, Aniowe, Maine, Turrame, Aunergne: 
- £- And 
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And after, inthetime of Philip, the Duchy of Alenc,n, 
the Counties of Perche,Perigert, Pouticu, Ls Marche 41+ 
gouleſwe & Marquilate of Saluzzes. But Botin faith,naoft 
ofthis camerothe Crowne by fotce : Ls (jeur de Is ſer- 
re : Heſaith, itcime ty way of exchange or purchiſe, 
Bu: the Author of the Commentaries , of the eirte of 
the Reiigion,and policie of France,is of che arit opini- 
on. I hus great wasthe Domaynein tormer times, that 
ofitlclfe, without oppreſſing the people with Impoli- 
tions, it was ſufficient to maintayne the State and great- 
nelle of the Kings of France , but ir 15 now vterly 
waſted. 0n /qait biew que le Domaine qui [eul entretenoit ba 
[plendenr et le luſtre de  eftat Royal, weſt tel qu'il eftoit de 


tens du regne des roys Loy, i 1.Ch,$.et.Lo.12, Lacontrws- 
ation des gnerres( a faift enza%e7 en pluſiceurs mains, entelle 
ſorte qu' il fan4rait plus dr quinzs 9% (7 e millions des liures 


four rachepter Ce quien V4ut pliss de Ct 1qunte milizons* Tis 
wellknowae,that the Damayne, which alone maintai- 


acd heretofore the: beauty and lu'tre of the Royall E- 
ſtate, is notnow ſuch, as it was inthe raignes of King 
Lewes 1 1+ Charles $,and Lewes 12, The cominuance of 
our warrs, hath cauſed it to be engaged ia many haads, 
inſuch fort,thatthere ts neede of more then titteene or 
16, thouſand pound Sterling , toredeeme that whicl 
is worth aboue 5.millions of poxndes, And Bodin (auth, 
that almoſt all the Counties, Baronies, and Scigneu- 


ries ofthe Domaine, are alicncd tor theniath or rent!1 


partof that they be worth, Yee muſt obſerue,thatthe 


lands of the Domaine are not alienable, but intwo ca- 
ſes. 1. Pour” Apennece des freres,2 Pour les guerres. 1. For 
the Aptnageof the Kings brother. 2, t or the warres:& 
:lzc{c mult be cohirmed by the Arreſt ofthe Parliament, 
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For in all other caſes, all Lawyers and Hiſtoriens of 
France agree, that it is inalienable,and many Arreſts 
haue'bcene made ot late yeeres toconhrme it. I hauc 
read, that the Charts magnaot England aith,the Kings 
when theyare crowned,take anothe,notto alienc it:o 
doe they hcere in France. Andthereis no preſcription 
of time, to make ſuch (ales or ahenations good, but that 
they may beerecoucted and repurchaled, whentocuer | 
| the Crowne 1s able, 
711.419 To this purpoſe Plutarch fayth well, Men cannot 


CO» preſeribe azainſt God, nor particulars againſt the Reſpub- 
| lique. 
Con- 2, Concerning the ſecond meanes of rayſing mony 


gneſe, by Conquelts,the preſent ſtate of France can yeeld no 
examplcit hath bene long on thelofing hand : butye 
ſhall read,thatthe Turke dayly,when hee conquereth 
a Province or Countrcy, gines the Lands to fuch as 
ſhalſeruc him in the Warres, whom heſenderh thither 
as it were Colonies, to enjoy echeone hisportion of 
lome foure and twenty Acres of our meaſure, or as 0- 
ther reckon,thirty, He giues themalſo Wheat to ſeed 
theirland, vpon condition to pay him halfethe fruits of 
the teuenth yeere, and halfe of the tweltth; and when 
| the party dies, his goods goc tothe Turket ſothatthe 
Parties parties caſuelles, calualties (as they heerecallthem) is a 
gy 'e5 preatrevenueto him, | 
mans '? SotheSpanyard hath ſent of his people into Pers, 
ſale of there to inhibit(much like this courle the Turke takes) 
Offices, And from thence yercly recevucth tothe valucof two 
millions, that is, the fiſt of ſuch Gold andfilucr, and 0- 
ther commodities, as 2re there fourd, 


3, Forthethird meancs, it is naw out of ſeaſon: it 
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was vſedinthatgood vide wotld, when on {e wonchoit 
ſur le marche: Menwiped their noſe on theit ſleeve; (as 
the French man fayes:) for new Princes are {© farte 
from giuvug,as they harcly pay thattkey owe, : 

Ot chete gi{ts yee (hall readr in Polib1us, Fiorigs,ar d 0+ 
thers: As orthe Kir get #gypt, whoſenttothe Citie 
of Kime,when it was diftrefied by Hanmball, the furrme 
of 4cocoo.Crownes. And Heron of Sicrlt tent them 
a Crowne ot gcld, otthrce hundred pounds s weig he, 
They of &hoges had ai olde ruinous Colofle fell dow ne, 
which ſtood hard by the Key,and tn the fall brake three 
or toure Shippes: torepayte whichloſle, the King of 
Egypt ſent chem 1800000, C rcwnes in gold, belices 
a great quantity of f1]yer, acd thiee thouſand mays of 


Liny.l.3$ 


wheate: Hierom ſentthem 6g0co. Crownes, So did Pto- 2,141.4, 


lemey (end greatgitrs to them of /eruſalem : Ard ye ſha!l 
reade ot ixekingdoms giuen to the Romanres, by te(ta- 
ment : «nd the Dutcl:y of Guelderlard giuen to the 


Duke of Burgogne, riut much at oue an hundred yeercs communes, 


lince, 

4 The tourth meancs alſo 0 Penſion, which Princes 
hzuc vpon ſome conſideration of their Allics , helpeth 
the French Kings Coles nothing at all : for they ra- 
ther give then takes As ter example, todivers cantons 
ot the Swiſs, ro whome at tirſt they payd notatoue 
one hundred and twentie thouſand ures yeerely; but 
for theſe fifty yeeres,they never pay Icflethe yerc, then 
two millons, Fer fayth Commenes, Lewes 11. erred 
leaguewiththe Swiſcs, ind they into his Penſion ; to 
whom he yecrely gave tortic thouſand Flourins,where- 
of twentic tothe Cities, andrwentieto particular men, 
vpon condition to haue accrtzyne proportion of their 
forces, 


Penſion 
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farces to ſeruchim in his Warres yponall occaſions, 
An aduantzgious alliance forthe Swille in my opini- 
on, who by this mcaacs carichthem(clucs, cleare their 
Countrey of many idle aad bad m2m\ers, and laltly, 
breede good Souldiers, toſcruerhemſelues vpon need, 
at another mans coſt, The Turkeharh alſo a penſion of 
Bedin,i,y the Emperonr of Germany, for certaine Lands he holdeth 
in Hungarie: which he notwithſtanding vanteth to be a 
Tribute, Many exainples might bee alleadged of this 
kinde,as of Philip of Macedone, that by penſions got all 
P!41.Ly- Greece partial on his fide: and the Kings of Perſis by pen- 

ſ+347. fon, goteuer the Forces of Aſie diverted, 
5 Thetift,wbich is of Trafficke, availeth nothing 


the French Kings : for they holde itheere a baſc and 
ſordid kind of profeſhon tora Gentleman, much more 


8edis,.s fora King,totrade by Marchandize, And by the Lawes 
of England, France and Germany , hee loſeth the quali- 
tic of a Nobleman,that doth trafficke. The Law Cl/ca's 
forbad a Romane Senatour to trade, or haue Shippe of 
2»y li,21, burthen, 2ueſtas ommis patribus indecorys viſns eſt ; T he 
Senatours eſteemed any kinde of trade or tratficke vo- 
wetthy of their ranke, And the Emperears Law torbad 
all Gentlemen and Churchmen to vle it, 
| Notwithſtanding theſe Lawes, and the diſparage- 
Cice;off6, ment that itbrings to Nobilitie (for ſaithT «ly, _Herca- 
tores ſant ſordidum genus hominum, Marchants are a baſe 
kinde of people) yer ſo ſweete is the ſauour of gaine, 
that many haue vſcd this as no ſmall meanes toencreaſe 
their Finances, The great Duke of Tw/caine preſent, 
gaines infinitely this way, and the more by his moſt 
vnlawfull and tyrannous Monopolics; for hee com- 
monly buyeth vp all the graine of his owne Counrie, 
at 
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at his orvne price: yea, and that which commerh from 
other placesalio, and then ſendeth out a Bandoor Pros 
clamation , that no man ſhall ſell any Come through» | 
out his State, till his owne be ſolde, forcing alſoall ' 
kers and other people to buy thereof. T his maner of cn- x 
groſſing Alphonſus of Arragon allo vied, by the teſtimo- 
nie of Bosm, | he Kings of Portugal allo, and the Serg- { 
woria of Venice, haue bene great traders by Marchandiic, 

but it hatk beene in an honeſter faſhion, at Sca,and not 

tothe grinding of their poore Subicts. The Nobilitic 

alſo of /taly, inall Cities (except Napies)holde it nodil- 

honour to tratficke in groſle, as yee ſhall generally ob- 

ſeruc when yee come into that Countrie, 

& Theſixrmeanes of railing money vponall wares 7-pof 
and Marchandife, that come in & goe out of the Coun» vpor 
erie, is the moſt ancient and beſt agreeing with reaſon, Merchan. 
and ved by all Princes in the world, The late troubles iſe, 
haue made the benefit hereof very (mall tothe Crowne 
ot France, for theſe many yeerespalt. T he particulars 
compriſcd vnder this branch, are theſe : Ze haut paſſage, 

” Domaine foraine,and La traidte forarne: Cuſtomes in _ 

ward, and outward': By theſe the Prince is to haue Bean, li, x 

Impolt, Cing pour cenr,fiue inthe hundred: fomuchiufſt 

had the Romanes, Teſte Ciceront in Pretura Sicilienſi , As 

Cicero witneſlcth in his Pretorſhip of Sicilie. The T arke 

takes, Dix pour cent, Ten in the hundred of the ſtranger, 

andecjnq,fine,of the Subie:the Frenchquite contrary, 

You muſt obſerue, that that which here | callthe Do- 

maine ſoraine, is generally called the Aides; firſt, graun- 

ted by the Eſtates to Charies Duke of Normandie, when 

Tohn his Father was priſcher in Englend; which was the 

paiment of 12, Deniers,the lyureyſur totes les merchandiſe Haill.d, 34 
2 et. 


The view of France. 


&t denrees quiſeroyent vindac; en ce royaume excete (ur le 
vin lebled le ſel, *t autres breunere5:mais depwir il & ef} fait 

twel et aurmente, per tmp 9(ition du vin veniu en gro; 
par tout CF en Noremandie en detaille;,poall marchi lies 
aad wares which ſhould be (old inthis Kingdome, ex- 
cept vpon Wine, C >rne, Salt, and allmaner of driake: 
but fiace it hath becne m ide perperuall, and au2 ncn- 
ted by the impoſition vpon \Vinefaldecuery wucie, 
and ia Normanadie by retaile, 

Tis is like the Gabel vponall maner of foode,which 
thePrinces take oftheir Subies through 1zaiy, or the 
Aſſiſe vpon bread and beere which rhe Srares haue 1n 
the Lov countryes: a gricuaace, whereot we {mart not 
in England,as allo we arefree fro many other burthens, 
which the pcaple of theſe Countnes are torced to 
beare; an1yer yee ſhall heare our people (theretore 1g- 
norant of their owne happineſle, whichthey cnioy vn- 
der the bleſſed Gouernement of our gracious Soue- 
raigne, becauſe they knew not the miſcrics of others) 
murnure and grudgeat thepaymentof a Tax? or Sub- 
Gdic,asa mater inſupportable,which,in compariſon of 
the impoſitions laide vpon others, is a mutter of no- 
thing. 

[ouching the Gabell of Salt (whichis alſo compri- 
ſed vader this head) Some (ay it was firſt creed by 
Philippele Long: Ochers by Philip de Valois, 13 223. Truc it 
is, that the ordinance of Francis the firſt, 1541. ſets 
dowae an inpo{t of twentic foure Lewres vpon cucry 
May: Andinthe yeere 1543, an ordinance was made 
for Gabell, ro betaken vponall Sza-fih ſalted, And in 
1 544, it waSordained, that all Salt ſhould bee fold and 
diſtcibured into the Ad e24z48es, or Storchoules of cucry 

ſeucrall 
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ſeuerallgencralicie. 1 he Lenefir ofthis one commodi- 
tie,hac! beene very commotiQus to the Crowne, till Vern. trew, | 
the yere cightie one, whG the King was torced for want 
of money to letit out to others: whereby heloſt,as is in 
my Authour prooucd, eight hundred thirtic ſixe thog- 
ſand Crownes yeercly. Here isalfoa kinde of taxe,cal- ' 


EATS 7 


led the Equizalient, that is, an impoltuon laide vpon 17 
{ome perlons and places ( but not generally) to hauc 1i- iT 
bertie to buy and (cll Salt, and t1obeexemptfiomniic 17 
CMagatimes. + f C. 


The Impoſt of Wane is laide vpon all, without ex- | 
ception or exemption whatſocuer , ir1s the twenrieth 
part to the King : behides al other rights, as of Billots, 
entring into Cities,paſſages by land or ryuer, and ſuch 
like; Belides, a later impoſition of hue Sols vpon euery . 
May, levied by Charies the ninth 15% 1. 

Concerning the (Traide fora/ne) it 150 lixe nature f 

with the Aides, faue that it is Icuiable vpon more parti- | 
cular ſorts of Marchandiſe: be{t4-s, the Aides is an Im+ 
poſt vpon things ſpentin the Land; and the Traidtefor- Bi 
ratme,1ts of fuch commoditiesas aretranſported our: As j 
of \Vheate, Ric, Barley,Oates, Wine, Vineger, Veriuice, 
Cidre,Beeles, Mutrons, Veales, Lambes, Swine, Horles, 
Lard, Bacon, Tallow, Oyle, Cheeſe, Fiſh of all (ortes, 
Drougs of all ſorts, Metals of all fortes, Silkes and 
clothes of all forts, Leather of all ſorts; and finally all o- 
ther marchandiſe,as Fruites,Parchment, Paper, Glalle, 
VWood,Roopes,&c. 

7 The ſcuenth ground or foundation of Finances, 7mpoſiti. 
15 the Impoſutionvpon the SubieR: thatis, not ypoathe os vpou 
Wares or commodities, bur vpn the perſons them» the Sub- 
{rlues according tothcir ab:litic,and itismuch like the ef, 
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leuying ofthe taxe and ſublidiein England, where ene: 
ry one paycth rateably to the lands and goods he pollefe 
ſeth. And therefore Haillas iudgeth well,to lay, they 
bee neither perſonall,nor reall,but mixt, #vpoſces as {ew 
du domicile ,ayant e/gard « towsles biens du tailiable,en quelque 
part qs' ils ſoyemt aſ/11 et poſez;, Aﬀleſied inthe place ot their 
dwelling, accordingto all the goods of the partic aſlel+ 
{ced, in what part ſocucr they lye or abide. 

Theſe (tailles) were firſt rayſed by Saint Zewes (but by 
way of extraordinary Subſidic,) Charts the 7, made 
them ordinary forthe maintenance of his Gendarmeree, 
And whereasat firſt they were never Jeuyed but by 
conſent of the three States,and toendure but while the 
warre laſted, he made them perpetuall. Therefore ſaith 
one,Cequ'eſ{oit accorde pay grace eff depmis ven parrimont- 
al et hereditarre aux roys;That which was at firit yeelded 
of fauovr,is become {ince patrimoniall and hereditaric 
toour Kings, (But this is a common courſc, I thinke 
there is no counttey in Ewrope but can giue inſtances 
therot,) There is yet to be obſerued,that theſc #a1/s are 
onely lyable vpon the Plat pais (the County) all Cities 
are excmprt, 25 allo all Officers ofthe Kings houſe, all 
Counleilors,Lawyers,and Officersof Courtes of Par- 
liament,all the Nobilitic,the Gen/darmes,the Officers of 
warre,the Graduates of Vniuerſities,&c, 

The (14:ln)is another impolition,raiſed by Hewrie, ?, 
anno, 1 544g, which wastoaffiendthe wages of the gen/+ 
darmes,v ho by reaſon of the ſmalneſle otthcir pay, lay 
vponthe poore villages, and ate them vp; for the ea{e 
whereotthis impoſition wasdeuiſed, whichalſolycth 
vpon the poore Countrey-man ; whereby at firſt hee 
was ſomewhatcaled; Butnow all is peruented; the 
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poore is ſtill oppreſſed, and yethe payerh till both z4i/le 
and taillew . ' 
Laſtly,there is the o/4,or pay of 50900.foote, which 
ye may remember were erected by Lewes rhe cleuenth, 
in cightlegions,{ixe thouſindto 2legion , which with 
theic Officers,com? about this number . To maintiine 
theſe Legions,there was a taxe leuyed vpon allſortes of 
per{ons priuiledg:d in the{#ai/le )but onely the Nobles, 


(Thereare allo the Decywes (Tenthes) leuyed ypon the 7dems.!s, 3 


Church,) For the leuying of the #aslle,gaillow, and (old de 
' $0020-gen5 4 pied, wages of 50000. foote, Ye muſt note, 
that the King ſends his Letters Patentes by Commiſſo- 
ners,to the Treafurers ofcach Generalitic: thele,accor- 
ding to the ſumme, rate each EleQion, (this is, as yee 
would ſay, a hundred in a ſhire,or a Bailywike)and 4 ans 
lend to theſe El:crions,to haue the ſaid ſumme gathered 
intheir ſcuerall Townes , and Hamlets , according as 
they be rated. 

Sodoethey to the cAeatenres, Conſuls, Eſcheuins, and 
chiefe Officers of every City, that are lyableroany of 
thele payments , who rating eucry man according to 
his abilitie, giue thele Rolles ro certayne ColleRorsto 
eatheritvp: Theſeare bound co bring it quarterly to 
theReceivers. - Thelecarry ittothe Receivers gene- 
rall , in the ſame ſpecies that they receiued it : and 
from them to haue an Acquittance , afrer the Ac- 
_ haue beene peruſed by the Conroler gene- 
rall, 

And theſe are allthe meanes, by which Princes 
rayſetheir Finances, whereot yee ſee ſome, nothing to 
pertayne tothe French King , but toothers ; and ſome 
to him onely,nor to others, 

O 4 $ There 
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Cale of 8 There yet remayneth oneothermeancs (though! 
Of fices extraordinary )to a Prince,to get money,which the nc- 
/ ceſſiies of the times, and the want of other mcanes, 
haue torced:the-French Kings of fate yeeres to. vict/ 
T his is theventor ſales of O fhices,a'very dangerous & 
hurttull Marchandue, both forthePrinceand{ubicR, 
2odi1.1,6, This Leflon(layth 5odin )the French Kings firſt learned 
of the Popes,with whom it is ſtill as farmiliar;as olde,to 
(ell Biſhopricks, liuings, & Ecclefiaſticall promotions, 
Don, Acourle, (aith one de gradecanſequence & tres-perulienſe, 
tr-ub, mais connerte de meceſſute : of great and dangerous con- 
ſequence, but cloked with neceſſity, Ir is indeed thrice 
dangerous, becaule (ales of cfficescauſe ſales of Tuſtice: 
for wher-theſe Purchaſers pay ingrofſe, they muſt 
needs per in retayle, forgetting what was ſaydto Sopho- 
cler,the Gouercour of Athens, Hfant qu'vn Gontrneur 
ait nom ſeulement les mains nettes, mais les yeur auſſi 1 A Ge» 
ucrnour muſt not only have his hancs cleane, but his 
Plut Terr, EYES ello, They cannat fay,as Pericles did on his death- 
bed, Yue nwl Athenien pour occaſion tle luy, w 4w01t onc p3r- 
terobbentire; Hehad never madeany Athenian weare 
mourning robe, For theſe, by felling Tuſtice, and rob- 
birg the poore ot their right, giuethe fatherlefle and 
oppretſey4 Widdowe iuſt caule to complayne, and of 
wearing that mourning robe that Pliyarch (peakes of. 
Saint Lewes, among many other good Lawes, and 
reuocaticn ot duers impoſitions extraordinary, made 
Hail. ls allo an Edict againſt the tale of Offices, And it is re- 
ported of Alexancer Seurrns; that he ſhould fy when 
one oftered a perce of money for a certayne Office, 
Non palizr niercatores potelt iturn i 1 will fufer none to 
4.8141, tratnque Ofhces, Thuactoreſayth the Athenian Orator 
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toTimarchus , That the lines, not the Purſes of them the 

food for Offices, were tobe lookedmro. And yee ſhall reade Dewoſtbex 
in P/atarch, that he which anciently ſtoode for an Office ##7, 

in Rome, was to ſhew himſclfe certaine dayes before the 

Eletion, in the Foram or open ſirectes, appatelled 

in a thinne Robe, that through the ſame, the people 

might ſec the wounds be had had in the Varres for his : 
Countries {eruice, and thereafter as ke had deſerued, *'*** 
tochoole him . And left any man ſhouldby briberie, 
corruption , or any ſuch indirect and vnlawfull way, 

ſceke to get any Ottice or Authoritic, thele olde Rs- 

mens made many goodand wholetome Lawes, againſt 

ſuch maner of proceedings (which they called CAmbin 

tw) ian Ambicious ſceking of preterment. This the 

Lex Prtilia forbad ;, The Lex Calphurnia declared them Pedin.li,y 
that were detected of any ſuchcourle, tobe yncapable _ 

of that Office for ever. And the Lex Twiia baniſhed ©**7#"* 
them that were conuinced (CAmbitns) for ten yecres; —_— 
ſo hatetull were ſuch purchaſes inthole dayes, 

Andinthe time of Ferdinand, they had the like law Tirque: 
in Spaine, againſt the buying ofany Office, whether of #1 5p 
Waricor luſtice; 2ue ofe quedam vender uy trocar, of- 
ficies de Alcaldid,, ny CAlens;iladgo , ny Regimients , wy 
Vientes quatris , ny fid 7 ta 4, 

Thus you may obſerue, how hurtſull ſocucrit beto 
Common» wealths, and how much ſo cuer forbidden, 
yetthar neceſſitie ofterſtimes forceth Princes, tothat 
vhichis moſt loſſero thcmſclues . Le parurete quelgues 
foitcomtraint le Roy de caſier bonnes lotx pour ſnbuenir 4 [et 
afſaires: et depuis qu' wne ſeis on a ſaitt cifle ounerture if eſt 
preſqu" impoſuible a y rewedrer ; Pouertie ſometimes con- 
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. ftraineththe Kingtobreake Lawes, to helpc his 
affaires,and when once this holeis made inthe Lawes, 
itis almoſt impoſsible co keepe it, 

Itisa ſtrangethiag to con(ider, and incredible tobe- 
leeue, what intinite maſſes of money have beae male 
heere in France by theſe (ales, where there is not that 
ColleRor, Cotroller, Treaſurer, Sergeant,or ſubalterac 
Office whatſocger, but he hath bought ir of the Prince, 
andatnoſmall rate: for | hauce heard itcredibly repor- 
ted, and yee ſhall reade allo inlate writers, that theſe | 
Offices are bought in France at a dearer rate then our : 
Linds in E#glandof twentic yeeres purchaſe, Yee mult 
obſcruethey hauc them for terme of life, and atter, to 
returne tothe King who is aZine to ſellthem, A maa 
in his ickaes, or in dangerot death, orvpon any neede 
whatſocuzr,may (ell this his Otfice, or refigae ito his 
Sonne or friend whatlocucr: whickfale is good, it the 
party liae fortic daics after the ſale or reſign1tion is co1- 
hemed ,otherwiſe not. Now weare to conlid-c, what 
Entrade or Reuznew the French King yecrely inak-th 
by any or all of the mcancs abouclaid, 

The eſtate of the Finances, D »maine,and al in Charks 

Bodin,l,6, the (ixt time, Ann? 1 44 9, was but 1492090, Livres. 
Henry the ſecon1, levait ſur ſon penple par voy: erdiaure 
La Noue, gain? millions des francs tous les ans: dont quelque partie 4 
depuis eft en747< pour les d'ttes : Non 9bjſtant leſquelles no: 
fire R1j en tirs autent aniourd huy* ray(ed vpon his peo ple 
by way of ordinarie Reacnew, tifteenethoulan4 pound 
ſterling a yeece; whercofſomepart hath(ince bene alic- 
ned forthe debrs of th? Crowne, which notwich(tan- 
ding the King rayſcth as much now, . 
ut 
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But yee may obſerue; thatthis ſumme is of late yeres 
growne much greater, (by two thirds) asis generally 
belecued: for whereas in thoſe dayes, ſome three or 
foureſcore yeeres, fince the ordinarie fumme was fif- 
teenc millions of Francs or Liures, it is now fo many of 
Crownes, And CHonſiewr Rivanlt, T reafurer to the 
Duke of Mayenne, ſhamed not ſome eight yereslince to 
fay,that his Maſter had improued the Realme of France 
toa better rent,then any Prince had done beforetimes: 


For faith he, 4s liew qu 1/ ne vallait que dix huict ow vingt Muhenfro 
millions , 1 en vant axiourd buy cinguante : \N hereas it © Hanant 


was woorth bur eighteene ar twentie thouſand pound 
ſterling, it is now woorth hive millions ſterliog, 
And another faith , that onely by the (ales of Offices 


in ewentic yeeres ſpace, Le Roy en tire cent trent & neuf Dern. 
willons:The King hath rayled one hundred thirtie and #7446. 


nine millions , which is alter the rate of ſeuen millions 
the yecre. Sothat itis probablytobe infcrred, that the 
Reuenewes are at leſt fifteeng-millions of Crownes; 
wherein alllate writers agree : Neither muſt we thinke, 
that men are miſtaken, by counting Crownes for Linres 
(conſidering that Bodin, and Ls Noe, and moſt elder 
writers ſpeake onely of Lzwres,not of Cxownes.) For the 
maner of Accompt of France, is by eſpeciall ordinance 
commaunded to bee made by Crownes, and that of 
Livres to ceaſe; So that whenlocuer yee rcade inthe 
Stories of France, of any ſumme of thouſands, millions, 
or ſuch like, without namiog either fraves or Crownes: 
you are toreſpeRrhe times when it was vrittenyforif it 
was aboue twentic yeeres paſt, they meane Lieres or 
Francs: it of latter yeres then twentie, it is alyyayes _ be 
vader- 
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ynderſtoode they ſpeake of Crowaes: this rule will not 
faile you, 

Haiag briefely ſpokea ofhis Emtrade, and ſufnicient- 
ly ofthe meancs by which he raiſcth ir, as eſpecially by 
the laſt, which is not the leaſt: namely, the ſales of 
Offices, which are now beltowed,not vpon them 
which can exccute them beſt, bur ſuch as can giue the 
moſt; of whome we may laygas Commines of them of his 


Comminct, timepreſently after the Battell of Montlheryy,Te! perdout 


ſes offices 4 eſta1s pour #* en eſtre fuy , et furent donnes 4 autres 


qui augyent foy dix litues plus loing : Some loſt their Ofty 
ces and eſtates for runningaway , the which were be- 
ſtowed ypon others, that ranneten leagues further; 50 
thele Offices were taken from them that pulled the peo» 


ple much , and beſtowed ypon orhers that pill thein 
ten times more. 


Officers of Having, I ſay,ſpoken ſutficiently of theſe, it remai- 


his Fi- 
B44, 


neth I keepe the ſame comſe I haue done hitherto : char 
is,afterthe relation of the Court, to reckon vp the Ot- 
ficersof Court, and after the diſcourſe of his Forces,to 
ſpeake of his Olfcers of warte; So here likewiſc after 
mention made of his Finances and Reuenewes, to rc- 
member his Financers and Officers, vied forthe Col- 
lion, keeping and diſpofing of theſame. Of which 
ollticers,we may lay,zs the Philoſopher faycs of wiues, 
that they be Mala necefcaria; Neceſſarie cuils, And as he 
ith of them, The leſſe of euils isthe beſt; ſo lay we of 
theſe, The fewer the better, But when wee readethat 
the olde Romares had of theſe butonein a Province, 


you ſhall obſerue heere in ſume Provincenor lo tewe- 
20ncthouland. =— 
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The chiefe oftheſe is the Treaſurer 4"Eſpergue,ofthe Tres /a 
Exchequer, inſtituted in Fravc#s the hiſt his time, in rey of E(- 
place of the Receyuer generall, There is allo another pargue, 
Treaſurer of the parties caſuelles, Caſualties, Thethird Tre. Je 
ſort are the Treaſurers generaux des Finances, whom allo parties 
they call Treaſurers of F rancc;(for as for the Treaſurers caſaelies, 
ordinary and extraordinary of the Waires, we haueal- Treſ, 
ready (poke of them in the relation of his forces, and generanr, 
of the Treaſurer ge menus plarſirs,ot Nis petty pleaſures, Treaf., de 
when we ſpoke of his Court.) The number of thele wenus jl, 
Treaſurers generzll, asalto of 2!l otl:cr Olficers of Fi- 
nances, ye may partly conce;ue by thenumber of Ge- 
neralitics which are in France, and the ſeugrall Olfices 
ot eche one of theſe, 

Of thete Genzralitiesarc twenty & one in all Fraxee, Generals: 
Paris, Rowen Caen, Nanies,T oures, Bu ges, Poictrers, Agen, nes, 
T holouſe, Montrellier, arx,Grenoble, Lion, Ryon, Dyow Chu 
aions, Amyens Orleans, Soi{ſons, Lyniozes, Moulin, | 

Inccheot theſe Generalitics are diuers EleRions, Elections 
rar is, divers places forthe Receiptof the Finances : 
As in that of Orleans are cleven EleRions, in the reſt 
ſome more, and ſome leſſe,to the number of 170.in al, 

[n euery Generality arc ten Treaſurers; three Recei. Receumerss 
vers generailof the Finances;three Receyuers generall 
of the Tallom,onc Receiuer generall of the Drſmes; rwo 
Receyuers genetall of the VVoods; And for eucry Re- 
ceiuer, ſo many Controlers generall: two Treaſurers ©97fr0- 
generall of the extraordinary of the Ware, for {&©*, 
the payment of Garriſons and Souldiers in time of 
VWarre, 

Beſides all theſe generall Officers, there arcalſo in 
cche particular Election, three Receyuers of the T ail, 
P 3 three 
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three of the Aides,two of the T aillow, & as many Con- 
trolers,beſides all other inferior Officers, If then there 
be thus many in one EleRion onely , ye may iudgethe 
infinitenumber in all France, vpon which they lyc, as 
thicke as the Graſlehoppers in &gypt. 1 
Chamber 1Imuſt hcre alſo remember the Chamber of Ac- 
of Ac- counts,the chiefe Court of the Finances : wherein are 
counts, foure Preſidents, twelue Maſters, eighteene Auditors, 
foure CorreQors,one Procuror generall,one aduocate, 
one grether,(ixe huiſhers, or Sergeants, and other infc- 
Bodwn.l, 5, tior Ofticers,to the number (as 5odinſayth)ot two hun- 
dred,belides feruants(andit is likely,the number is not 
leſlened (ince his time,) 
In concluſion,the Officers here,and of other places, 
are {0 exceeding many, as a Preſident of this Court 
ſhewed the Eſtates of France, inthe aflembly art 8/91, 
thar of the Eſcu,lixe ſhillings, which was payd by the 
SubieR, there came bur a teffox, 1.(hilling $, pence to the 
Kings Coters, 
Many motions haue beene made, from time to time, 
forthe redrefle hereof, but the faction cf Financers 15 (0 
ſtrong,and the ſumme (ov huge , whichthe King owes 
them,that itis remedil. (ſe, 
Comtof The Court of Aidesallois as full of Offices, as that 0- 
— eds ther. Theſe Finances ((aithone) ont effe browillces, a/te- 
Hail, lg fhangces,et reduitles en art (i obſcure, que peu de gens 
entendent ou peruent y entendre, ( ils ne ſont mourrys en la Can 


balle de ceux qui ont obſcurcie:haue bene ſo ſhutfled,alte- 
red,changed,andreduced into ſo oblcurean Arte, that 
very tew cirher do, or can vnderſtandit, except they 
haue bene brought vpin their Cabalethat hauc obſcu- 
redit. No maruelltherefore , though therebeemuch 


difference 
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difference among men, about the certayntie thereof, ei- 
ther forthe truth ofthe ſumme, or number ot the Of. 
cers, 

|": Howbcitzhauing now wound my ſelfe out of thela- 
borſome Laborinth thereof, directed by the clew of the 
beſt wrirters,and moſtiu hicioas Informers, that as yet 
I could meete withall, I will proceede to relate of the 
reſt,and firſt of the Kings Coyrie, for that ye know theſe 
Financers areneuer without inoney ; and next that, [ 
will remember the Adminiſtration of luſtice, and lo by 
conſequznt ſpeake of che Counts, ludges, Lawyzrs, and 
ſuch like, who,ot all people inthe world, huar afterit 
with greateſt greedineſle, 


The Coynes of France, are cither of Gold, Siluer,or F7,c 
Braſſe, Inthoſeof Gold I muſtve benter inſtructed my + 


ſclfe,for | know not but the Crowne, which is of three 
or foure ſorts, whereof that of the Sunne isth= beſt, and 
the halfe Crowne , Thoſe of Siluer are theſe, the Liwre 
or Franc,which is 2. ſhillings ſterling: Thequert d eſcs, 
which is 1.ſhilling,s pence, The Teton, which is halte a 
ſorbs!efle; The peece of tenneſoubs,which is 1. ſhilling 
ſtcrlng ? the halfe quardeſcs, rhe halte teſſow , andthe 
peece of five ſoubs, that is (ixe pence ſterling. Thoſe of 
Braſle,is the peece of (ixe Blanks, which isthree pence: 
that of three blankes, three halte pence, Theſoubs of 12, 
denier: the liard of foure deniers, the double, of twwotand 
laſtly,the denver it ſelfe, whereot tenne make 1,peny ſter- 
ling, This baſer and ſmaller kinde of money, hath nat 
beene vſed in France,bur fince the beginning of the ci- 
uill warres, TheTeftonis the beſt ſiluer, It is a general 
and atrue complaint, that the Coyne is much lefle in 


France, then it hath becae , andthat thereis the better 
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halfe of French Crownes gone out of che land within 
theſe twenty yeres: whercof isno marucll,confidcring 
that marehandiſe hath almoſtlien dead, the Counrrey 
vnfruicfull, becauſe vntilled, and many troups of fore 
rayne + 9 ooo. of Swiſles and Reiſters,hecre 
all the while payd. 

Howſoeucr it decreale in Fraflce, true it is that Bodm 
fayrh,thatit increaſcth generally in all theſe Weſt coun. 
tries of the world; as alſo thatthey haue leſlc and lcſle 
in che Ea(t parts: For ſo hereporteth out of S1rabo, 
that in former timcs the Kings of Epypt rayſed ycerely 
vpontheir people ſeuen millions and a halte, And Pls- 


Plat, Scyl. tarch ſayih, that Scylla taxed CAframmor at twelue milli- 


ons of Crownes, which is little more then the ſ1xt part 
of thatthe 1 urke holds, who notwithſtanding at this 
preſentray{crth not aboueſo much inall his dominions, 
Bur intheſe Countries, as yce lee by this Realme of 
France,the Revenues ſtill grow greater and greater : of 
this the abundance of money isno little cauſe : So is it 
alſo the cauſe, that the prices of all wares are giowne, 
not that things are now more ſcarce, or people more 


plentifull, which ſome will needs per{wade them ſclucs 
to belecue, 


Bodin,li,s Andthcrefore one reaſons well, that ſayth, The Rc» 


\Y 


venue of Charles the fixt , which was bur fourtcere 
hundred thouſand Francks, was as ſufficient to mayn- 
tayne the greatneſſe of a French King,asthat of C4 a7/cs 
the nynth,which was fittcene millions,conſidering the 
priceof all things, and penſion of Otticers cnhaunced. 
Ando by cauſequent, the ranſome of the Sultane of 
Egypt, of fiue hundrcd thouſand Liares, which hee 
paydthe Turke, notmuch lcfle thenthe — 
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of Crownes, which Francis the firſt paide to Charles 
the fift. | 


Itremaineth I ſpeake of of the Adminifirathtnand Ex- Admins- 
ecation of Inflice , and of thoſe places and perſons where tration 


and by whome it is done : I will therefore begin with of 1#/ce. 


their Aſſemblies,as the higheſt and greateſt Court of al, dem» 
which well reſcembleththe Parkament of England, the blies. 
Diet of the Empire , or the Counſellof the Amphyrihions 

in Greece, Ve may lay of theſe Aſſemblies of France, 

where matters are concluded by the multiplicitie of 

yoyces, not by the poyze of reaſon, as wasfaid of the 

Romanes elections, where the Con(ull propounded, and 

the people approoued by ſuffrage,or diſprooucd: or as 

the Philoſopher CAnacharſe: (aid of Solonms Commons Pint Solon 
wealth ; Es cenſultations et deliberations des Grecs, tes ſage? 
propoſent les matieres , et les fols les decidemt ©. In the contul- 

tations and deliberations uf the Greekes,wile men pro- 
pound the matters, and fooles decide them, 

There are three eſpeciall cauſes of calling theſe Af. 
lemblics. 1 he firlt, Zuand la ſucce/sion 4 la Coronne eſtoit T),,,, 
douteuſe et controuerſe,, ou qu' il eſlait neceſſaire de powruoir 4 mar! 
la kegence, durant la captiutte ou minorit< des Roys,on quand 
ils eſtoyemt preclus de ' ſage de lewx intendement : When 
the ſuccetlion of the Crowne was doubtful and in con- 
touerlie, or when it wasto take order for the Regencic 
during the Kings captiuitic or minoritic, or when they 
had not theright vie of their wits, Hereof ye haue ex. 
amples, Anno 1324.5, Lewes an infant: and Charlesthe 
lixt, Anno 1380. lunaticke * and 1484. /obs priſoner, 

For all which occaſions, Aſſemblies were called,tode- 


termine who ſhould baue the Regencie of the Realme 
the meane while, 
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Theſccondcauſeis, 2veuſileft queſtion de reformer 
le Royauwme,corriger les abus des Officers, et Muziftrats, on 
4ppaiſer les troubles et ſeditions: Whenthere is queſtion of 
retorming the kin2dome,correRingrthe abuſes of Otf- 
cers and Magiſtrates, or appealing troubles and (cditi- 
ons; Hereof ye haue examples, 1 412,whena peace was 
made berwecn the Infants of Orleans & Burgundy, whole 
houles had long warred one with another, and diſtrac- 
red allthe Nobilitic of France , to their parts taking. 
Alſo anno, 1 560, when Frances the ſecond called an af- 
{embly at Orleans, tor the different of Religion : where 
the Prince of Condie was arreſted, and condeinned of 


' rreaſon,and where this young King diced, before hee 


Hollin- 
head, 


Der tr2ub 


could ſcethe execution. And anno, 1587. an aſſembly 
called at Blors,tor the reformation ofthe State,8& puni(h+ 
menrtot diucrs abuſes in Magiſtrates (as the Duke of 
Gwe pretended) and forthe depoling ofthe Kinz, as 
tomethought thathe entended : others ſay,that he |12d 
here plotced to kill the King , and that the King had bur 
che (tart ofthe Duke one day; torithe had deterred the 
death of the Gwiſetill the nextdaygtheloc had tallen vp+ 
on himlclte, There is a very judicious late writer, wh 

dilcourling of this aſſembly at Blais,where the three E- 

ſtates excepred againſt the Kings ill Gonernment, com- 

playneth, that of latethey are growne too infolent in 

their demauncs, Ye (hallreadein our Hiſtories of ſuch 

alike Parliament asthis,in England, called by Henry of 
Derby againſt Richard the ſecond. 

Thethird cauſe is, la neceſate du Rey ou royawume, oi on 
exbortoa aux ſubſides , (ubuentions, aides, et oftrors: The 
wanrtane neceſſity of the King or kingdome , in which 
calcthc Eſtates are cxhonedtogiue Subſidies, fubucnti- 


ons, 


»8 
The view of Frence. 


ons,aides,and gratuities, For in former times, the Kings 
contenting themſeſues withtheir Domaine, ard impoſt 
of ſuch wares,as came in,or went out of the land, (the 
two moſt ancient, and moſt iuſt grounds of Finances) 
werenotactuſtomed ro kvy and impoſe vpon their 
Subic&s any taxe whatſocucr, without the conſent of 
the three States,thus aſſembled, T hey did not ſay, as 
of later yecres Lewes the eleuenth was wont, Que Us | ,Mroue 
France eſlowt wn pre qui ſe tondoit trois-fois Þ annee: That | 
France wasa Meddowe , which bee mowed thrice a 
ecte. 
The next Soueraigene Court (for forthe Frenchcall 
t)& the Covrr of Parliament, {x vray — Pariige 
Francoiſe: Seige dn Roy et de ſes Parres ; Thetruetemple of Pers. 
Frerch Iuſtice : Seate of the King and his Peeres; And ©9246 
25 Haillan calles it, Larchbeuttan der dreitts:the Bunreſſe 4 = 
of equitie, This Court very muck reſembleth the Star- ——_—— 
Chamberof England,the Arezpageof CAihens, the Se- 
nate of Rome,the Conſeglio de diey of Venice. 
Thereare no lawes (laith Haillan)by which this Courr 
is dircted:it iudgeth ſecundum quam i boy, according 
to equitie and conſcience, and mitigatcth the rigour of Comm.c.4 
the Law : Les mom des Perlements ſont applique? <ux com- 
pagnies de Cours Sonerargnes, qui cornoſſoient en dernier reſ- 
ſort de matieres de inflice : The names of Parliaments are 
giuen tothe bodies of Soucraigne Counes, which 
———_ without appeale, in matters of Ju- 
ICCs 
Oftheſe Courts of Parliament , ye have eight in 
France, T hat of Paris, the moſt ancient & higheſt in pre- 
eminence, which at firſt was ambulatory(as they call it) 
& eucr followed the K,Court whirherlocuer it wEr: bur 
Q 2 lince 
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fince Philip le bel, it hath beene ſedentary in this Cirie, 


Raill,b,z, I hatot Grenoble was erefted, anno, 1453s That of The- 


Hall,;. 


Bretuzne,inthe yeere 1553, 


louſe,anno,rzo2, That of Bourdeawrx, anno, 1443, That 
of Dyen,in the yeere 1 476. That of Rowen, in the yeere 


1501, That of 4ix, the ame yeere. And laftly, that of 
Anciently all Arc!1-Bi- 
ſhops, and Biſhops might fit andgiue voyces in this 
Parliament of Peris z but in 1 463, it was decreed, that 
none but the Biſhop of Paris,and Abbot of Saint Denrs 
might ſitthere,except he be of the Bloud: for all thelc 
are priuiledged. 

The Preſidentsand Councellorsof the Court of Par- 
liament of Paris, may not depart the Towne , without 
leaue of the Court,by the ordinanceof Lewes 12, inthe 
yeere 1499+ Senatores ſemper adeſſe debent quod gr auitatem 
res habet cum frequens eſt ordo : The Senators ought al- 
wayestobe preſent, becauſe things are carricd with 
more maieſtie, when that Court is tull, 

Tothis Parliament,they appealefrbm all other ſubal- 
terne Courts throughout the Realme, as they doc in 
Veniceto the Conſizho grande. Neither can the King con- 
cludeany warre, or peace, withoutthe advice and con- 
lent hereof; oratleaſt (as Haillan ſayth) hee demaun- 
dethit for faſhion ſake,ſomerimes when the matters are 
already concluded. 

The Parliament of Paris confiſtsof ſeuen Cham- 
bers: the Grande chambre, and fiuc others of Enqueſts: 
and the Tournelles, which isthe Chamber for the crimi- 
nall cauſes,asthe other fixe be fortheciuill. It is cal- 
ledthe Towrnelles, becauſe the Iudges of the other 
Chambers (ic there by turnes, euery three moneths : 


Bedin.l.4. thercaſon whercof Bodaw giucs, thatit mightnotalter 


the 
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the natural! inclination of the Iudges, and make them 
more cruell, by being alwayes exerciſed in matter of 
condemnations,and executions, There bee of this 
Court,of Preſidents, Councellors, Cheualliers of ho. 
nour,Procureurs, Aduocates,Clerkes,Sergeants,and 0- 
ther Officers of all ſortes,not ſo few astwo hundred, 
Beſides this Court, therearc alſo other Courtes for 


the adminiſtration of Iuſtice,in this Citie, as the Chatel- Courts of 


let of Paris,with a Lieutenant ciuill, and another crimi- Chureliets 


nall,and the Hoſtel de Paris,with a Prevoſt, and other in* 
teriour Oficers, whichis, as ye would ſay, the Guild 
Hall of the Citie, So haeye chroughoutthe Realme 
certayne places,(as all Citics invenerall)where there be 
Chatellets (like our places of Aſſiie) andinthem a Lieu» 
tenant,ciuill and criminall, to:udge anddetermine all 
cauſes,reall,or perſonall, an4 l\ere many Lawyers and 
Procurers' asare our Councellors at law, & Artturnies) 
who pleade beforethcſe Licutenants , and Preuoſts, 
and certaine Councellors, which arc the ludges intheſe 
Courts, whereof the number is incred:ble 1n France. 
Inſomuch as ye may well lay of them, as is ſaid of Srenne, 
T here be more readers then auditors: ſo here be more Pleaders 
thi Clients, T his Chiquanerie( yettifozging)S8 mulriplici- 
tieofpleaders, came firſt from the Popes Court, when 
his Seate was at Aw/2non (as my Author ſaith) whoin 
the ſame place calles theſe Aduocates, les Sourrrs de Pa- 
lais : The Mice ofthe Palace, Theſe are they thas Kablais 
(the true Lucian of France)calles Doriphages. 8. dewourers 
#f bribes : whoſe badneſſc he ſcoffingly taxeth, where he 
faith,that the diucll was nut chayned,till ſuch time as he 
did ate faſting one morning,the ſoule of one ofthe Ot- 
ficers of theſe Courts; whereupo he was ſo vexed with 
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the Collicke (ſaith he) finding a worſe deuillthen him. 
{elfe rumbling in his belly, as there was no ſtirre with 
the collericke Marchant, till he was bound, 
The proceſſes and ſutes in theſe Courts rhroughout 
France, are innumerable, wherein wee come nothing 
neerethem; and yet there is no want of theſe in Eng. 
land: for I baue heard of 340, Niſiprivs betweene par- 
tics tryed ar one Afſile in Nor.(as many Iihinke,as in 
halfe England beſides.) But theſeare only twice inthe 
yeere, that caules are tried at Afſizesin our Countrey, 
whereas heere they are tried cuery day inthe yere, that 
is not teſtiuall; Sorhat it is not much valikely,that here 
are as many Proceſſes inſeucn yeres, as hanc bcene in 
England fincethe Conqueſt. 
Oraon. An Aduocate muſt vic no injurious words, nor ſu- 
" — pro ; he muſt plead bricfly,and recite ſummariiy:; 
- ig heemay bee compelledby the ludge topleada poote 
13+% mans cauſc without fee : Hee muſt bea Graduate, and 
haue1taken the othe: He may not buy the lands in que- 
ſion of oneot thepatties; andbefides many other in. 
tubitions,he may not enter the Tadoye ſens faire collation: 
the pleading place, till he haue broken his faſt: which 
in my opimon is neecleſle, they are forward enough. 
Courts of Thixre are befides thele Counts of Chateliers in Ci- 
Bayli- ties, the Courts alſoof the Bailliages & Seneſchauſes; 
wicks and thatis, of Bayliwicks and Sheriffalues, who,as Halla 
Sheriffal laith,keepe Courts in eche Province, and iudge io all 
eres. marrers ciuilland criminall, 
Hawlli,z There is alfothe Courtof the Eau & Foreſts, kept 
Court of atthe Tableot Marblein the Palaice,and infinit others, 
E445 & which to ſpeake particulacly of,would be very tedious, 
Forreſ's andnotvery neceſſary, l will kere onely remember you 
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ofthe two Counſels, which I muſt confeſſe,not to hane 
their due place: for I ſhould haue ſpoken of them next 
after the Courrof Parliament, or if ye will,next after the 
Aſcmblie, 

The chiefe of theſe 3s bring al wayes about the King, ,,_. 
15the Conſeil prive , or des affaires : Priny Councell, or rewy 


Councell ot affaires:of theſe Counſeliors(am6g which Courcel, 


are his foure Secretaries )he calleth certaine cucry mor- 
ning at his ring, towhome he communicates apart his 
principal and molt importing affaires,where arcread 211 
letters which come from other Princes, and ſuch like 
publike buſinefſe,&after a concluli6 what is to be done, 
the diſpatch thereot is committed to the Secretaries. 

The other, is the Grand Conſeil, or Conſeil d' Eflat ; Great gyaus 
Councell,or Councell of Eſtate:whichat firſt was , aSit coy). 
were,a m ber ofthe Parliament, & cofited of the Prin= * 
ce of the Bloud, & Nobility, hauingonly ro dealein the 
12ers of the policy general of France,or of wars, or of 
t12enating & publithing of Edits, Butthe tact of Or- 
113; R Bargundy,cauſed itro be changed toa choyleniie 
2:7 of Counſellors, prouiſioned of r000,crownes peti- 
1157) apecce yerely. Of this Counſel the Chancel'or is 
chict,torneither the King himſelf,nor any Prince ot the 
loud comes there. This is the Court, of which the 
Frenchman faith,euery time it is holden, it coſts the K, 
1000,crownes a day, And now, faith Hai{lan,hee cannot 
keepthEſocheave,foinfiniteis the nfiberof the grown, 
\Vhere he alfo c6plaines, that this Conſeil & Eſtar, which 
was wont only to determine publike affaires,as tae clta. 
bliſhmet of Luſtice, the Reglem Ct of Finances,& redrel- 
fing of cCOomon gricuices,is now 10 charged with private 
contentions,zs the glory th2:eot is much diminuhed, 
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Officers Yeſhallnownote inaword, the Officers that exe- 
for th'ex- cute and adminiſter Iuftice through France, wherein [ 
ecutron will not be precile ro nameall, butaccording tothe (u- 
of Tuftice: perficiall courſe before taken, onelyto remember the 
ener and chiefeſt. 
beſides the The Chancellor, anciently ſerued as a Secrerary,and 
— ſowere called 1a the olde Chartes of France, where he 
__ \.-_ is likewiſe called the grand Referendaire, The Secretary 
&al:, re. docth ſigne,and the Chancellor doeth leale. Some de- 
ſidents, riuethis word of (cancellare) which Haillan _— 
C-uſellerzy others of cancellus, Cuias vponthe Code layth, they be 
Aaue theſamethat 2ueſtores were in time of the Empire at 
cat!, Ee © rome, Theretore he is ometime called Leſter Injlitie, 
abens-ags & legum cuſtos; Theſaurus fame publice, & armarium le. 
gam:; Theludpe of luſtice, and Keeper of the Lawes, 
Fas the Treoſurer of publike fame, and Store-houlc ot the 
11k , LAaWCS» 
pony Secretary is the next Office, whoartfirſt were called 
gueawn, Clerkes. Someold Writers call them 7ox aporreton 
Secretary Grammateait, Suetonius calles them Ab Epriſtolis or Ema- 
Vrocopms, nuenſes. They arc cyther of the Finances ( which haue 
their place among the Officers of the Finances, betore 
remembred)orot cAffanes, whichwe here ſpeake of : 
Of thele are foure,which are called the principall,Mon- 
freur Filleroy, Monſieur Geuure, Monſieur de Freſne, and 
Monſieur de Beaulien, | * 
Gonerner Gouernours and Lieutenants generall of Cities and 
and Lies- Prouinces,areas it were Viceroyes & Regents of thoſe 
tenant. places committed to them:& indeed the perſons (uſtai- 
ning theſe charges,are much more Noble then thoſe of 
the Secretarics, as being tur the moſt part conferd ypon 
the Princes of the Bloud and Pecres of France. 
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The Gouecrnours of Cities were inoldetime called 
Dukes, and they of Prouinces, Counts. T hey wereat 
trſt onely in trontier Provinces, but row fincethe trou- 
bles of France,they haue had the commaund cuer Ci- 
tics and Countries, cucen inthe middeſt and bon els of 


the Lana: So that new, ſaith H ar{lan, France is become Haill,lr,z, 


Fromttere ae tous coſtez a elie meſme, A Fronticr to it (cle 
on cuery hide, 

There arc butfew Cities, whereof anciently there 
were Gouernouts, as Rechell, Calars, Peronne, Bologne, 
Mondidier, Narbonne, Bayonne, and iwoor three others $ 
Others that had keeping ot ſome (mall Caſtle or Fort, 
was onely called the Keeper,or Captayne at moſt, But 


now,layth Hailan,hb.g, cuety paltry fellow that hath 1414.5, 4. 


the keeping of a Colombier, P:geon-houte,mult forfooth 
be colled Monſiexr le Gonrrnenr, My Lord the Gouvers 
nour; and my miſtreſle his wite, Madame la Gonrernarete, 
My Lady the Gouerneſle, 

The Gouernorof Daw/phenie hath greateſt priuiled- 
es; for he giueth all Offices in his Prouince; in other 
places they cangiue rone, Ccxcept they hauc it by ex» 
pretle words 1n their Patent, The Goucinor may not 
be ab{cnt aboue fixe meneths ina yere; but the Licutes 
nant muſt neuct be ablerit,v ithour leauc of the Princes 
except the Goucrneour be preſent. 

There is yer ay Office, whereof 1 muſt remen:ber 
you, which 1s onc of the chickeſt in France, either for 


honucr or piotir, called grand Mairſſre aes Ecve' & For Miſiey of 
reſts, All marters concar.ing the Kings Chaſles, | v- ie Fancy 
reſts, V\ ocds and Waters V. hatfceuer,zre determined ard Fo= 
by him,by the 2rand Mr. Engueſteur,ar d by the Reforma: riffs. 


tear, at the Table of Mable « vnder him are infinite 
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forts of Officers,as Les 'Maiſtres partiewbiers de 6444 for- 
reſt leurs Liewenits les 7r ajers tes grayers, ſexrayers, maiſfres 
der 2ar des muiſtres ſergents gardes 4es marteaux procureure, 
greffiers , arpenteurs, cole teurs des amentdes, and 1iucrs 0. 
thers ; As the particular Maſters of each Forreſt, their 
Licutenants, Oaerlcers of the ſale of woods, and the v- 
ther Officers here ſpecified. 

ButI will notloade this ſhort Relation, with recko- 
ning vp all the diuers and infinite fortes of Officers, 
wherewith France her ſelte ſeemethro be oucrloaden, 
as partly yee haue heard alreadie: and yee ſhall reade in 
Ba4mm,how he complaines,not onely of the inultiplicite 
of Offices in generall, burtal{o, that euen the Couolcl! 
of E'tate is (urcharged with number $ where you may 
likewiſe obſerue,how hea7proues the Priuic Counſel 
of England creed ſome toure Farndred and ocde 
yeeres fince, where arencuer, ſaith hz, aboue eweiltie, 
bywhoſe [age drrectron the Lind hath long flouri/be.l,en armes 
et loix: lnarmesandlawes. And forthe execution of 
Lawes, anJ adminiſtration of lullice, yee may remem- 
ber what hath beene (aiJ before, that the Lawcs are 
good and tuit, but they benot, w/lement exercee, iuſily 


Haill,2, executed, Vere Haillancomparing the times, Alor: 


({auh he) on puni/o1t les grand : depris on w' 4 puny que les 
petits, et les grand; demeurent impunis , Then great ones 
were puniihed,but lince,onely petty fellowes,and the 
ercat ones goe Icot-free, So that now,the Lawes of 


Plut.SYen France are become like __ webbes,which onely 


lan, 
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catch the linle Flies, ag 


the great ones breake tho- 
rowe, 


Dat veniam Corus, vexat cenſuya Columba. 
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The mew of France. 
Th'enſnaring Lawes let Crowes poe free, 
W hilefimple Doues entangled bee, 

Hamng now related of the Tepograjhieand Policy of 
France,it remayneth I (peake ſomewhat of the Gecons- 
my, that is, of the pevple of France, comprited vndcr 
the three Eſtates, of the Clergy , the Nobility, and 
Comnunalty : of the ſeucrall humovr,protefſion,and 
faſhion of each of cliem , which is the third aad lait 
branch of this Relat:on. 

T he Church Gallicane, is holden the beſt priui- F-7;s 
lecped of all thoſe of Chriſtendoine, that haue nuFyet (7,4... 
quittheir ſubicEion rothe Fope,, It hath alwayes pro» . 
tcſted againſt the Inquiſition; it is more tree trom pay- 
mentstothe Pope, then the Church of Spaine, as alſo 
tothe King: for here in France they orcly pay the Deſ- 
wer bot in Spaine, the King hath his T errzas,, ſubſraro, pt- py, P (4+ 
la, and Eſcuſado;, in all,2 moytic of the Church hung, juan, 
Indeede 1t is reported of this Catholike King, that hee 
hath founded many Abbics and Rehwious houtes: bur 
whatſaith his SnbicQ? Hee fieales the jkeepe, and enue; the 
Tratters ſor Gods ſake, 

In this Church of France are ewelue Archbiſhop- 
prickes, one hundred and foure B ſhopprickes , hue 
hundred and fortie Archpriories, onethcufand foure ,, ,., , ; 
hundred 2nd fiftic Abbies: rweluc thouſand three hun- 
dred and twetitic Priorics, five hunorcd fixtic ſeuen 
Nurneties, one hundred and thirtie thouſand Pariſh 
Prieſts, ſcuen hundred conuents of Friers, and two hun- 
dred hiftie ning Comendamsot the order of the Knights 
of Malta. There are, faith the(Cabimet aw Roy)three milli- c.4;mer 
ons of peopic thar liue vpon the Chruich of France! a» ky, 
wherc hce particulat ly fertcth downe 1n each Dioeclle, 
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the number of all ſortes of Religious people, as alſo the 
number of their Whores, Bawd;, Baſtards, and (eruants 
of allſortes: And why not? (fayth hee) as well as the 
Magicians vndertake in their [auentory of the Diabo- 
liq: Mnnarchy.to fer downethe names 211 ſurnmmes 
of 75.Princes, and (e1en millions, foure hundred 2nd 
five thouſand , nine hundred, rwenty and fixe di. 
nels? 
The Chnrch hath, for all this rabble, ro live vpon, 
Thetem- theſerwo things: Firſt,her temporal! Reucnucs,and le- 
porall li- condly,her Spiriruall, which they call the baiſe-ment,Of 
#17507 her temporal! Revenues, divers men iudee diuer(]y 
the Phe Cabrmet, who in all his computations makes of a 
ouſe,an Elephant,laith,thatthey are toureſcorc m:1l1- 
ons of Crownes the yeere, beſides the barſe-mari, which 
i525 much more , and belides an infinite prouilion 
which they relerue, ans is paid them oner and except 
their Rents, by their Farmers and Tenants; as of Wheat, 
toure millions,fiue hundred thouland ſepriers, quarters: 
of Rye, two millions, three hundred thouſand ſeptiers, 
quarters? of Oates, nine hundredthoufand: of Barly, 
e12ht hundred thouland z of Peale and Beanes, cight 
hundred (1xty thouſand; Capons, one hundred (ixty 
thouland : Hennes,fiue hundred fixty thouſand ; Par- 
erridge, hue hundred thouſand : Beeues , tweluethou- 
{land : Muttons, one million two hundred thouſand; 
\Wine, one million two hundred thouſand caves: 
Egges, ſeuen millions: Butter, wwohundred thirty 
thouſand quintaux : Cheeſe , hue hundred thouſand: 
Hogvres, one hundred thirty fixe thouſand: Pigges, 
three hundred forty thouſand; Tallowe, Gxty thou- 
hand quiztaux : Hey, (ixe hundred thouſand loades: 
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Straw, eight hundred thouſand : Wood, rwo millions: 
with an infinite proportion of other neceſlaries, imagi- 
nary onely,and incredible. And yet he ther: avowerh al 
things, with as great confidence, as if himfelfe had had 
thoren a5 Tr 1 from all the Bookes of Accounts (in 
each Mo ittery and Bznehce in this land, For how 
i$it poſtiole the Church ſhould hauerwo hundred mil- 
lions of Crownes yeerely rent, whenas by the compu- 
tation , here are but iuſt ſo many Arpeasot land in all 
Franke : which torate one with another,at a crowne an 

rper,comestothis account , which heeallowesthe 
CQterzy.and then is there nothing left tor the other two 
States, of the Nobilitie and people? 

Bur 111 as much as the betezr halfe of their Reuenue is 
by the barſe-mani,thcre remaineth the better halte of the 
land to the other two States s which notwithſtanding 
154 proportion {mail ynough, 

N-ere vatathis reckoning, commerh then which 
we rea 1e in Bodin,of CAlemart, x prelident of accounts 
in Pw, whole tudgemcnt muſt cary good authority in 
th a, as a thing bclonging to his proteſſion , and 

vherein he was beſt experienced ! The Church Reve. 
nues in land,are reckoned ordinarily, at ewelue millions 
and three hundred thouland ures: bur I dare witthe 
(faith hee) that of ewelue partes of the Reuenues of 
-rance,the Church pflcile leuen. 

Chis opinion Badmicemes to allowe: Butitis rather 
thoughtto be truc,that the Comment defeſtat faith, who 
of therwo hundred millions of Arpens , allowesthe 
Church forty ſeuen millions , which by particulars of 
their Vineyards , Mcddowes, Arable, Paſtures, and 
Heathes, with their woods , i: thereter downe: which 
R 3 here 
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here to follow e in particular, were too tedious, 
The {zi> Belides this temporal, they haue their Baiſe-mani (:$ 
1:1#a(l lj. tsfaid)that conhifterh in Churchings, Chriftnings, Mar. 
whos, Tiages,Bunals, Roly-bread, Indulgences, Vowe:,Þ1)gri- 
mages, Feſts,Proccſlions, Prayers for caticll, for ſealon- 
able weather, tor ciuldren, 2gainſtall wanct of diſealcs, 
and iatinre luch purpoles; tcr which the ſuperſtitious 
pec ple will havea Maile aid, which they pay the Prictt 
tor,particularly;ouct and belices allthis, there is ſcarce 
that Arpen in alt France, vpon whuchthere is not lone 
Dm12e,or de proſundis, lone libera me, Demine , or lume 
reckoning or othcr,liable, 
This lort of pcople arc they, whoſclife is onely ſpent 
in (peculation,and their tpeculaticn ſuch (asappeateth 
P-ccacis, by their liues) asthat of Guido Carale, vw hcoreot Beccace 
Noxr'2,9 ipeaketh, £ueſie ſur ſpeculatiory erans ſolo nt cercare,, ſe 
40114 6 tromarſi poteſje che 1dce non fuſſes Thele his ſpecvlations 
were oncly (pert i lecking, whether he could hnde that 
thezewas no God, 1hcle are they, of whome Za Noxe 
ipcakerh , when he ſhewerhthe three cautes of the n1- 
(cries of France, which be finceth mike three Stars; 
Itreligion in thoſe that make profeſſion of Religion : 
Oppretiion inthe Nobletle: And diflolution of n:aners 
nite Comminalie, VFor{tanh he) Imprert raine (es con- 
\ ſererſes t Imuſtuce renwer ſe (cs Efkats:: Diſjolution gaſle les [a- 
mulles: iimpicty rutneth mers conlciences : Iniuſtice 0- 
arrtorowcoaah the Common- Wealth: And Diflclution 
marreth particular tamiltes, 
T/er'fer Concemming then of the RetormedReligion, whom 
1eZ Rilo herem comempt they C41 Hunutnots,yeemay note,that 
vom, Uhenunideris not ling |,corſtecring thatafter the confe. 
rence of Porſſre,aboucthutty yeres linceghere were found 
2150, 
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2150.C'urches of them, whereof not one hath eſcaped 
without ſome murthers, or mallicres t-and wee may 
imagine, that face that time, this number is much cn- 
crealed, 
Some (ay,they had the name of Hurvencrs,of the words 
wherewith they began their Oration, when thzy proce» 
ſt:4 againitthe Church ot Rome, which beganthus, Huc 
ms venus ce, Huher we are come,&c, As they ay,ghe 
Wallons were calle4 of theſe words 04 allons vows ? wy lnither 
g wetwhen they were driuen out of their owne coun» 
try,asking one another whither they ſhould go. But this 
is not [0 likcly as that of them , who ſay, that in Toure: 
where they tutt began, there i is one otthe Gates, called 
Huzgoes Port , oat of whichthey ofthe Religion viedto 
palle into the ficlds , to make their prayers incheir pri- 
une aflemblics: whereupon they had firſt thenamettor, 
« it one Hugo ſhould be the rſt of that opinion, is ge+ 

nerally reiected, 

| ſhall not needtofay inthis place,that this difference 
in Religion,of theſe Catbolicks, and Hognenets, isclecre 
{ra the flaunder which many lay vpon tem, they be- 
INg the occaſion of ail theſe late troubles in France: tor 
i: huth beene ſufficic ently already proued,thatrhe antbi- 
tiva of che houſe of Guiſe , and the parts-taking with 
them,and thoſe other of Burbon,is guilty thereof. 

As for Religion, it hath onely beene the cloke, 
and thaddowe ot thcir ambitious pretences, without 
the which, they could neuer. haue infinuated them- 
ſelves ſofarre into the hearts. of the people, who arc 
alwayes the grosde la batailie; The maine Battell: and 
withoutwhome the Nobilitic may well quartell, but 
they cannot bght, 
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C:nmeat, Andiherefore ye ſhallread in ſome of the ſame Rehgrr 
de 1ſt, onictoimed, T bei there were Hugwenots, as well of Eitate, 
as of Keligion, 

Thclc haue now fice permiſſion to protefie,and pla» 
ces allotted tor cxcrcile, with all liberty ot Conlcicrice 
poſlible, faue that in the chieke Cities of Fiarice they 
hauc no hurches allowed, neyther can be buticd in 
Chiiſ'tan buriall (as they call ir) it any ot them dyc a- 
mong the Catholicks, with whome notwithſtanding 
they wow live peaceably, trhroughour tlic Courucy, 
They cannot have the tauvour that Namtigpss allowed 
Lis Dogge, who (as Plutarch layth) tor tollowing his 
maſtcr trom Allicque ro 8 alamine, and there dying, was 
lo'emnly interied,ard had a manumentrailes ouct the 
place, And n.c thinks, thcy haue heere {mall realonto 
Ietthem live rogether ina houle,and net to luttertlicm 
tolye together ma Church-yard, 

But as ijur Waiting any longer for Religion, the 
Frenchman vitcily cuiclaymes it, hee 1s atlalt growne 
Wile, harry, lic liath boughtit ſomewhat Gdearc: L /- 

Comment, alien fl ſage acuant la nem, | Alemant ſur te faitl, cx le 
«el Ot, Frenqgois,apres leconp: The hahian is wile bciorchand; 
the Alivaync, uw the doing; andthe Fiercb, attcr the 
thing is Conc,lauh one uf their owne VV rites, 17s [1/- 

Calor ſajtl, 
His Nas Conculing the Nobility of France, Ele et (ſayth 
bleſie, La Now. )tres vallenreuſe & courtoi/e; On a Eſtat en [a 
Chreſtien1c, ou elle ſou en ſt grand nombre; 1liey arc x» 
CceCiug valorousand couuncous; andrhetc is no State 
w Chrittendome, where they arc info preatnumber, 
It hath bene argued beture 1nthisRelation, that there 
beatlcaſi tiky thouland,able robeare Armes 2 but that 


is 
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is thought with the moſt. Honſicur du Fay thitkes DuFay, 
them about thirtie thouſand; in which number, yee 
muſt conclude all degrees of Gentlemen, from the 
higheſt ro the loweſt that beare Armes : tor fo the 
French call their N#b/gfe, whereas we inEngland make 
two diſtin ordersof the Nobilitic and Gentry (as they 
call it) Nobles ſunt, fi modo longam anne umn (exutm nume- Conft,Neag 
rare poſſans, quaſeudum onuſq; muUNievs 4dnexum. in ſus 
familsa reſearrit ;, T hote are Noble, which canproue a 
long tract of time, whereina Fee and Knights ſervice 
thereto belonging, hath recicded in their family, And 
another V\ riter fayth, 1» Galta Nobrles aſtimantur ex 
genert & vita milnert: In France wen are elteemed no» 
ble, by blood, and protcſhon of Ames, 
__ And{vure, itibere be difference in Nobilitie,as there 
muſt needes bee, becaule the cauſes bee Ciflerent; tor 
ſome are ennobled by their vatour ard Martiall know. 
ledge, and others by their C fhces and pruderceinthe 
manage of matters ot Eſtate; 1 ice 16 reaſon,but that 
thele laſt ſhould be Lolden the morenoble Nobilitie, if 
I may (0 (ay: _— givir gtke tuſt placerothem that 
arc of Noblc houſes by Race, 
For ot all theſe three lornts.the French writers ſpeake, 
when they lay : ly « dfference des Nobles; 1, Leswmspar 4m 
race, ? , Les auires par annoblifiement: et deux ſortes d' anno- fend. 
bliſſement © les vns (ont annobirs par lettres dewment worefies 
en la Cour de Pariement , les autres par ie moyen aes offices 
dont ils [omt powrnews . There is a difterence of Ne bUles? 
Thefirſt, by Race ; The tecond, by ennoblinge and of 
Ennobling there are twoſorts; One,by P.tent ducly 
prooued inthe Courtof Parliament : The othcr, by 
mcanes of Otticest@ which they are aduanced. 
'S 
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And howſocuer T «rquet hereof inferreth, thu itis 4 
vertu que fait la Noble/7e,car il y a denobles vidans, ot de vi. 
lains nobles : Vertae which makes Novilitic, for, there 
are nable Pcaſants,and peaſantly Nobles. Yet ſure tis, 
thatthe degeaerating of one from the vertue of his An- 
celtors, cannotpreiudicethe Nobilitie, nor eclips the 
glory of his ſucceeder, who, as Hiſtories ſhew, many 
times excell all the former of their houſe, 

Thehigheſt degree of honour in France,is the Pairrie, 
in whichorder haue beence, ſometimes 7. ſometimes 

11,ncuer aboue ſeucnteene, and moſt cammonly 12, 
Whereupan they are called the Twelve Peeres of France, 
Theſe haue the precedence beforealthereſt of the No-+ 
bilitic,and of theſe, they of the Bloud , although they 
were lateſt called into the Pairrie. Of theſe Peeres,there 
be fixe of the Clergy:1. Archbithop & Duke of Khemes, 
2, Biſhop and Duke of Lan. 3. Biſhop and Duke 
of Lanrres 4g, Bilhopand Comte of Beawuars. 5.Biſhop 
and Comte of Noyon. 6, Bilhop and Comte of Chaa- 
loni, 

Oftemporall, 1. Duke of Bargandie. 2, Duke of 
Normendie.;. Duke of Guyenne. 4. Comte of T holouſe, 
5s. Comte of Champagne. 6+. Comte of Flanders, Since 
theſe were hiſt inſtiruted,many other houſes haue beene 
admitted into the Pairyie, by the Kings of France, and 
the olde worne out: As tothem of Bargandee and Flan- 
ders,were added the Dukes of Bretagne, Bur bon, Aniow, 
Berry, Orleans, the Comtes of Arthois, Eurcux, Alen- 
= » Eſlampes , all of the Blond in Charles the fittes 

ime, 

Since alſo,inthetimes of Charlesthe ninth, and Hew" 

7) the third, haue new Paiyries beene erected, as Newers, 
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Fandeſme,Guiſe, A onpenſier, Becumont, dlbres, Aurral, 
Memorency,V Jes, Pembear, Mercoenr, loieuſe, Eſpernens 
Rets Monoaſon,Yantadowre, and others, 
Yee muſt obſerue, that the fiue ancienteſt Pairries of 
the temporaltie, arc returned tothe Crowne, the ixt 
which is of Flanders, doth recognize itno longer, as 
now being Spaniſh, 
Some lay,theſe Paires (quaſi pares inter ſe)as much as 71lles, 
equal among thEſelues,were hiſt ereted by Charlemag» 
ne; others, by Hugh Caper, & others(which is holden for 
the trueſt by Lewes le ievne, | 17g. toayd and aſſiſt the K. 
in his Council(faith Bedrs,) And therefore this Seſſion Boda 4, 3+ 
ot the King with his Paires,was called Le Parlement ſans 
\queee: The Parliament with addition: as the Kings bro- 
thers and fiſters arecalled Lonſiewr, and Madame ſans 
grewe: Whereas all other ſoucraigne Courts arenamed 
with an addition, as Le Perlement de Paris:le Parl, de Ro« 
nen,c7e. 
Yee may alſo obſerue, that they of the Laity 
have the right hand of the King, and the Clergiethe 
lee, in all aflemblies or ſolemne Sefſions whartloe- 
uer, 
I thinke,this diviſion of the Pairrie,into theſe 2.ſorts, 
was deriued from that ancient order of the Gautes, of 
whome Czxſar (peaketh, Galloram Nobilium genera duo, Caſey, 
Draides,Equites : Of the Nobilitic of Gaia ,- are two ( wment, 
forts,the Druides,and Gentlemen : W here he likewiſe /6. 
diſcourleth ot their diuers Offices. 
This hcnour of Pare of France, was at firſt giuen 
for life only,afterwards for them and their heires males, 


and laſtly, ro the women allo, for default of Malcs: Gd 


S 2 who 


The view of France. 


Bern,trow. Who likewiſeare called to fit in Councils and aſſemblies 
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ged. 
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(asare the Queenes of France) as at the Aſſembly at 
Blois, and at the Arrcſt of Cownte de Clermont, in the time 
of 8. Lewes , where the Counteſſe of Flanders is named 
preſentamong the other Peeres. 

Yee muſt note,that Peeres and Princes of the blood, 
Ont priailege den e/tre print ſwhiedts 4 lacire verte, i nonau 
cas du premier chef de leze Maieſte : They be priuiledged 
from being (ubic& co any Writ, or Proceſle, bur in cafe 
ofhigh Treaſon: and then alſo no Proceſle can be com- 
mencedagainſt them, before any other [udges whatſoc- 
ur, queper le Roy ſeant en ſa Court de Parlement [uffi/ans- 
ment garnie des Paires de France : Bat bythe King fitting 
in his Coure of Parliament, (affictently aſh ted by the 
Pceres of France. All other ludges are incompetent. 

But to leaue the diſcourſe of this higheſt honour in 
France, an1to ſpeake of the Nobleſſe in generall, ye (hall 
reade in Hiſtorie, that at the end of the (ccond Race 
of Kings,they b:ganto take their ſurnames ofthcir prin- 
cipall Feift: Since when, of later yeeres , ſome haue 
contratily pur their ſurnames ypontheir Feifs , which 
hath ſv conto:1nJed the Nobleſſe (faith Hulasn) as it is 
now hard to inde out the ancient and true Nobilitie, 


Vuletred Theſe are they, am ng whone the prouerbe is (till 


£4 Nowuc. 


P/ntarch, 


currant, Yn homme de guerre nt deagit (5 aucir, fi now eſcrire 

fon nom: A manof War ſhould haueno more leaning, 
butto bee able to write hisowne names And therefore 

their profeſſion is only Armes & good horſemanſhip, 

whereinifthey ha1carrained any perfeRion, they !i:tle 

eſtzeme other yerrues, not caring what the Philoſopher 
laich, Fae ſeule anchre »' eft par (uffiſente pour tenir (erme 

vne grand navire; One onely Anchor is not ſufticicar to 

hold 
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hold a great Ship» Nor conſidering that the olde Gal- 
lants of the world were wont to ioyne the one with the 
oth-r; andancient Painters were accuſtomed to paint 
the Muſes altogether in a croup,to ſignify,thatina No» 
blemanthey ſhould not beparted. 
r- Bodinſayth, it is reported of Cato Cenſorius, that hee Foain, 
was a valiant Captayne , a ſage Senator, an vprighe 
ludze,anda great Schuller, The world reputes Ce/e 
to haue beene a Politician, an Hiſtorian, an Orator, a 
Warior, excellentin all. The Poct of Greece fayth, Yewer, 
that CAgawemnen was A mphontros baſileus to agazhs, 
Cratotrost0 aichmetes: that is, a g20d Governor, and a 
tall Soldier, And the lcalian Poet layth of his great 24%. 
Captayne, Non ſo ſe miglior Duca 8 Canalliers; 

Reſolue I cannot whether he, 

A better Chicle,or Soldier be, 

Iuſt the fame with that other verſ* of Homer, And. 
our moſt worthy Engliſh,not Poet(thougi he well de- *” **/t 
ſeru>theticls)burt Caprayne and Schollers bot!1 excel» 79 
leqr, and titles which vetter become the nobleneſle of 
his heart aad houſe, of whome the world hath the 
go2d name, and all Soldiers the laile : he, [ fay, when 
hee wonld commend his Arcadian Gallant tothefull, 
and yer in few words, ſayth,that be darſt and knew;which 
well ſymvolizeth wichthole former commendations 
of others, and comprileth all requitit vertnes 19 a Gen» 
tleman : for it he hane not valour todare, and wiſdome 
toknow how and when, he wanteth one of the priact- 
pall ſupporters of his hoaour, 

The former of thelc, is,as it were, hereditary ro ma- 
ny Noble houſes, & continuer}; therein many deſcents; 


but the orher isnot naturall; it is gotten by ſtudic and FY 
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exerciſe, by reading bookes, ahd ſeeing of Countries, 
and thercin curiouſly obſcruing whatyce ſee, So then, 
if by this your trauell, you adde k dec and vndere 
ſtanding to that other vertue, which is hereditary tg 
your houle , you (hall reſemble thoſe your Ance+ 
ſtors, by whome it hath beene raiſed tothis greatneſle, 
and be moſt vnlike this French Nobilitie(that this may 
not ſeeme a digreflion)of whome,for the moſt part, we 

Plat ,7 he- way ſay,as Hato laid of Clophentus, 1efteit biew boy hom+ 

wil, med armes mais au demeny ant il y' anoit rien de bon ; Hee 
was a very tall manataxmes, but he had no good quality 
befides, 

And ſure,it isa lamentable caſe,orat leaſt, mitbeſce, 
ming,in a goodly Countrey,and full of Nobilitie, that 
the State ſhould be gouerned,and all matters managed 
by them ot the robba nga, Aduocatcs and Procureurs, 
and Penne & Inkehorne Gentlemen, and the Noblceſle 
themſclues for want otlearning , notto have imploy- 
ment, Icount him thereforea very lame Gentleman, 


that cannot goto{crue his Countrey bothin peace and 
waire, 


Ls Now, Saith Le Now©to a Gallant in Court , that was cucr 


ealking of watres, and making Hidaigerlike Rhodomon- 
tades,as being vnlit toralke ot any matter of lcarning,or 
vndertake any Office of gouernment: Si (ſaith bce) 
whes the time of warreiscome,it islike ye ſhall be tmpleyed, 
mee while, having no qualitte fu for this time of peace, you 
ſhall dee well, to locke your ſelfe op tillthe warres, that yee bee 
pot raſly when you ſhoald be vſed. 

The occaſion of this French humour, ſomuch ts 
eſtccme Armes, and nothing atalltoregardleaming, 
or it may be oftentimes to contemneboth, isimputed 

co 
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to the careleſſe indulgence of Parents, by Commines, ommines. 
Ils m—_— lears enfants ſeulenent 4 faire les ſots,en babil- 


lement: oy en parolles: de mule letire il: n'ont cognoiſſance : 
They bring vp their children onely to play the fond- 


lings both in apparell and words, but of learningth 
hauc no knowledge at all, =_y 


And therefore they cannot communicate with >. 


Aemiliae, in the commendation which Plutarch gives 7% A*- 


him, 11 we tenoit ſeulemwent de picquenrs & domptewrs des ts 
cheatux, mais anſſi des Maiſtres de Grammaire, de Rheto- 
rique, Dialetfique,,c, He kept notonely Riders and 
Horſe-breakers, butalſo Teachers of Grammer, Rhe- 
toricke and Logicke, &c, And whereas the firſt in- 
ſtruion of the Nobility,ſhould be,as one fayth, Za Re- Tweet, 
hizion, la vertulet lertres, les Ars, Religion, Vertue, lear- 
ning,and the Artes: And then, UVE/cayrie, *Eſcrime,la 
venerie,la Fauconerie: Horfemanſhip, Fencing, Huntin 
Hawking : they {kip the hrſt forme, and ſpendalltheir 
time in the practiſe of thelaſt $ they prizeata highrate 
the |cſler,& let paſſe the more worthy. Much like thoſe 
Strangers in Rome , that carried young Vhelps and 
Monkeys in their armes to play withall: What,faith Ce- 
ſar, doe theſe mens wiucs beare them no children ? 
wilcly taxing the folly of thoſe,rhat leaue the bertcr for 
the worſe, 
Hereof it commeth,that the French Noblefle glory- 

ing in their Armes,call therſclues, Le bras de la pairie Hes 

ardiens des armes, or la terreur des enmenryr: mats jamais ne 

appellent les profeſſevys de vert, ſaith ls Nove!, T he Arme 
of their countrey, the Gardiansof Armes, and terror of 


thcir eaemies; but they never ſtile themſelues the Pro- 
feſlors of vertue, 
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This Eſtate of the Nobility, ſaythone, is Le moindre 
en nombre des homes, ie moins riche de tons les trois Eſtats | 
of all thethree Eſtates, the (malleft in namber ot men, 
and pooreſtin living. Which no queſtion muſt needs 
be truc,after ſo long a ciuill Warre: and hcerewith ace 
cordeth he that wrote the late troubles : fayth hee, Ls 
Nobleſſe Frangoiſe eſt dechene de ſes ancrenmes riche([es, dont 
leurs maſons eſioyers ornees ſous les regus du Lon 12, & 


| Francois 1, The French Noblefle is fallen trom their 


ancient wealth, wherewith they were adorncd in the 
numesot Lewes 12. and Fraficis the firſt. To this pur- 
pole layth La Nouc, le oſer#s: affermer que fi tow: crux 'on 
portent ce taive efloyent en dix parts on trouner ot que les bu- 
i ſont incommodes. par alienation: de leurs bicws, engage= 
ments, ou autres debs: | durit affirme, that if all they that 
beare this Title, were devided intoten partes, cy git 
= areimpayred by Sales, Morgages , or othcr 
cbts, 

The ſame Aurtour yeeldeth fiue reaſons of the po- 
ueity of the Nobleſſe of France. 1, Le! guerre: c1miles, 2, 
depenſes ſmperfiues en babits, 3. depenſer em menbler, 4. de- 
penſes in baſl1ments, 5, depenſe: de bouche & gro(je traine ; 
Firſt, the civill warres, Secondly, ſuperfluous cxpen- 
ces inaparrel, Thirdly, houſhold tufte. Fourthly,buil- 
ding. Fittly, Diet and Followers. And in anothcr 
place, taxingthe extreme prodigality, and ſupcrfluity 
ot the French in their aparrell, building, anddiet, hee 
layth, Sr ler guerre: now ont e 4» Once! de paunreic, 
»05 foliie: now ew ont arquis downe: If the Warres hauc 
brought vs toure ounces ot pouerty, our owne follics 
hauc yotten vs twelue. I willnot herein be mine owne 
ludge(layth he) butler vs doc as players t Tenniſc, be 
iudged 
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iudged by all the lookers on,and they will confeſſe,that 
by theſe cxceſſive expences , bon nombre de la Nobleſſe 
vant au pas Hes autres au trot,et pluſieurs en poſie, droitt aux 
precipices de pawurete;, A great number ot the Nobleſlego 
afoot-pace, others trot, and many runne poſte tothe 
downetals of pouertie. | 

You had an example hereot in this yourlate voyage 
downe the Riuer of Lore, at the Caſtle of Bury, a very 
gocely houſe,asany ye haue yetſcenein France,where 
ye heard it credibly reported, that Monſieur D'alluye,the 
owner of that place,had conſumed abouerwentic thou- 
ſand Crownes Reucenucthe yeere , onely in dyctand 
apparrcll, who now is forced to make his owne houſe 
his priſon,and ſtand watchtully vpon his gard, for feare 
of Sergeants, as we well percejued by his 1clouzy of vs, 
when we came to ſec his houſe, vntil he was aſſured that 
we were {irangers,and came for no fuch purpoſe, 

Theſe threeat this preſent, are reputed the richeſtin 
all France,the D, Monpenſier in lands, the D, @ Eſpernen 
in Offices,and the Chancellor in money, 

I ſhould in this relation of the French Nobilitic, doe 
them great wrong,to bclecue and report for truth, what 


the Cabinet du Rey, one of their owne Countrey,laith of Cab,aurey 


them,w ho according to the ſeucrall Provinces, giueth 
them (cuerall Epithites, 

The Nobleſle of Berry(fauh be)are Paillards leachers: 
they of Towrraine,arc volewrs, theeues: they ot Guyerne, 
Coyners: they of Tholouſe, Traytors: they of Narbonne, 
couctous : they of Pronence, Atheiſts 4 they of 1ionnors, 
treacherous : they of Khezmes, ſuperliiticus : they of 
Normanay,inlolcnt: they of Picaraze, proud:ardiotorth 
of the reſt, 
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I will do them more right,andconclude of them, that 
for priuiledge, and nobleneſſe of Race, they miy com. 
pare with any Nobilitie of Chriſtendome. For proote 
of the firſt , Le Prince ne pren4riew ſar luy, que le eruice de 
eſpe. The King hath nothing of his Nobleſſe, bur 
S vord-ſeruice, And for the ſecond, faith another Aus 
thour: L4 Nobleſſe Frangoiſe el compoſee de ſi illaſtres mai« 
ſons, qu il "en troune , vne d1uzaine qut viennent de aroild 
lizne de Roys, qui ont po e de paiſiblement rojawnes : The 
Freach Nobleſſe is compoled of fo famous houſes, that 
there are a douzin of them deſcended by right ſine trom 
Kings, that hauc peaceably poſſeſſed Kingdomes, 

” Hauing bricfely ſpoke of rhe two firſt Eſtates of 
France, the Clergie and Nobilaties It laſtly remaineth { 
ſpeake of the People in general,and namely,of their tree» 
neſſe ofſpeech, maner of dicr, kiades of building, tortes 
ol exerciſe, faſhion of apparell , diuerlitie of language, 
ſuddainnefle of apprehending , raſhneſle in executing, 
impatience in deliberation, and diyers other natures 
and humours proper to the Frenchmen ,; whercin yee 
ſhall not looke for a mcthodicall and large diſcow ſe, 
but a briefe and compendious remembrance of (ſuch 
things, as I haueread and obſerued in this Nation, 

Ir is incredible to belecue , and odious to heare, 
how the Frenchman will talke, and impudently vtter 
what hee fooliſhly conceiuerh, not onely of all for- 
raine Statesand Princes of the world, bur cuen of their 
owne State and King himſelfe z of whome hee will not 
ſpare to ſpeake whatſocuer hee hearcth, and ſometimes 
alſo more thea the tructh ; whichinſufferable vice of 
theirs, I heere pur inthe firſt place, becaulc 1 holde 
it of all others the moſt diſloyall and ynlawtull  Here- 
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of the wiſeſt ſort of them much complaine,& wiſhre- 
formation: but itis a thing ſofamiliar and naturall with 
them, as —— Expellas ſurca licet vſq; recurres, Hora, 
Le Das. Eſperni({aith one Author)ſe plargnoit de debor. ©": 
demens dece ſiecleet del infame licence des Francois 4 detrac- trouble 
ter de leur prince « Dake & Eſpernon complained of the 
diſorders of the time, and of the infamous libertic of 

the French,in detrating from their Prince. 

T his infamous and diflolure libertic of theirs, deſcr. 
ueth to bee cenſured and chaſtiſedby ſome ſeuere Cats, 
or to be puniſhed as thoſe inſolenr _ vuldiers of Heme Zlut, Arn 
bus, of whome Fatarch maketh mention. waltas, 

Boccace in his deſcription of Frier Onion his man,rec- 
koneth vp nine of his principall qualuics , whereotthe 
firſt is duc to the Frenchman, as appearcth by this 
Which hath already beene ſaid , Maldicente, diſabedi- 
ente, negligente, traſeurato, (memorats, ſcoſtumato : ſogltar- 
do, buziardogards; Firſt, rayling: ſecondly, cilobedient? 
thirdly, negligent: fourthly,rechleſlc; fitely,forgeriul? 
fixtly, vntmanerly : ſeuenthly, flouenly: eightly, lying? 
and ninthly, ſlow : And [ belceue, by that time ye haue 
read this whole diſcourſe, yec will bate him but the laſt 
Ace of them all, For,that propenic of ſlowneſſe,[l muſt 
needes confeſle,no way is duc to the French, 

He hath beſides this libertie of ſpeaking, a propertie Thejy 
incident to ſuch like natures : namely, an inquiſitiue hearke- 
lining and hearkning after newes, which is an olde fa- ning after 
ſhion of theirs,& hath continued with them many hun- ewes. 
dred yeres, Eft aut# hoc Gallice conſuetadinis ut & VIIOTES C oſar, 
e114m inuitos conſiflere cogant,c qued quiſq, corum de quaq; Comment, 
re audierit aut cognouer quaras: Mcurcatores in opidns l. 4 
vnlgw cireumſiſtas, quibus ex regienibm venias quaſg res ibi 
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co7mmerint pronunciare cogant : ethis rum oribut atque audi. 

1d.h7. tionibus perm1ti, de ſum wir (eye rebus conſilia ineunt : qua- 
rum e05 « veſtigio panitere eſt m:ceſſe:[t is vſuall with all the 
Gas(er,both to conltraine trauzllers(chough vawilling) 
t9 ſtay, anJtoenquire of cachofthem , what hee hath 
heard or vaderſt991ofeucry matter : and with the po- 
pul1e in Townes, to flocke abaut Marchants, and com- 
pell chem totel! from what parts they come, and what 
newes they heard there: and led by theſe rumours and 
heare-fayes , they derermine many times of moſt 
weighty aFaircs, of which determinations they muſt 
necdesefcloones repent them. 

This vice of his,Ceſar tax2th in anather place, where 
he ſaith, Temeritas, que maxime ils hominum 2eners cons 
wenit ut lewem anlitionem habeant prove comperts : It 154 
raſhneſle familiar with that ſortof people, to take a lighr 
heare-ſay,for an aſſured truth, 

Conceraing the Freach diet, it is, to keepe no diet! 
— for they coca alltimes, there being among them ve- 
Dies, Ty tew,whichbclides their ordinary of dinnerand ſup: 

"_ p2,donorgeufer, asthey call it, and make collations, 

three or foure times the day, a thingas vſuall with the 

women as men, whome ye ſhall ſee1n open ſtreetes be- 

foretheir dores,cate and drinke together, No aaruell 
therctore,thoughthe /talian cals them che onely gour- 

mands : Andnolefſe reaſon hauewetonote their diſor- 

Commines dinate feeding, then Commines had to taxe our natian of 
drinking,who ſaith of vs, that heentred into a Tauerne 
in Awens,to oblerue the Engliſh mans faſhion, o j4 <- 
wotent eſt: failtes cent et une eſcots et n' eftoit pas encore neuf 
beures du matin: Where had beene already made C Xl, 
ſcuerall ſhots, and yet it was notthen 9, aclocke.in the 
morrung! 
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morning : Forit was no great wonder to haue ſo ma- 
ny ſhots(as we cal! them) orreckonings ina morning, 
wherethere were hue thouſand Engliſh Soldiers in the 
towne,who were newly comefrom the Campe,where 
they endured much want, and entertayned with all 
kindneſle into the rowne, vpon a finall peace made be. 
tweene our King Edwardthe fourth ,and theirs, Lewes 
the eleventh, 

Bur wee may pay Commines with his owne coyne, 
and reply, that a Frenchman ot all other (except the 
Dutch) hath leaft cauſe to raxe vs of drinking ; torwe 
may (ce by many of their noſes, what pottage they loue; 
and they haue among them,a Prouerbe of their Prieſts 
(whom it worſe beſeemeth then a Solier) when they 
will note a matter of ditficulty, 11 y aplus de difficulte, 
qu' a tirer un Preſtre de village de la Tanerme;, Tis a hat» 
der matter, then to draw a Countrey Pricſt from the 
Tauerne, 

A Frenchman therefore of all others, hath leaſt rea- 
ſon to finde fault with drinkers, 

2Quis twlerit Grauhss de ſeditione querentes ? 
O whocan keepe his patience, when 
Poore Herringman (cornes Fiſhermen? 

The French faſhion(as you ſee dayly) is to larde all 
meats, whoſe proviſion ordinary isnot fo plegtitull as 
ours, nor histable ſo well turniſhed : howbeir, in ban- 
quers they farre exceed vs; for he is as friand(licouriſh) 
as the Trencher-men of Media, or Acſope the Traged!- 
an, who ſpent ffreenerthouſand Crownes at one tealt, 
in the roungs of Birds onely. He liveth nor like the Ita- 
lian, with roots chiefly and herbes? norlike the Lace- 
demonian, qui porte te poit raſe, iuſques au euir, ſe baigne en 
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eau ſroid, mange dupain bis, hume du broutt noir: That 
weares his hairc ſhauen cloſero his skin, bathes bimſclfe 
in cold water, eats browne bread, and ſuppes blacke 
broth, Norlikethe Scythian, who fayth, Mb: prlpa. 
mentum fames,eubile olum ,veſtis { 74/um cats: Hunger is 
my beſt cheere; the ground, my bed; beaſts skinnes,my 

Plat, Al- clothing. But rather of Alcbiades, of whome Pluto 

ch, reporteth, Eſfoit trop delicat en ſon vinre, diſſolu en amoury 
de foiles fernmesdeſordone en banquets, trop ſuperflu & effe- 
minc enhabits : He was out in bis diet, diſſolute 
in loue of wanton women, exccſſiue in banquets, and 
oucr-ſuperfluous and effeminate in apparell, 

Asfor the poote Pai/ant, he fareth very hardly, and 
feedeth moſt vpon bread and fruits, butyer hee may 
comfort himſclte with this, that though his fare be no- 
thing ſo good, as the ploughmans,and poore Artificcrs 
in England, yet is it much better then that of the v1//ave 
in lraly, 

Their Of the French building, I haue ſpoken before in 

Building. the Relation of Paris, both that it is latcly growne 
to bee more magnificent, then it was in former times, 
= that many thereby haue much weakened their c- 

te, 

You may therefore obſerue, that as I there ſayd, the 
City of Paris was better buile thenthat of Londen : {0 
are in generall, all the Cities and villages in France, fai- 
rer then ours in England, comparing the one witch the 
other; whichthe fairer they were, the more miſcrable 


{peacle doethey yeeld tovs now,to ſeethem in many 
places defaced andruined, 


As forthe maner of building heere, how beautiſull 
ſocuer it beeto theeye, the Offices and roomes, mee 
thinks, 
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thinks, are not ſo well contriuced as ours, tothevic. One 
ching there is , by which they are much beautihed, 
namely, the blewiſh kinde of Tyle,, which heere they 
haue in great quantity, the which is very hard, and 
therefore durable;and very thinae and light,andthere- 
fore not ſo burthenſome to a houſe, as is our ['ylec in 
England, 

Concerning the Frenchmans Apparell, if ye wel ob» Their 
ſeruethat of the Citizen, both menand women, it is Appared, 
very feemly and decent: thatof the Paiſant,very poore, 
all whoſe apparellforthe moſt partis of lynnen: Astor 
that of the Nobleſſe, ye ſhall hzare what £4 Now ſaith, Zs Now, 
Le; deſpenſes 44 la Nobleſſe en leurs habits ſont exceſſiue', & 
fort riches : The Novbleſle ia their expence in apparell, 
areexceſhue and very rich, And yet, mce thinks, no- 
thing ſo rich and colily as ours; the only exceflewhere- 
of, is the greateſt preiudice and hindrance to the 
Common wealth, and publike beactite of our coun- 
rey, 

This Authourreprooucth two things inthe French 
apparrell. Firſt, that euery Gallant forſooth, muſt haue 
many ſuits atonce,andcha!ge ofteninthe yeere ? and 
therefore (ſayth hee) if inthe Court they (pie one1n a 
lute of the laſt yeres making, they (coffingly lay, Nows /e 1d, 
co2noiſſons bien,g | ne nous mordra pas Ceſt un fruit [uranne; 
Weknow him well enough, he wil not hurt vs, hee's an 
Apple of the laſt yeere, 

Theſecond thing he diſlikes,is this,that De deux am 
en deux ans les fagons changent: Every two yerethe falhi- 
on changeth, And heereof it commeth,thatwhen ye 
lee all other Nations paynted in the proper habirof 


their Countrey, the French man is alwayes pictured 
y 4 WI 
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with a paire of ſheeres in his hand, toſignify, that hee 
hath no peculiar habit of his own,nor contenteth k.im- 
elfe long withthe habit ofany other, bur according to 
\ his cappriccious humour,deuiſerh daily new faſhions, 
' Thus variety of taſhions a man may well note inthe 
LaNew, Fripperics of Par, whereot layth & Nove,it one would 
make a purtrei&t in a table, riew ne ſe powrrit vorr plu: plai- 
ſamt: 1t would bee the moſt ſporttull thing that may 
bce. 
Their ex. Jam now by order to ſpeake of his Exerciſes, where- 
erciſes, in,methinks,the Frenchman is very immoderate,c/pe- 
| cially inthoſe which are fomewhat violent; for ye may 
remember, ye haue icene them play Sets at Tennilc in 
the heat of Summer,& height of theday, when others 
wetc {carce able to ſtirre out of dores, T his iinmode- 
rate play in this vnſcatonable time, together with their 
intemperate drinking and fceding, is the onely cauſe, 
that hecre ye ſee them) generally itchy & ſcabbed, ſome 
ot them in to foulea fortzas theyare vnfit for any honeſt 
table, 
Among all the exerciſes of France, I prefcrre none 
Palle= before the Palle.maille, both becauſe itis a Gentleman» 
maille, like ſport, not violent, and yeelds good occaton and 
opportunity of diſcourſe, as they walke from the one 
marketo the other, I maruell, among many more A- 
pith and fookſh toyes, which wee haue brought out of 
—ar = wee haue not broughtthis ſport allo into 
| England. 
S _— Concerning their ſhooting with the Croſſebowe, it 
7 vied,but not very commonly. Onceina yere, there 
- Ismeachcityaſhooting withthe Peeceata Popingay 
of wood, fetypon ſome high ſteeple (asalſo they doe 
LE, in 
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in many places of Germany. ) He ihat hitreth itdowne; 
called the King tor that yere, and isfree from all taxe; 
beſides, he 18 allowed rwenty crownes towards the ir a- 
king of a Collation forthe reſt ofthe ſhoorers, And if it 

per, thatthree yerestogerher he carryuhe Prize, he 
free from all raxeand iwpolition wha » ll hie 
lite after, il LLC BY) 

This cuſtome, noqueſtion, is very laudable , whoſe 
end rendeth much ro#publike benefit: for by this prac- 
tileandemulation,, he groweth more ready and -perfit 
inthe vic ot his Peece, and fo more able and fit to do his 
Countrey ſeruice. - And I-ſuppolc,if in times paſt wee 
had had like Prizes for the long Bow(the ancient glory 
of our Engliſh ſcruice)we had notſo ſoone quitthe ex» 
erciſethereof,nor degenerate ſo farrefrom ancient cu« 
ftome, Sodoel thinke, thatin theſe dayes, wherein the 
Peece is onely prized, if wee had this fathion of France 
and Germany in England;to reward him in cuery place 
that ſhould beſt deferue therein , that our Countrey- 
man would grow more perfit & expert in the viethere. 
of,at whoſe vnaptneſſe and aukwardnefle in their firſt 
tayning, before they. cometohauc-ſerned ſometime, I 
haue otten maruayled. 

He hath alſo his fports of bowling, carding, dicing, 
and cther vnlawful, and vnvieful games,whereot 1 will 
a toſpeake, being too common both with them 
aa vs, 


As forthe exerciſe of Tennis play, which [aboue 1& 7exms 
in 


membred,it is more here vied,t 

beſides; whereof may witneſle the infinite number of 

Tennis Courts chroughontthe land, infomuchas yee 

cannot kde that little Bargade, or towne —— 
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hathnotoneor moe ofthem. Hereare,as you ſce,three. 
ſcore in Orleans, and [know not how many huadced 
there bein Paris:but of this Lam lure, thatit tierewere 
i1 other places the like propartion, yeſh3uld 124c to 
Tennis Courts,for euery one Church through France, 
Methinks itis alſo ftrange, how aptthey be here to play 
well,thir ye woul4 thinke they were borne with Rac- 
kets in their hands, cacnthechildrenthemſclues me 
nage them (o well,and ſome of their women allo,as we 
obſcrued art Blois, 

There is this one greatabuſc in this exerciſc,that the 
' Magiſtrates do ſuffer cuery poore Citizen, and Arcifi- 
cer to play thereat, who (pendethhat on the Holyday, 
at Tennis, which hee got the whole weeks, for the kee» 
ping of his poore family, A thing more hurtful then 
our Alc-hauſcs in England, thoughthe one and the 0- 
Ther be bad ynough. And of this I dare afſurc you, that 
of this ſort of pore people, there be more Tennis Play» 
ers in France, then Ale-drinkers, or Malt-wormcs (as 
they call them)with vs, 

Youobſeruc here, that their Balles are of cloth, which 
taſhionthey hauc held this ſeuen yeeres ; before which 
timethey were of lether,like ours. Much more might 
be ſaid of this exerciſe, butI will notreade you a Lec- 
ture inthe Schoole of Tennis, whom I confelle the bet- 
ter Scholler, / 


Dancing. Neither ſhouldI ſpeake of Dancing (for my dancing 


dayesare done) to youthat are a Maſter in the Arte? 
(like Phormiothe Rhetoritian,to Hannibal, of the warres) 
laue onely,that I preſume, yee will give mee leaue, tor 
merhodes fake, having vadenaken to ſpeake of the 
Frenchexerciles, not co 0mUu that of Dauncing,where- 

in 
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in they moſtdebghr,andis moſt perierallywvied of allo: 
therss AndIam perſwaded, wereit nctfortHis, that 
they of the Reformed Religion,may not Dance; being 
an cxercile againft which their ſtrait-laced *Miniſters 
much :1nuexgh, char r:exe hadiong fnrite many of the 
Cathohkes turned totheir fide; fo much arethey all in 
genera)l adcicted hereunto. For yee ſhall not onely 
ice the Damoiſelies (Gentlewomen) and them of the bet+ 
ter ſort, but cuery poore Chapperonnieze(draggletayle)er 
uen to the Coblers daughter, that can Dance with good 
mca(ure,& Arte,all your 284arantes, Lewalties, Branſler,% 
other Dances whatloeucr: notſomuch but the Chambri- 
ere(Chamber-maid)and poore Citizens wife, Dance v» 
lually in the Cine ſtreets, in a round, like our countrey 
laſles on their towne greene; about the May-pole, mas 
king muſick of their own voices, without any inſttumer, 
And rather then faile,the 01d women themielues, both 
Gentle & baſe,who haue moe toes then teeth,and theſe 
that areleft,leaping in their heads , like Iacks in Virgt» 
nals,will beare theu pan. T hisarguerh (1 willnot fay 
a lightnes & immodeſty in behaviour)buta ſtirring ſpi» 
rit,& linelyneſle inthe French nature : whereofalſo the 
Mukcke and ſongs they haue,is no ſmall argument:For Huſicke 
there isnotalmolt atune inall France, which is not 0+ 
wicke,or Lydian, of fiue or ſeuen tunes * a note forbid- 
den youth by Plato, and CAriſiotle, becauſe, fayth 5o- pod,h,4. 
din , it hath Grande force et puiſſance d' amoliiy et laſcher les rep, 
Ears des hommes 3 Greatforce and power toſoſten and 
effeminate mens minds, The tne Doricke, which 
is more graue muſicke', and was commaunded 
for the ſinging of Pſalmes in the Primitiue Church, 
V2 heir 


- 
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their inconftantand ſtirriag humor cannot brooke by 
any meanes. 

Their [tremaineth, I ſpeake oftheir Zengwecge, of whome 

Language the 7td5as hath aproucrbe; 1 Fraxce(s new parlaue, ceme 
{crinene,nen cant ane come netane, newpenſane, cre dicene: 
Thc French neithes pronounce as they write, nor (ing 
as they pricke,northinke as they [ In which firſt 

int,they differ from the Latine,[talian,Spaniſh,Greeke, 
po 
whofully pronounce euery letter in the word : where- 
asthe French,to make his ſpeech moreſmooth,and cex- 
lante(as hee termes it) leaues out very many of his con» 
ſonants, whereby it now is grownealmoſt as ſweete a 
tongueto the carc,as the /#ahean or Greeke 2 which two, 
by reaſon ofthe many vowels , are queſtioaleſle the 
moſt delicate languages of theworld, 

* #ronjn1, It is written of CHaguſiur the Emperour, that he ob- 
ſcruedno Orthograpby, but wrote alwayes as he ſpake, 
which faſhion begins now to be vſed by late writers: 
as ye may ob(cruein many of their late impreſſions: a 

k thing viterly condemned by them of beſt judgement : 

_ '” forlaith one,Mbile they bind the caſio of writing from 
the natureofthe word ils owt toutrenuerſet { eſcriptare: They 
have vtrerly ouerthrowne their Orthography, 

Kb. Steph Tharwhich Scalger,by the report of Stephanes, (aith 
ofthe Greeke tongue, thatit is, redundans , redundant; 

the ſame may wee lay of the French, that it is 64651ar4, 

full oftitrle tartle,no:hing ſo graue or ponderous, as 

the Speniſh,nor ſoſtuely as the [taliev, And hereof l 

thinkeitcommeth,thatthey ſay commonly,the French 

is 3 tongue 4 ameur, Amourous:the Spanith, de ls gacy- 

re,Varlike: andthe Italian dela Cowr,Courtly. 
Much agreeing wichthis, is that of Haillan , where 

(pcaking 
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ſpeaking of the battell of Azincourt, he ſaith, Les Angles 
$945 0111 [ounent vanes? en batauller mais nous les uns Vain» 
687 ex 80s 17 457te7 de paix © tant belles et ſubiiles ſont mas pa» 
roles, et pleines de mignardiſes; The Engliſh hauc often 0- 
uercome v5 in battels, but wee hauc oucrcomethem in 
our Treatics of peace , ſo faire and ſubtilare our words, 
and fo full of entiſing delicacy , Whereby ir ſhould 
ſceme,itis a winning and perſwading language-Butthis 
is onely the opinionof them(clues , who are dotingly 
more in loue with their owne tongue, then with any 0: 
ther; whichis the reaſon, that yee haue nowalmoſt all 
Hiſtories, Greeke, and Latine, tranſlated into French, 
yea,and the Artesalſo : inſomuch as now the Gentle- 
man readeth theſe things in his owne language onely; 
a courſe in my opinion moſt preiudicial to all good lear- 


- There is one reaſon, methinks,aboue all other , why 
the Frenchman aff-s to haue his tongue delicate and 
ſmooth, namely, for that rather then hee will loſe the 
nigardiſe thereof,contrary toall rules of Grammar, and 
all other tongues, he obſerueth no gender, where it may 
binder theſweetneſle of the pronunciation (an Italian 
fault this, totake the Maſculine for the Feminune: the 
more beaſt he,) 

ltremainerh (this French crongue being no Mother 
tongue of it {clf that we obſerue of what other tongues 


it barrowcrh.Ce/@ faith ,” Galli bteris Graecis viebamwr : Ca{. Com, 
The Gawes vied Greeke Caratters : which Character,as 1,6, 


wereadin Hiſtories , hath beene changed by three dir 
uers men Waſleidns, Doracius, Hichius : where the lame 
Writer ſaich, that Bede,our countryman, inucnted a par- 


tcular Alphabet for the Normans, 
V.3 Howlo: 


Land,Re- 
$9. 
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Howſceuer the letter be changed, true it is, thatthey 
hauc hcerc wy words deriued trom the Greeke, and 


agree very much alſo therewith inthe phraſe and ma- 
ner of ſpeaking. And therefore, as Lu, Regrios ſayth wi ell 
of our Engliſh, that it is compounded of the French & 
Almaine: fo iudgeth ke rightly of the French,that it is 
rhedaughter of the Latincand Grecke; for, as tor that 
which it hath con:mon with the lralian, buth in word 
and phraſe(w hich is very much)the Jralian,no queſt1s, 
had it trom hence, this French being the more ancicnt 
Language: and this nation having lcttin Italy, with the 
memory of many great victories, the vicallo of many 
of their words, as by all Hiſtorie appeareth, without 
which,at this day the Italian could not ferue himſclt of 
his owne, 

Truc itis, that now of late, the French,e ſpecially in 
the Court, haue gottenmany of theirs in vie, tor a grace 
forſooth,not of neccflity; whereinthey much reſemble 
vs of England, who (they ſay) ſend divers skinnes into 
other countrics,which thoſe people victotheir neceſſi- 
ty,and wake toyes and bablesot the tayles, whichthey 
rcturne backe againe to vs, at as great a ratc, asthey 
bought the whole, 

Concerning the difference betweene the language 
vicdat this day ,and that of formertimes,ye are to ob- 
feruc, that all things in this world haue their begin- 
nings, growings, pertection,corruption and alteration: 
As maners of living, formes of gouernment, abrogati- 
on of Lawes,change of Militaric ſeruice, new-tangle- 
neſſc of habit, new faſhion ot building, diucrſitics of 
Armour , new inventions of inſtruments, &c. And of 
al theſe,none more lubictt to change, then Language, 

nor 
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nor no language in the world more then this of the 
French, 

For as Polibias ſayeth of the Rommes, that when 
they ſhould concludea Peace, after the ſecond Punicke 
warre with them of Carthage, that they could not reade 
the Articles of the firſt, ſo much was the CharaRer! 
And as Liuie faith of the ſong which the Sabin Pricſtes 
vſcdin their facrifice, that they were ſoolde Latine, 
they coul4not be vaderſtoode ; And as wee may ſay of 
our Es24/b, that it very much differeth from that of 


Chaucers time; fo faith Ls, Regias of the French tongue, 1u.Regivr, 


that within theſe fiftie yeeres, itis almoſt growen anew 
lan2uage, and which till like the French apparell cuery 
yecre alcered, 

It you aske me what Authours of the French I moſt 
approoue ? I durſt commend Commmines, Bodin, Pleſsie, 
Bertzs, for Hiſtoric, Policie, Diuinitic and Moralitic, 
with the beſt; and greatpitic itis, thatthe Hiſtorie of 
the ficſt is written in no berter French, Bur if you de- 
mand the beſt Authours, for the language ir (ele, I 
thinke, as T #{caine hatha Duute and a Petrarch, Greece 
an I1ſocratesand a Demoſthenes, Rome a Cicervand a Ceſar, 
wea Sydney and 2 Chaucer : fo, France hath a Bertas and 
a Rew{ars, inthis kinde moſt recommendable, For the 
place of beſt language, yee muſt euer oblerue, that 
the farther from Sea, the better ſpeakers, as Athens 
in Gracie, Florence in Italy, Saxonie in Almany , Per- 
ſer in Aſia, Caſtile in Spaine, and Orleans here, and many 
other places, 


It now remaineth I ſpeake of the French nature and T hew na- 
humour; which by the change of his ſpeech, appatrell zur aud 
V ns 


4 building, amour, 


—o— a0 


i.Im De- 


liberati- 
ons, 
Lexa 4e 
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building,by his credulity to any tale which is told, &by 
his unpatictce & haſte in matter of deliberatio , where- 
vt I thalinot omit preiently toſpeake , ye may tudgeto 
be very idle, waucrirg andinconſtant, Saith one, Gello- 
rum vi pronunciatte celtrr ima, it. quegue 11g ents mubilis 


jra, lingua fumt: Asthe Frenchmens prenunciationis very taſt, fo 


Ce/.Com, 
1b,4. 


Cam,lt 3. 
lb, 


are their wits very waucring, And yee ſhall -reade in 
Ceſars Comentanes very otten,how hee taxeththem of 
this legerity and ſuddennefle : Hrs de rebus Caſar certior 
factus, et infirmitatem Gailoruvs veritns(quod ſuns in conſilits 
capiendss mobiles, et nowis plerung, rebas finders) wihil his ce 
miulendum exiſlimanit : Ceſar being entormed of theſe 
marters,and fearing the villablenctie of the Gawles(as be- 
ingſudden and waucring in theirrefolutions,and gene» 
rally deſirous of innouation) hethought fit not to truſt 
them, And in anothes place,Cum intelltgeret Carſar omnes 
fere Gallos nouis rebu: ſtudere, & ad bellum mobiliter celeri- 
tergue mcitart, ee, Caſer vaderſtanding,that almoſt all 
the Gawleswere naturally hungry of change,and vncon« 
ſtantly,and luddenly ſtirredto warre,&c, And 2gaine, 
Vt ſunt Gallorum ſub1ta et repentina conſitia ;, As the reſolu- 
tioa of the Gawle: are ſudden,and vnlooked for,&c. 
Toconclude, it yee will rightly knowethe vature 
& humor of the ancient Gaules , yemuſt read the (ix: of 
theſe Commentaries,and youſhal obſerue how ſtrange 
tis, thatthough all other thingsinthe world arc (ub- 
ieQto change, yetthe ſame natarelof lightnefle and in+ 
conſtancy ſtillremainesin the French. This is aptly 


Haill.4.z, ſhewed by Haillan, in his deſcription of Lewe?the cles 


uenth; Auort-8l vne choſe 7 ſoudain ill anoit affettion 4 vne 
duire: eflaut vehement attif et impatient: It hee had one 
thing, hee fraight caſts his affeRiontoanother, being 

violent, 
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violent, buſy-headed and impaticnt. 
To this accordeth another of their owne writers, 2. /® 
La condition de ly France eft telle , que * il n'y 4 debat pay de- matter of 
hor: contre les grands al faut qu elÞ euſt auec ſes domeſticques, ware. 
et que [on eſprit ne peut eſtre en repos: Such is the condition ©» 4» 
of France, that if ſhe haue no Warres abroad againſt 44: 
powerfull neighbours, ſhee muſt haue broyles at home 
among her owne Subicdts, and her working ſpirits can 
never remaine long quiet. And therefore T acit#s calles 
them, Leviſsima hominum genera; The moſt fickle kinde 
of men; ſudden to begin and more ſudden toende, ap- 
ter to apprehend the ation, then comprehend the 
cauſe, ready to lay hold, notableto hold taſt : as by the 
making and reuoking of ſo many Edidts, againſt the Re- Dern, 
formed Religion in lo tewe yeeres , by the winning and ond, 
loling of Naplesand CHillaine in ſo ſhort time, and by Gwicciard 
many other their aQions appeareth, 1145s 
For yee muſt obſerue of the French, that heentreth 
a Countrie like thunder , and vaniſheth our againe like 
ſmoke : hee reſembleth the Waſpe, who after the fir(t 
ſtroke, loſeth her ſting, and can hurtno more. 
Heſheweth this his lightneſle and inconſtancie,nor 
onely in matters of ſeruice and warre, (whereot I hauc 
before made mention) but alſocucn in other his ations 
and carriages: Burin nothing more, then in bis fami- , 7, ;x. 


liaritie, with whome a ſtranger cannot ſo ſoone bee off ,,,,,,.. 


his horſe, but he will be acquainted; nor ſo ſore in his ,,;,,, ,f 

Chamber, but the other like an Ape will bee on his friendſhip 

ſhoulder; and as ſuddenly and without cauſe yee ſhall 

loſe him alſo, A childiſh humour,to bee wonne with 

as little as an Apple , and loſt with leſſethen a Nur: 

Quite contratic tothe nature ofthe #aliap , of whome A 
X yee | 
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yee ſhall in your trauc!! ſhortly obſerye,that he is ofto0 
ſullenandretired a faihion, & a ouprgwoa(as the French 
man calles him)wherein I would haue you obſcrue the 
vertue of the Engliſh man (for vertue is a mediocrity 
berweene two extremes) who isneyther fo childiſhly 
and Apithly familiar, as th: Freachzaor fo ſcornctully 
and Cynicilly ſolitary as the other, 

4, Inma Souew: in matter of duellandprivatequartell,in a 

42187 4 Mcanc,me thinks,berweene theſe two Nations: tor we 

quarrell, are neither ſo deuillithly mindfull ot reuenge, as to tar- 
ryleuen cc ten yeres for an opportunity vpon our ene- 
my,as docth the [talian; nor ſo incontideratly haſty,as 
wemutt needs eyther hg! to day,orbe friends ro mor- 
row, sdoth the French. Hereat Reblais (cofhngly glans 
ceth, where hetellerth araleof —_— 1t having 
loft his money, would needs inchehear of his chuller 
fight with any maathat bore head ; and for want of an 
enemy fell aflecpc, By thattime he was waking, comes 
mee another Ah14omonte, and vpon like ca1ſe of lolle, 
would haue this tellow by the cares : but chen the edge 
of this other was of. In concluſtaa(aych Rabies) they 
went both:othe Tauerne, and there for want of mo- 
ney which they had loſt at Dice, drunke cthem(ſclues 
friends rpon their (words, without farther medi- 
ation, or troubling of others to rake vprthequarrell, 

Of che French carriage and manage ot a quarrell, 
how childiſh 414 ridiculous it is, ye hane already ſcene 
two or three examples, wherein the parties have ney- 
ther ſh2wed tudgement, to know their owne right, 
nor valorto reuenge their wrong:whereas the Engliſh 
Gentlemm, witi mature deliberation diſcount!) how 
farce his honour is ingaged, by the iniury —_ 

an 
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and I his m-aner of ſatiſfation, 


according to the quality of the offence: which done, 
hee prelemily embarqueth himſclte intothe action, ac+ 


cording to the preſcription of the olderule, Poſiquams £,1, 7 


conſulgerns, mature opus e# ſatis, Wilerelolutionsfhould 
be ſpeedily exccuted. 

1 will heere remember you of one other inſtance 
more, wherein our Countreymen keepe the golden 
meane, berweenethe two extremes of detect and cx- 
ceile, and wherein thele two Nations of Italy and 
France are culpable, and heere worthily tobe taxed. 


We may ſay ofthe Italian, who maketh his houſe his 5. 1 Ge» 


wiues pron, as Plutarchſayth of the Perſians, Sort de 4rmng 


nature eflrangement > cruellement 1alounes des ferames, ron his wifes 
ſeulement de celles qu'ils ont eſpouſces, miis awjſi de lemrs ef- © 


Claues : & de lewrs concubines, leſquelits ils gardent [1 eſtron 
$:2eml que perſonne ne les void tammais dehors ains demeurent 
tonſiour; renfermees en leurs maiſons : They are by nature 
ſtrangely and cruelly iealousof their women,notonely 
of their wiucs, bur alſo of their flaues and Concubines, 
whom they gard1ioſtraitly,that they arencuer ſcene a- 
broad,but remayne alwayes locked vp in their houſes: 
Whereas the Fierch liberty on the ather (ide is100 
much: tor herea man hath many occaſions offred vp- 
on any {mall entrance, rocome acquainted; and vpon 
enetyleaft acquaintance,toenter, where he may come 
to her houſe, acc6pany her arme inarme in the ſirects, 
court her in all places,& at all ſcalons, without imputa- 
tion. VV hercin,me thinks, the French maricd man doth 


as Pltarchreportsof Pericles, take away the walles & fen- 14, Prrict 


ce1 of bis orchards & ;,ardens, goth end twery man wit ht freely 
enter and gather fruit at his pleaſure, 
X 2 Na 
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No maruell then, the bridle being left in their owne 
hands, though ſometimes they be laddled, & their huſ- 
bands know not, You may obſerue therefore, that in 
this matter of wedlocke alſo, the Englith vic is better 
then citherthe Italian or French, 

6.10 apt- [tisalſonaturall tothe French, tobe a great ſcoffer; 
m/ſeto formenoflightand vaſteadic braines, haue common- 
ſeoffſe, ly ſuddenand ſharpe conceites. Hereto allo their lan- 
uage well agreeth, as being currant and tull of pro- 
uerbes; to which pope | willremember you of two 
anſweres, not long (ince made by ewo Frenchmen, 
with one of which you are well acquainted , wherein 
alſo you may obſcrue, how little ethey hold of 
the Romane Religion in heart, though they make pro- 

telsion thereof in ſhew. 

The one of theſe being very licke, 8&,as was thought, 
in danger of death , his ghoſtly father comes to him 
with his Corpus domvins, and tels him,that hearing of the 
extremitie wherein he was,he had brought hin his $4. 
«/0ur , to comfort him before his departure. The ſicke 
Gentleman withdrawing the Curraine, and ſecing 

* there the far lubberly Frier with the Osft in his hand, 
anſwereth,[ know it is our Sawour;he comes to me as he 
wentto [eruſalem, C eſt vn aſe quile porte: He is carricd 
by an Aﬀe, 

Theother Gentleman vpon like danger of ſicknefle, 
having the Frier come to him to inſtruct him in the 
Faith, and after,togiue himthe O4ff, and then the cx- 
rreme yn&ion (it was on a Friday) tolde him that hee 
muſt belecue,that this Corpss 4omini which he brought, 
was the very recall fleſh, blood and bone of our Saui- 
our."/Vhich after the licke man had freely confeſſed,the. 


Frier 
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Frier ofered it him to receyue for his comfort, Nay, 
quoth the other, Yow wexcuſere, car ie we mange point de 
chair le vendredi: You ſhall excuſe me,for I eateno fleſh 
on Fridayes. So that yeeſee the French will rather loſe 
his god, then his good ieſt. 

The French humourallo (fayth one)eft incompatible Bolde, 
anes patience oF modeſtie;; cannot away with patience & 
modeſty, And therefore another ſayth of him, that he 
is as ſhamefaſt and modeſt, comme vn Page de Is Court LaNowe, 
asa Page of the Court, Or as Hiperbolus, who, Plutarch *'ur. 
faith, for his boldneſſe and ſaucy impudency, was the -4'*%. 
only Subiein his tim for all Satyricks and Comme- 
dians to worke vpon, Sr 

Heisalſoſuch a one,as T heophraſtus calles, Duſcher@s, ©7175 
i, immun4us, vacleanly, 2ui lepra & viiligine laborans, —_ 
vngueſg habens prelongos inter homints verſatur , as dicis Coos 
gentilitias eſſe hos morbos, nam & patrem oF auum ſuiſſe tis 
#bnoxies : Who being leprous and (cabby, and wea-» 
ring long vnpared nayles,thruſts himſelfe into compa- 
ny, and ſaycs,thoſe diſcaſes come to him by kind; for 
both his Father and his Grandfather were ſubict vnto 
them. 

Hee is £Adolſches, i. loquax, Talkatiue, Qui pra: T alkatiue 

quauis Hirundine garrulss videri malit quims tacere,a1eo ſe 
irriders fert patientem : Who had rather ſeeme more 
chattering then a Swallow,then hold his peace; ſo wil- 
ling is hee ro make himſelfe ridiculous, With which 
people(it is ſtrange)ye ſhall talke all day, & yetat night 
not remember whereof hee hath talked; ſuch multipl:- 
ciry of words he hath, and ſo idle is the matter whereof 
herreaterh, 

Hee is Acairor, i. intempeſtiuus,vnſcaſonably trouble- Trouble. 

X 2 ſome, ome. 
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ſome, qui 4d amicum ecreuparum arcedens, volt re in 
communicata cum io deliberare ; \V ho commng to his 
triend tuil of bulinefſe,will giue him counlcll, betore he 
haue imparted the matter vnto hims And thertore they 
themlelucs have here a prouccbe, Prendre guelgu' vn de 
Gallxcs ; To\urprilc one alter the French tathion, when 
they take one ot a[fddaine,comming vnlooked or and 
vnlent for, Ot which kind of people, Theephraſtus bids 
vs beware, where he {aith; [4 genus hommes dems/515 m14- 
nibus granatq; gradu fugtas oportet, quiſquis ſebre car ere vo- 
les. difficile eff enum cums #5 dur are, qui neq; oty, neq; negoit) 
fermpera diſirngaere norant : It you will nor bee troubled 
with a fit of Ague, you mult 1unas faltas your legs can 
Caric you trom fuchkind of men; for itis very trouble- 
lome living withtellowes, thatcannotdiſtinguiſh the 
(ceaſons of leyſure and zftaires. 

He is M1crophiletines s, 1neptC circa res parnas ſuper bus; 
Proud ot twflcs, 91, fibouern ſacrificarit, ſolet antericrens 
capitys e113 pariew magns redrmuan ſcrias pre foribu 1n 13/0 
miroits figere, vi iieligant qua ingreaiuntar bouem 4b 1; (6 
matiatum, Et (j munam argentiſoluere debeat, laborat i (ol- 
wet in Aſpero, VN 1:0, it he haue facrifices ar; Oxe, victh 
to nayic vpthe head and hornes at hisgate, thatallth=t 
con.eto him, may take notice that he hath kild an O xc, 
Andithe bee to pay tortic ſhillings, will be ſure to pay 
tin new-coynd money. This is hee that comes to the 
Temis Court, throwes his Purle full of coyne at the 
line, which giucth a ſound, as if there were nc\lelle 
then thirtie or tourtic Crownes, when as ſometin1es 
dy miſchance, we haue di{coucred thatit was nothing, 
but Paper, and a tewe Sols, and doubles of Braſlc ;thar 
taade it fo {well, in all,icarce cighteene pence ftc1ling. 

He 
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cedews qui generoſos equos vendunt, velle e emere fimulats &t ,(qh;p os 
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, nothing 


appropinguans , veſtens ſibi oftendi inbet duimm talentorum!, worth. 


um, (cum de precio convenit )purrum,qudd ſe ſine auro [e« 
qu1tww granite obiurgat: \Nho comming to ſuch 2s have 
great horſes to fell, makes them belecue hee will buy 

me; And atgreat Faires, drawing to their ſhops that 
ſell apparel, cals toſee a ſute of an hundred pound:and 
when they are agreed ot the price, fals out with his boy, 
for tollowing him without his purſe , Such aone was 
the gallanc,ot whome yee tolde me this other day, who 
inthe middeſt of his diſcourſe with you and other Gen. 
tlemen , ſuddenly turnes backe to his Lackie , Fetch 
me,{4ith he, my Horoloze, Clocke, it lies in my lodging 
in ſuchor ſuch a place, ncere ſuch or [ſuch a lewell. The 
Lalero returnes with a won eſt inventws, My French gal- 
* lane ſtreighrt bethinkes himſelte that it is in his pocket 
(which hee knew well cnough betore) which preſently 
he puls our, not ſomuchto (hew how the time palleth, 
(whereof he rakes little care) as the curtouſneſle of the 
worke, and the beatic of the caſe, whereot hee is not a 
lictle brag & enamourcd, To ſpeakethus particularly of 
all his (encrall humours and cuſtomes , would bee very 
prolixe, and not much nece{farie: I wilonly referre you 


to the fourth of Twlies Rhetorickes where he (peaketh of Kt. +1 
a bragging Rhodomonte, and to the firſt booke of Ho: '/c77-n- 
race Satyres, ſpeaking of an endles & needles = fa. $44.0, 


ſtidious & irkelome companion, where you 


French naturel, very liuely & admirably well deſcribed, 
[ will onely ſpeake of his impatience and precipitati- 
on in deliberations of Warr: or Peace, and tuch other 
X affayres 


all (ce the/* 9 
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Commines 


Eenecad, 
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affayres of greateſt importance, andſo end. To this ef- 
ie Bock (Fu of him, Le naturel ds Francois e# ji ſoudun 
& altif,qu'1l quitte ce qu'on demande, annuye des alke; & ve- 
nucs,Cr de longueuripropres a l Eſpagnel; The French is of 
(0 fudden & buly adilpolition,that hequickly yeelds to 
that aman demands,being ſoone tired with meſſages to 
& tro,and other delayes peculiar tothe Spanyard. And 
in another place, On acſire en t Eſpagnol ne promptitude 
plus grande qu'il n'«: & au Frangor les attions Cx paſſions 
plus moderces: The Spanyard had need of a more ready 
diſpatchthen he hath,& the French of more moderaiio 
in his ations and paſſions, And whereas Commnes (aith 
of vs,that we be not i ſabtiles entrastez et appointement, 
comme les Frangois:1o cratty in ourtreatics & agreemets, 
as the French, 1 thinke,ſauing the credit of ſo great an 
Author, he might better haue ſaid, ſreſſowrdes & precipt» 
tez; lo ticadſtiong and precipitate. But where he laith, 
that he that will trcat & determine matters with vs, muſt 
haue vs pen de patrence,a little patiece: I yeeld vnto him, 
he hath good realon (oro ſay; for his Countrymen, the 
French, can endure no delay; they muſt propound and 
cocludeallin one day, V\ hether of thele be more prail- 
worthy Platarch thus decideth : Agatharevs bragged of 
his ready and quick hand, & that he paintedfaſter then 
any other; which Zeuxes vnderſtiding, And 1,quoth he, 
quite contrary, doe glory inthis, thatIam long in the 
doing; for ordinarily ſuch ſuddennefle and facility can 
not giueeythera laſting firmnetle,or a perfeR beauty to 
the worke, Therefore {aith one very well,T hat ſbould bee 
long in deliberation,that muſt be reſolued but once, To this 


Plat,Þeri, agreeth the ſaying of Pericles to Tolmides, We muſt tarry 


þ 


the time, which i; the wiſett Counſeller we can haue. 
By 


The view of F rYallfe. 


By this haſte of theirs, they loſt more, faith Bodiw, by Fon. 3. 
one Treatie at Cambrey, Anno 1559. tothe Spaniard, 
then he had before got of the French in fortie yeeres by 
Warre. 

And I ſeenoreaſon, but this preſent Peace which the o/+his 
French hath made, is as aduitageoustothe Spaniſh State, peace of 
as was that other, conſidering #t is 4s great 4 gaine 10 ſave Fra, and 
that we are like $0 loſe, a5 1044 that from another which i; not $p.in g3, 
our owne. Foras itis truely (aid of the Spaniſh King,that 
hee hath notgor vpon the French (money by victories, 
but victories by money:) And as Pletarch ſaith of Philip lu, P, 
of CHacedon, It was not Philp, but his golde and filuer, eAcms, 
that tooke the townes of Greece: So may we ſay of his 
Treaties which hec hath had with France, whereunto 
hee hath of force beene driuen , cuen as Ennias faith of Ennivs, 
Fabins: ' 

Our State, which witleſſe force made wayme, 
His wiſe delaye! made waxe ag ayne. 
For that this nation will rather yeeld the enemie what 
he demandeth, then bee troubled with long deliberati- 
on:athing ſo contrarie to his nature,as nothing more. 
You may obſcrue by the courle of later Hiſtories,that 
the Spaxiard: purpoſe was ro deale with France, as At py, 
cibiades (aid, the Athenians would deale by them of Pa- , 416. 
tre; They will cate you outby litle and little, To which 
purpoſe, in all theſe late cinill Warres, King Philip play- 
ed the Fire-brand, like the Prieſts of Hers, who, when Bod, 4, 
wo Armies were met, threw firc berweene them for a 
ſignall of battell, roſetthem rogether, andthen retired 
themſclues from the danger, He ſer the Popes on allo to 
kindle this fire, who were but Barkers, and could not 
biceztheir leaden Buls did bur butt; they could not =_ 
Y 


Y Plit Peri, 
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abler tocurſe then to kill; whoſe force is like that of y 


ne, 
Which thous h it ſharpweſſe lacke, 
Tet yron ſharpe can make, 

Bt waen hee (aw that lictle England (which is to 
Spiine,as Alibieds ſaid, the Ile Acgina was to Athens, 
Vnepaille en | al,a mote in iis cy) did trump in his way, 
and crolle his deſſiznes; and when as hee conſidered, 
that (as Hexwry the ſecond of France, was the only cauſe 
of hindering his father Charles the fift, from viaurping vp- 
onall Germanie , for which cauſe heeis called in their 
publike writings, T he Proteitor of the Empire,and deluerer 
of the Princes:)$0 her Maicſtic,by defending the oppreſ- 
ſed, and withſtanding his Forces, deſeruerh the Title of 
Protefirix of France , and delizerer of the Eſtates: Hee was 
then content to motion a Peace, and like a falſe tricnd 
when he could doe no more hurtto ſhake hands, Hcere- 
vpon he did capitulate to render Caletr, Duriens, Ardres, 
Blawet, and other places conquered or ſurpriſed ypon 
the French, A courle,noqueſtion,wiſcly taken by the 
Spaniard, conſidering the termes wherein hee ſtoode; 
the wantof money hee had, the credithee had lo{tin all 
Bankes, the decrepit age whercin he was and laſtly,the 
ſudden and incredible good fortunes of the French 
King and State,atter ſo many yeres of miſeric and loſſe. 
As forthe French, what could he haue done, more dil- 
honourable to himſelfe, or profitable to his cacmics,or 
pretudiciall to his late Allies? what leſſe agreeing with 
the time, with his cauſe, with his oath, then to yeeld to 
this peace? Butir hath bencan oldrricke of the French, 

to obſerue neither promiſe, nor oath, as C/ovs the firſt 
faith, Haill ib. 1, Wee may fay of their purpoſe, as 
Platarch 
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Patirch of Liſanders: Children art d:cti ned with chance. way Pt - 
bene: , and mw with oath:5, In this ſchoole of Frande, 7 


Pop: I»liv: 2. was w:ll read , whoprofeſſed to his pri. 
wate friends, that all rhe Treatics which he made with 
the ?:i1523 of Fran:e, Gor mmnie, and Spain:, was Hutt) 
dec:iuc ric oneof themby the other, Butletthe French 
take heede there core not a day of payment for this, 
who are (2 haſtie to abandon their friends, and make 
peace with their foes, oncly vpon a fooliſh aware! of 
theirs, todefire cH47ge, and to enioy their preſent calc 
and pleaſure , got forclecing furure daungers : like 
Schoole-boyes,who care not, ſo they may play to day, 
though they be britche to morrow, When the Dukes 
of Burzondhe , Berrie, and Bretaine , were Combined a+ 
gainſt Lewes the 11. of France ( as were lately England, 
France, and States againſt Spaine) the counſell of Fras- 
6; Zforce to the King, was, tor the preſent,to agree to 
all things they deſired , and after (ſaith hee ) in ſhort 
tine, ye ſhall hauc occaſion when they are diſleagued, 
to deale with them one by one. And we may well lay 


of this King preſent , as the Count Charollets feared of Commines 
the Duke of Berri: the French Kings brother z That he cap,2 4. 


was a likely man to be fo2ne drawen to agree, & leaue 


vs inthe mire ; forgetting the olde ſentence 2 It is the 74. 


true {1gne of the approching ruine of a Countrey, 
when thoſerhat ſhould holde rogerther, diuidethem- 
ſclucs, and abandon one anvther. And howſocuertor 
the preſent , the Fiench bragge to be gayners by the 
bargayn, [| am ſure, their Allics haueno part of the Ge- 
Heas, Cake, It 15 true therefore, that Communes laith, 
There was acuer fo plentifall a mariage feaſt, but ſame 
went without their dinners, VV herein, methinks, we 
hauec great wrong,to beaze a burden with them in their 

Y 2 Wars, 
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| Warres, and not to partake withthem in the benefitof 

| their Peace . 2H axrmilignithe firſt Emperour (aid, hee 

bt p made Peace for no other end with Lewes the twelfth, 
wot | but to be reuenged of ſeuenteene wrongs he had done 
| him, The King preſent, by the policic of this age, and 

| law T alionis, might ſay and doe the like to the Spaniard, 

, not for {cuenteenc wrongs, but forſeuenteene yeeres 

| wrongs hee hathrecciued: which when hee hall haue 

| done, itis but quittance, and the other ſhall be bur iuſt 

| | Zoedllib,qs ly terued: for faith Bodin, He which is ſalſly dealt with ha- 
| am2 bimjelte firſt played falſe, hath no cauſe to complaine, 
| And iurely,the French muſt againe ſhortly bee doing, 

: with him or ſome other, of atleaſt one with another at 

home: he will ſoone be as wearie of Peace,as he is now 

| LaNone of warte. La nation Frongoiſe eſt inſolent en pain gmpatiente 
| de demeurer long temps en la maiſen + Thi French nation is 
| infoleatin Peace,& impaticntoftartying long at home. 
& Thus hane you aſuperficiall ſurvey ct this Country 

and People of France; of whom we may conclude with 

1d. La Nouc, Pins de lamoitic de la Nobleſſe eff peris, le peup'e di- 
. minu«le; finances eſpuiſces les aebts accvents, la diſciplin: ren- 
wer ſce, [a pretc langwiſant, les moemrs deſbordees, la iuſtice core 
rumpuc, les homme: diaiſer; Morethen halle the Nob!ci'e 
is periſhed, the peoplediminiſhee,the Treaſure cxhau- l 
ſted, the debrs increaſed, good Order ouerthrowen, 
Religionlanguiſhed, maners debaucked, Iuſtice cor- 

rupted, and the men divided, 

I make no doubt, butto theſe lender obſcruations, 
you wil after adde better of your own Colleion, viing 
this onely as the patternc of a method, how to diſcourle 
ot the Coſmograpby, PolicieandOeconomy of ſuch 
other Countrics whercin you ſhall trauaile, 
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